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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 





17 mg‘ ‘tar,’ 1.1 mg nicotine av. per cigarette, FIC Report Dec: 79 





the flavor is. 


Marlboro Red or Longhorn 100’s— 
you get a lot to like. 
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THIS MAY BE THE BEST WAY TO 


Put your seat on our seat and ing comfort. your hands come to grips with 
well show you how а motorcycle This makes a Special feel the graceful pullback bars. How 
can feel as good as it looks. light, manageable, at your total ^ you slip easily into а low, relaxed 

The first thing youll feelis | command. And that goes for any riding position. 
your feet planted firmly, squarely Special, from our feisty XS400 Startup your imagination and | 
on the ground—even if youre to the awesome XS Eleven. you can almost feel what a 
small, dark and handsome. See how your eyes just natu- Specials like on the open road. 

The exceptionally low seat ^ rally come to rest on what is The precise, effortless han- 
height is the result of a unique possibly motorcycling’s most dling provided by a suspension 
new mounting system that inte- complete instrumentation that’s fully adjustable both front 
grates the seat withthe frame, ^ package. and rear. 
reducing distance without reduc- And notice how comfortably The quickness and sheer 


Rear view mirror(s) standard equipment. Always wear a helmet and eye protection. 





x1000rpm 
NEUTRAL 


HIGHBEAM 


LOOK AT A YAMAHA SPECIAL. 


9 
power of four remarkable mie 
engines, any one of > Eu 


which сап put ап 18- view mirror with a mere twist 
|. wheelerin yourrear of your wrist. 

У We invite you to come into a 
Yamaha dealer and take a look 
at the 1980 Yamaha Specials. 

And be sure to sit on one. 

Because some motorcycling 
decisions just cant be made with 
your head. 


YAMAHA 


When you know how they're built. 








Quality design makes a difference to serious roadriders. They realize 
the middle of nowhere is no place to be with a bargain fairing. 

That's why more Windjammers ride the road today than any other 
touring fairing. 


With its proven blend of The Windjammer Difference. 


function and durability, 
Windjammer® has earned rider respect S 
where it counts most— on the js It ets You Apart. 

Its sleek styling is timeless. And matched with today's most ad- 
vanced aerodynamic design, Windjammer delivers unequaled rider com- 
fort and protection. 

Add such standard features as Leading Edge Lights, locking storage 
compartment, headlight adjuster, gold accent striping — and Windjam- 
mer is as road-smart as it is road-tough. 

Our hardware provides easy, road-secure frame mounting. And 
naturally, the famous quality Vetter finish is available color-matched to 
the leading motorcycles. 

Take a Windjammer test ride today at your local dealer. 

And then you'll understand. 

With Windjammer, one of the nicest parts about arriving at your 
destination is the ride back home. 

For more information write: Vetter Corp., Rantoul, Illinois 61866. 
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WHAT SHALL WE DO 
ABOUT S-E-X? 


M. recent account of how a bunch of us 
fluttered a feminine heart—or think 
we did. which is much the same thing in 
this case—earned me as fine a poison pen 
letter as it’s ever been my pleasure to read. 
After making a promising start—“I ride a 
BSA. wear leathers. subscribe to vour mag- 
azine. make noise and enjoy being out- 
rageous."—the lady goes on to heap me 
with abuse: We committed unspeakable 
mental torture on that poor woman, she 
tells me. and then I brag about it. act as if 
men are men and women can't resist noisy 
swaggering louts. 

Then she gets rough. Dipping into her 
psychology textbook, she tells me what my 
behavior means. In terms I will not repeat. 
Suffice it that only my years as a crime 
reporter, getting a thorough if secondhand 
look at every depravity known to the 
human race, enabled me to even know of 
what I was being accused. 

Intemperate language aside. it was а 
useful letter. from a reader with an under- 
standable concern. The sport of motorcy- 
cling is undergoing some change. and it's 
about time for us to address a delicate 
subject. one which in former times people 
didn't discuss. 

| refer of course to what used to be 
known as s-e-x. 

The enraged feminist got my attention. 1 
think. because she accused us of things 
which we have been quietly proud not to 
have done. 

Television and advertising have so thor- 
oughly debased our language that 1 must 
define some terms. When I say this is not a 
man’s magazine. | have in mind the sort of 
publication known as a man’s magazine in 
public and a skin book in private. 

We do not use photos of models in 
scanty costumes. When you see a woman 
in a test or evaluation or whatever. she’s 
there because she’s a motorcycle rider. a 
wife or daughter or something like that. 
































CYCLE WORLD (ISSN 0011-4286) is pub- 
lished monthly by CBS Publications, the 
Consumer Publishing Division of CBS Inc., 
1515 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10036. Edi- 
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Unclad cuties have their place, but it 
isn't here. This is a motorcycle magazine. 
so we stick to motorcycles. Penthouse 
doesn't tell you how to tune your Suzuki, 
and Cycle World doesn't tell you how to 
improve your sex life. 

As à bit of pride once removed. the ads 
in this magazine. while not being com- 
pletely free of sex appeal. are better than 
they used to be. Good business. Check 
back 10 years and you'll see some smash- 
ing ladies. unzipped down to there. posing 
in front of motorcycles. Thing here is. 
those brands are out'of business. We all 
liked to look. but the ads didn't sell the 
product and when you see a lady in a 
motorcycle ad now. odds are she looks like 
she knows how to ride and is worth talking 
to as well. 

We think this is neat. Sure. if we had 
nothing to say. we might want to use 
cleavage to get your attention. But we do 
have things to say. machines to talk about. 
and we're happy not to get the important 
things cluttered with skin. 

Now. Women are involved with motor- 
cycles in unprecedented numbers. as 
riders. owners, tuners. passengers. racers. 
the complete thing. We approve. | took an 
informal survey and it turns out some of 
the wives and daughters ride. Marilyn 
Griewe and Celia Manney being the best. 


U.S. $1.50 in Canada. Address all subscrip- 
tion mail to: P.D. Box 8111 Greenwich, Conn. 
06830. 

BACK ISSUES: $1.50 each plus 50€ per 
order for postage and handling. Outside 
U.S., add $1.50 additional for postage. Send 
requests for single issues or write for list of 
available back issues to ADA Special Market- 
ing, 720 Stewart Avenue, Hicksville, NY 
11816 

ADVERTISING: See SRDS. Circulation au- 
dited by ABC. 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS are wel- 
comed and should be sent to to CYCLE 
WORLD, 1499 Monrovia Avenue, Newport 
Beach, Calif. 92663. Work cannot be consid- 
ered unless guaranteed exclusive to CYCLE 
WORLD. Not responsible for return of un- 
solicited material unless accompanied by 
























by Allan Girdler 


other staff ladies are learning and/or ride 
pillion. And some of the distaff people 
don't take part at all. 

Clear pattern here. The men whose 
women ride. like it. Those whose women 
are learning. are doing all they can to 
encourage more riding. more involvement. 
And those whose women don't take part at 
all wish they could persuade the gals to at 
least come along for the ride. 

Okay. we don't have naughty ladies. we 
encourage women to take an active part in 
the sport of motorcycling. 

This is not a man's magazine. 

It is a magazine for motorcycle nuts. 

As such. we have no place for reverse 
sexism. 

The angry lady was more strident and 
more demanding than most, but we do get 
letters from women and they have the 
same ideas in a different way. if you'll 
permit what Henry calls an Irishism. 

The most common in this group is the 
one by the gal who's just learned to ride. 

Next in numbers are the suggestions that 
we have a column, a collection of monthly 
comments "from the woman's point of 
view. 

Never. 

І cannot imagine handing out an insult 
like that. not even when the intention was 
kind. well-meant, even trendy. 

I know a bunch of female bike nuts and 
they are as unalike as. well. as are male 
bike nuts. | 

Mary McGee is not only faster in the 
dirt than I am. she’s taller than me. Allison 
Hartman owns and tunes a Harley XR750. 
Hazel Kolb has literally ridden her Harley 
around the U.S. Carter Alsop has a road- 
race license. I could add to this list for the 
rest of the day, but the point is simply. 
there is no woman's point of view. Mary 
McGee didn't race Baja in the powder puff 
class, she ran an open bike for Team Cycle 
World, in fact. Allison Hartman doesn't 
holler *Ladies First!" in time trials, if the 
bike doesn't make the show. she goes home» 
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RIDE WYOMING... tour Yellow- ` 
stone and Grand Teton National ` 
Parks. Encounter Devils Tower i 


п и 
the legendary Black Hills. Wander] ғ, 
through the Snowy Range, the Big ; , 


Horns and the Wind Rivers. Follow 4 _ 
the Oregon Trail through Great “ 
South Pass to Fort Laramie or Fort aa: 
Bridger. Pause to enjoy an evening ~ 
rodeo . . . gut-bustin' thrills in Jackson 
Hole and Cody. 
The Cowboy State is your kind.of place... 
, wide open spaces mixed with mountains to 
to test your imagination and canyons to 
quicken your pulse. Antelope, unre- 
stricted by the "double-nickel," may 
; pace you to the next town. 


ee summer tuck a stetson behind 


ara and head 
“ніп out for . ; 
wuyuomi ng’. 





For your free Wyoming vacation planning kit, call toll free 
(weekdays, 8 - 5 MST, except Alaska, Hawaii and Wyoming) or write: 
Wyoming Travel Commission, Room 818, Cheyenne, WY 82002 
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Balance-Plus Tire Sealant 2 for 
$5.49 


Breezer Tire Tool $8.88 














VISIT OUR 2 BIG STORES 


RACECRAFTERS 
7801 CANOGA AVE. 
CANOGA PK, CA 91304 

















ORDER by MAIL or PHONE TOLL-FREE: 


TIRES 


Add $5 for Tubeless 
DUNLOP K81 & K81 MKII 


Entire S&W & Mulholland 
Lines. Call Today! 


Yamaha RD Chambers$179.00 





ae [Racecrafters 


LOW PRICES е QUALITY BRAND NAMES % FAST SERVICE 


VETTER & PACIFICO 


Harley—Save to 50%. Call for 
Avail. & Prices Hon, Kaw, Suz 


Listen to AM/FM or CB while- 
u-ride! $9.88. Bi-Com-talk to 
your passenger. $8.88. 





CALIFORNIA 





OTHER STATES 





BARNETT 


Single Cyl. 250-400cc. . 27.99 
GS 400, 550. 750... . . 31.99 


King of the tank bags. Also 
Converts to backpack. Black, 
Blue, Red. $49.49. Free Ship- 





800-382-3600 800-423-5120 


RACECRAFTERS • 7801 CANOGA AVE., CANOGA PARK,CALIF. 91304 
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and tunes some more. 

It may happen that women as a rule are 
shorter than men, and thus find a low seat 
more comfortable in stop-and-go traffic. It 
may be that women are more apt to be new 
to all this, may not understand the techni- 
cal terms yet, which puts them where all us 
oldtimers were; eventually you know what 
BTDC means, by process of deduction. 

Seems to me that years ago. when nice 
people first threw their legs over saddles, a 
couple of unenlightened manufacturers 
offered ladies’ model motorcycles. 

And suffered for it. Deservedly. I think. 
Who after all wants to be second-class? My 
suspicion is that men. by nature and evolu- 
tion and I don't know what else. are more 
adventuresome. more daring. more me- 
chanical. than women. just as men are 





BELL MICHELIN M45 Windjammer |V..... $279.00 

Star 11 $89.99. Mag 111 $79.99 4 25V18 $56.88 plis hdwe/shield ГІНДЕ usually taller and grow better beards. 

* Moto 111 $94.99. R-T $49.99 4 00H18 49 88 Lowers $74.95 Stop slipping! World's best " қ 

e TourStar $89.88. Comparing 3 50H18 44 88 Cycle Sound $76.99 Clutch plates for street. dirt, That's the way we come from the factory. 

prices? Call. We'll try to meet 3 50H19 44 88 Saddlebags 5239.00 track so to speak. and as long as the product 

or beat any legit advt price! e Mich Tubes 5.79 4 Hdwe x 2 СЫ B us 234 j 

SHOEI 5-20 $56.88. 5-12 PZ Also Avail TrailTrunk. $179.00 HONDA comes in two basic styles. any time you tell 

577.99 7-6 $107.88 е NAVA QUICKSILVER..$144-- Hdwe Singles, Ғош5.......527.99 à 

integral 1 579.99 e ELECTRO CONTINENTAL К 112 бола HPPO Hands........939.88 Twin Cyl... 2999 women wel need their own motorcycle. 

Е-1 $67.99 Е-2 $88.99. E-3 . Pacifico Shadow.......$359 GL 1000.... ‚32.99 ainted pink I suppose. they are going to 

$96.99. (Metallic, Flag, 420-17 51.88 + Наме. р р PP Being 

2-color, Snell models xtra) e ы: ne Silhouette Fairing...$109.00 YAMAHA 4 know they're being offered less than the 

EXTRA SHIELDS Clear or P . 2-Stroke Twins $26.99 

Smoke bellashestatereviag, 40008 4g.gg Color Match &AllOptionsAvail. 4 отоо Twins XS 526.06 best and they will rightly refuse to have any 
350-18 46.88 Were the Vetter Kings 

Nava, $7.95 ea. Electro 2 for ИРЕТ 3688 XS 1100.... 32.99 part in the scheme. 

$8.99 • SCOTT GOGGLES à 

$11.88 3.50-19 Rib Front 43.88 LESTER WHEELS ишк So. What shall we do about s-e-x? 


І propose to keep it in the home and off 


*5 10-18 $46.88 the street. the trail and the pages of this 
DYNA ІІ 589.99. PRESTOLITE — 2 2018 43.88 Call for FREE 12-Page Flyer! KAWASAKI > Р рав : 
$72.88 PER-LUX $89.99. 4 10-18 41.88 y 3 Cyl. 500. 750.......27.99 magazine. that is. 1 propose to ignore it. In 
3.60-18 39.88 KZ 850. Loue sen 28.99 & aom av im 

LOCKHART 350-19 38.88 KERKER PIPES 00-1000... 329 dx magazine. that = 
Oil Cooler Kit: Hon, Yam. Kaw, 410-19 42.88 Si as Ойы; ae as 

Suz e Qi Cooker Kit. Hon, — 7410-19 MKII Aaa, Ahon: Kaw, vant [SIE NEW: Extra-Plate Racing Kits— о вин ER AIE PNO deta еї 
Yam, Kaw, Suz. Tri, H-D.... — *5.10-16 48.88 Сите... тою Hon.. Kaw., Suz.. Yam. Call the traffic stream. so are women two per- 
$72.88 * Xtra Capacit "Raised White Letters З for prices. Clutch Springs ‚ж ^ DG ae " . 

Model $7.86» тето АШ Add. $6.00 Oi! Cooler Kit 89.00 Мос! bikes $6.88 set! cent Т. Meses cal m phis 
alve $29.88 е (Add $17.50 ко MKII reason to get into clumsy word usage like 
for Ch l 4 oe 2 

or Chrome Cooler) rr n SUBRA а QUARTZ LITES his/her machine, or—yuck!—crewperson. 

d . e . ost bikes сс " к : 

AIR FORK CAPS 5.10.18 55:88 Pager .. 129.00 & Larger......... $19.88 I'd sooner say somebody is a tunerette. 
early all bikes— Р s Yamaha RD 350/400. . . 27.88 ] have been through this before. at 
КІЛТІ GOODYEAR GT II MIKUNI CARBS CL i = i 
Equal il Kit... 100$ 910-77. NI LORS ae YMER BOOKS home. 

ual-Fill Ki 1 —Hon. 

waircralt lines. .... 19.88 hos duele iude 5o Кама, Suz.......9289.00  Therightrepair manual for your My daughter got a motorcycle when her 
TRAVELTANKS 227 15:88 50081. Ритр.........4488 Dike soe FERE brothers did. as my wife and I don't believe 
aux. Gas Tanks GL 1000. 150: PM MST ear, FAIRINGS KRYPTONITE in roles. stereotypes. etc. She didn't take to 
Alum. 3 Gal. $209 pair. І қ inm d $169.00 КЛІРТІНГІЕ ШК Defies it. 

hoei 56, ‚129.00 jacksaws, bolt cutters. » 
RACK MULHOLLAND (Colors extra) World's finest motorcycle What she liked was trucks. When she 
FACTORY & S&W зү Ш lock $5370 ae M came of age and income to buy her first 
t Cable Lock $39. 
meme ел шіш- DOR OE CEU HELMATE lea car, she bought a truck. And joined a truck 
C 215126. 
Low Prices! S&W Freon 15107.88 SPEAKER ECLIPSE BAG club. And began reading trucking 


magazines. 

And got her feminist dander up. The 
magazine referred to guys who buy trucks. 
What's with them. she asked. don’t they 
realize girls buy trucks too? 

Yes and no. I said. It’s like the truck club. 
Truck nuts are like bike nuts. not always 
polished and suave. On meeting nights the 
president doesn't refer to Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen. Instead. the sergeant at arms. big- 
gest man in the place. says “Awwright you 
guys. shaddup!”” When the truck club has 


з 


| а, two girl members. the girls will be just like 
7437 VAN NUYS BLVD. tn it х 
VAN NUYS, СА. 91401 р Name Phone ( ) anybody else. 
(213) 999-2811 | Address So it is with motorcycles. 
бинар Welcome to the sport and the magazine. 
| ны Exp. ladies. We're glad to have you. Our way of 


ОМО. $ O Catalog $2 (or FREE with order). 
50% Deposit Required on COD. Prices good for 30 days. California residents add 6% sales tax. 








helping you feel at home is to treat you like 
one of the guys. 5) 


E Med 
ee charge AMERICARD 
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THE JOY OF RIDING 


І was overjoyed to see, in print, the same 
feelings that I’ve enjoyed for the past 12 
years. (March, 1980, Up Front) 

І started riding in Taiwan while sta- 
tioned with the Army and since then have 
gone through two BSAs, a Norton, a Ya- 
maha, a Harley, and am on my sixth bike 
now, a Suzuki GS750. And, I’ve enjoyed 
them all in every type of weather. Now, 
with the gas shortages, seems like everyone 
at work is talking to us bikers about their 
desire to have a motorcycle. But when the 
first rains appear and the winds blow then 
so do the prospective cycle owners. 

Sorry to say that probably only one in 10 
or less will ever feel the joy of riding home 
after midnight shift, wearing a heavy 
leather jacket and snuggled up behind a 
fairing. You know, funny thing is, even 
when I ride at night in the cold I'd never 
give up cycling. I guess that Гт just an 
addicted biker and won't ever let go. 

John D. Moran 
So. Pasadena, Calif. 


AH, SPRINGTIME 


Spring is right around the corner. With it 
comes something we in the north can 


IntegralNava2 goes 1-2-3... automatically 
... beautifully. ..safely 


experience those in warmer climates can 
never appreciate fully. We have to winter- 
ize and store our motorcycles from Nov- 
ember to April. All winter we read 
magazines such as yours and wait for a 
most cherished moment. The oily rags are 
taken from the exhaust pipes, gas is put 
into the tank, the oil is changed, the bat- 
tery installed and then comes the moment 
that makes the heart leap a little. The first 
start up of Spring is a personal thing. The 
first snort and rumble out of the pipes, the 
first feeling of vibration in the handlebars 
tells you your motorcycle is alive again. 
Every Spring the feeling is the same and 1 
get the same grin from ear to ear as I pull 


Now Europe's number one selling helmet comes to America with a new concept in 
design and safety. The sleek Italian styled IntegralNava2 features a unique three- 
.position "Speed Control" face shield which, when you accelerate, automatically 
lowers ... and then automatically snaps shut into an exclusive smooth "Flo-Line" 
design with no protruding or recessed parts for the best in aerodynamic perfor- 
mance, quietness and safety. The IntegralNava2 is used in competition by more 

than 2 ,000 pro racers around tne world for its high performance, ruggedness and 
lightweight comfort. Get your head into an IntegralNava2 at your favorite dealer today! 


You move out with the 
"Speed Control" visor 
inthe open position. 


At near 35.mph, visor 
automatically lowers to 
tical position, one inch 


out of the driveway for the first Spring ride. 
I envy those who live in warm and sunny 
climates, who can ride their bikes year 
around. I envy them except for that one 
moment in Spring, when I am the fortu- 
nate one. 
Thomas D. Huning 
Stevens Point Wis. 


SUZUKI 65550ЕТ 


Re: The Suzuki GS550ET in your Feb- 
ruary, 1980 issue. I bought a red 550 after 
much shopping around looking at several 
models from each of the Big Four. I chose 
Suzuki because of the price, past experi- 
ence with Suzuki and the attitude and 
interest of the dealer. 

In general, your article was quite accu- 
rate. The bike you sampled had the same 
characteristics as mine: 

l. Starting: Thank God this bike starts 
easier than the 1979 models. If you work 
the choke knob in and out several times the 
bike warms up enough to be idled at 2000 
to 2500 while a minute or two is allowed 
for full warmup. That should be easier on 
the engine than 5000 rpm. 

2. Flat spot off idle: І only have trouble 
when starting out up hill. It takes an even 
hand to avoid either power loss or a lurch-> 


Leadership in Sports Protection 


"avg 


18210 Sherman Way, Reseda, CA 91335 


2% 


) 


At about 50 mph, visor 
automatically snaps shut 
into-a smooth continuous 


"Flo-Line"with no protruding 


or recessed'parts. 


000 
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ing start (both of which are not at all 
severe, only annoying). 
3. No kick starter: I am from the old 
school. I would still like to have that lever 
there... 
4. Vibration: If the vibration peak is at 
4000 rpm as you say, then I am even more 
pleased with the 550. I am still breaking it 
in and haven’t used over 5000 rpm yet. 
5. My sole complaint: It's not shafty. A 
shaft drive would make the 550 the com- 
pletely perfect bike of that size for me. 
The rest of the article had several pleas- 
ant surprises and reassuring good 
comments. 
I look forward to each issue of Cycle 
World because of the excellent articles and 
photos. 





Charles T. Foley 
Hixson, Tenn. 


GERMAN SAFETY LAWS 

I think your magazine is great but your 
February, 1980 issue really surprised me. 
(We Have Ways to Make You Safe) 

Aren’t motorcycles and riders picked on 
enough already about air pollution stan- 
dards, noise controls, helmets, etc.? Why 
would you want to print an article on how 
the Germans run their program? This will 
only make the problem we have now even 





































Tom Elrod of Austin, Texas is a systems 
engineer for I.B.M. He also runs his own business 
building hi-performance motorcycles for all 
types of use. Tom's personal transportation bike 
is a 1974 Kawasaki 72-1 with.a.4075. ccm. 
and a DYNA Ії Electronic Ignition. Tom 
averages 250 miles a week of allaround riding, 
and for over 3 years his DYNA 1° has provided 
faultless, reliable performance in all kinds of 
weather, with no maintenance. 

Tom's technical ability is demonstrated every 
year during his trips to the Bonneville National 
Speed Trials in Utah. In the past 3 years, Tom and 
his associates have set 8 records using the 
DYNA Ш Ignition, and this year he was added 
to Bonneville's exclusive 200 MPH club, when he 
averaged 200.022 for a new class record on his 
DYNA lll® powered twin engine Kawasaki. 
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greater. After all. if Joan Claybrook reads 
the article, training wheels may become 
mandatory by 1981. 

The instructors “and inspectors should 
first learn what safety means before they 
try to teach it to anyone else. 

Bill DeVito 
Lynbrook, N.Y. 

Don't kid yourself. Joan Claybrook and 

minions already know all about the German 


program. They've visited there and one of 


the most popular things the safety profes- 
sionals would like to do here is have manda- 
tory inspection. 

Of course the German program is badly 
run, foolish, wasteful, etc. We published that 
story because it can happen here. Unless you 
write your Congressman instead of us. 


NORTH TO ALASKA 

I am an 18 year old college student and 
an avid motorcyclist. Having toured 6000 
miles to Nova Scotia last summer on a 
Yamaha 500 Single, I look forward to this 
summer's trip to Alaska. (On a Yamaha 
650 Special. limited capital, and three 
months of vacation). I plan to make a giant 
loop through the southwest. up north 
along the Pacific Coast to Alaska and 
return through the Rocky Mountains. 

Rather than going by hit or miss, I would 


On The Road or On The Salt 


Tom knows what it takes to make a good 
ignition. That is why he uses DYNA* Ignitions on 
all of his own, and his customers' bikes. He 
knows they are unsurpassed in performance 
and reliability. 


The DYNA S® is a new, completely self- 
contained electronic ignition system. It utilizes 
the time-proven DYNA IlI*-circuitry, but by using 
state-of-the-art engineering techniques, the 
system is completely housed behind the point 
cover. That has been accomplished without 

“sacrificing the features that have made the | 
DYNA lll? a standard of quality in the 
motorcycle ignition field. The DYNA S* carries a 
3-year warranty and is.available'for Honda, 
Kawasaki, and Suzuki 4-cylinder motorcycles. 


A 


DYNA Ignitions Perform! 


Whether you are looking for maximum performance and economy, or just want fo eliminate 
breaker points and their attendant problems, it will pay you to investigate the DYNA® Ignitions. THE 
Send 50¢ for brochure, decal, and ordering information. 


DYNA Ili and DYNA S Electronic Ignitions are manufactured by: 
КУ. Products • 1062 E. Cypress St. е Covina, Calif. 91724 e 213: 331 






like to be able to plan my trip so as to see as 
much as possible. Any information or ad- 
vice pertaining to my trip from fellow 
motorcycle tourers would be greatly appre- 
ciated, particularly on points of interest, 
routes and special events. 

Ivar S. Tait 

1704 Normandy Blvd 

Tallahassee. Fla. 32303 


NO BETTER MOTORCYCLE 


І read with interest your test of a Ya- 
maha SR500 in the March, 1980 issue. Two 
years and 5000 miles ago. I bought one of 
the first SR’s in this area, and Га like to 
share some observations with your readers. 

Starting is, as you say. no big thing. Even 
in sub-freezing weather, no more than two 
or three kicks are needed. 

Tune-ups are a breeze. with one spark 
plug, two easily adjusted valves, and cam- 
chain tension the only items that ever need 
attention. Economy means more than just 
gas mileage. 

Excepting the shift detent, which was 
repaired under warranty, there have been 
no mechanical failures of any kind. 

The original tires were replaced with 
Dunlop K-81’s, sizes 4.25/85-18 and 4.10- 
19. The original shocks went limp within> 








The DYNA Ill” is covered by a 5-year warranty, 
and is available for Honda, Kawasaki, and 
Suzuki fours; late model BMW, Harley-Davidson, 
Moto Guzzi; and Yamaha Х5400, RD and 650 
twins. 


VYNNA 
.6202 IGNITIONS 
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Command 
Performance 


We asked what you wanted in 
a full performance fairing, and 
now, we’re ready to deliver: 
the new Shadow Classic. 
Hardly a surprise, coming from 
Pacifico, makers of the fairings 


built from the rider's point of view. | 


You asked for maximum pro- 
tection. Top performance. Plus 
better gas mileage, all in one. 

Exactly what we deliver. 





adjustable, rectangular 
headlight option. 


Top performance, by design. 

‘Til now, you had to make a 
choice: either comfort and pro- 
tection, or performance. Now you 
get both 


| air control the new Shadow 
system is |, Classic at any 
engineered authorized 
to in- Pacifico dealer 


| superior perform- system boosts 


| quality paint and pinstriping, plus | 





| for keys, glasses, 


Ш” 


| The Body Guards. 










Our built-in, 
flow-through 


| Ready for a look at what you've 
been looking for? See 





crease or write: 

aerodynamics, Pacifico, Inc. 

decrease неч 1625 S.E. Hogan, For simpler installa- 
Ў ur built-in, tion, anew radio 

drag. Result: louvered air Gresham, mounting system. 






Oregon 
ance and both comfort and 97030. 
mileage, plus the performance. 

fresh air you need. Where you 


need it! 


Good looks, made better. E 
You'll still get Pacifico's high Neat idea! 
Anew easy-access 
small items tray. 
the same super-tough 


| polyurethane finish used for 


aircraft protection. 

And now, we're offering a new MM 
headlight option, compatible with T 
both round and rectangular 
styles, so you can convert, 
whenever you choose. 
Sophistication, simplified. 

On the Shadow Classic dash, 
you'll find instruments and 
Sound systems mounted inter- 
nally, not stacked on top. A 
new in-dash radio mounting 
system that 
makes in- 
stallation easy. 
A handy 
small items 
tray that snaps into 
our dual locking 
compartments 





whatever. 


Fairings built from 
your point of view. 


Son Of A Gun!®...The Penetrating 
Protector. It helps protect vinyl, rubber and 
leather against everyday wear and tear 
to keep it looking good. 

Son Of A Gun! penetrates surfaces and 
leaves a rich, lustrous protective coating. 

Help protect your seats, dash, door 
panels, vinyl top, tires and bumpers with 
Son Of A Gun! from STP. 


Protect Vinyl, Rubber, Leather... "m 
KEEP A GOOD s 
THING GOING. 


© 1980 STP CORPORATION, 1400 W. COMMERCIAL BLVD., FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33310 
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1500 miles, and were replaced by S & W 
shocks and springs. The front fork oil was 
replaced with 20w. The original 10w thins 
out, causing a loss of damping, after a few 
miles of hard riding on hot days. I found 
the standard handlebar to be uncomfort- 
able, putting too much strain on the lower 
back. It was replaced with a Racer 1 Tour- 
ing Bar, which is lower, narrower, and puts 
more of the rider's weight on the arms and 
shoulders. It also shifts the rider's weight 
further forward, so the bike feels more 
balanced. I would recommend any or all of 
these changes to any owner who wants to 
improve the SR's already fantastic 
handling. 

A lot of people feel that the SR500 is 
slow. Well, anything with wheels that does 
0 to 60 in less than six seconds can hardly 
be called slow. For a bit extra, l've found 
that the stock muffler is very restrictive. At 
its 7000 rpm redline, the engine feels 
strained and out of breath. A good after- 
market exhaust (Racer | or Super Trapp) 
not only weighs less and looks and sounds 
better, but noticeably improves breathing. 
I don't have any hard figures but I can say 
that my bike now revs willingly up to the 
redline, making power all the way, where 
the stocker kicks the bottom out of the 
power curve at about 6000 rpm. The en- 
gine also seems to be stronger through the 
midrange. 

A quartz-iodine headlight is a must, and 
the SR's electrical system can easily supply 
the needed power. 

I've ridden a lot of bikes that were faster, 
smoother, more convenient to start or 
more comfortable. But I’ve never ridden 
anything that handles as precisely. and 
feels so much like an extension of the 
rider's will, as the SR500. That's what this 
Yamaha is all about, and those who under- 
stand what it has to offer will not be 
dissatisfied. For me and for many others, 
there is no better motorcycle. 

Giff Nickol 
Towson, Md. 


PRODUCT EVALUATION 


My thanks to Cycle World for the eval- 
uation on KV Products. Dyna III, CDI 
ignition (March, 1977). 

I purchased a unit and installed it on my 
776 Honda 750F. After two years (still 
covered under a five year warranty). it was 
necessary to return the unit to KV Prod- 
ucts for repair and/or replacement. 

Later I received a letter from KV stating 
that after testing the ignition thoroughly, 
the problem was a few cracked solder 
joints. Instead of returning my old re- 
paired ignition, they sent me a new unit 
with all the latest improvements! 

Thank you, KV Products for standing 
behind the products you manufacture. 

Chris Laimit 
Long Beach, N.Y. 


continued on page 22 





THE МОЇ 
MOTORCYCLE 
SPARK PLUG 


Motorcycle dealers sell more NGK 
spark plugs than any other brand. Some 
бау it's because more new bikes come 
with МСК, which they do. Others say it's 
because our copper core design provides 
greater performance than other plugs, 
which is also true. But we think the real 
reason is that the people. who ride know 
that they can always depend on МСК. 
We'll settle for that. NOK— No. 1 in the 
world of motorcycles. 














SPARK 
PLUGS 
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те теу рты. 
[LSU URES 
continued from page 18 
HUSQVARNA 390CR 


I would like to respond to the test in the 
December 1979 issue on the Husqvarna 
390CR. I purchased a 1979 390CR in April 
and have nothing but praise for it. I have 
used it on the average of twice a week, and 
the only problems with it have been the 
paint on the back rim flaking off and the 
blowing of fork seals. 

The only modification I made was to 
purchase a "Phase 2" air filter. No other 
modifications were made other than nor- 
mal wear items. 

I personally feel it is the best looking 
open class bike around. It is also one of the 
easiest bikes to work on. with no excess 
garbage on it to get in your way. 

As you can tell, Pm sold on the Husky. 
This is my third one. I have tried other 
brands. but have always come back to 
Husqvarna. 

When it comes time for a new bike, the 
choice is simple. 








Charles C. Mackin 
Elyria, Ohio 
FOR LOYAL RD RIDERS 


Are you a true RD enthusiast? If so. you 
already know that Yamaha has stopped 








importing our middleweight superbikes 
into the U.S. just in time to keep the 1980 
monoshocked, watercooled RD 350 model 
in Europe. There's not much we can do 
about that but if we don't do something to 
unite the few remaining loyal RD riders in 
this country, our bikes will go down the 
drain the same way the legendary Ka- 
wasaki 750H2 did. Are we going to sit 
around and let people say things like, 
“That thing sounds like a bumble bee in a 
tin can and smokes like a pile of burning 
rubber."? Hell no! This year at the Ontario 
Six-Hour, Doug Draper. John Williams, 


N 

























and Glen Shopher finished eighth overall 
out of nearly a hundred riders, most of 
which were on 550s and 750s. 

I live a little south of the St. Louis area in 
Southern Illinois and would like very 
much to get together with any RD rider 
who has the same point of view as I do on 
this subject. Write me and let’s keep our 


RDs in front of the pack and have fun |. 


while doing it! 
Doug Schneider 
400 East Lawn 
New Athens, Ill. 


TUBE ADVICE 


Many riders are not aware of the impor- 
tant role a tube plays when the tire is 
punctured. If the tube splits after punctur- 
ing. vou get the feared sudden loss of air 
through the spoke holes. A good quality 
tube should not split when it is punctured, 
giving vou a somewhat gradual loss of air 
so that the rider will have a few precious 
seconds in which to come to a controlled 
stop. 

Riders should select their tube brand 
with the same care that thev select their 
tires. 

Arnold van Ruitenbeek 
Vice President 
Continental Tire Co. El 





HOW TO SAVE 
ON MOTORCYCLE 


INSURANCE. 
RIDE A HONDA. 





If you've ever tried to buy 
motorcycle insurance, you know 
how most insurance companies 
feel about motorcycles. At Honda, 
naturally, we feel differently. Your 
Honda dealer can tell you about it. 

Motorcycle physical damage 


insurance for Honda riders. 

If you now own a Honda, or 
you're thinking about buying one, all 
you do is ask a participating dealer 
for details or a referral. You could 
end up saving a good deal on your 
bike insurance. 


But that figures. Because 
getting you a good deal is one of 
Hondas favorite policies. 


HONDA 


FOLLOW THE LEADER. 


© 1980 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


This is not an offer of insurance. Program is available only from licensed agents. 
American Honda Motor Company and associated Honda companies are not insurers and are not party to 
insurance policies obtained through the program and assume no responsibility or liability. Available only where allowed by law. 
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QUALIFIED? 


I'm Russ Collins and | fig- 
ure that’s the big question 
when you're looking at 
high performance 
exhaust systems. Do the 
guys who make them 
know what they’re doing? 
Did they pay their dues? 
Are they qualified? 

Are they making total 
performance systems? Or 


are they just bending tubes. 


For over 20 years now, 
high-performance has 
been our living. Back in 
1969 we built the first 
4-into-1 collector system 
for a motorcycle. And 





it's gone on to include а 
string of Team R.C. 
records the other guys 
would like to match. If 
they knew how. 

Total performance 
means more than a | 
system that looks good, | 
or sounds trick. It means | 
increased horsepower. 
Improved fuel efficiency. 
Reliability. Quality. And 
compatibility with the full 
range of R. C. high per- 
formance equipment, 
including big bore kits, 
cams and valve springs, 
rods, clutches, carbs, 





ignition systems and the 
list goes on. 

Qualified? Damn 
straight we're qualified. 
We'll run our products 
heads up with anyone. 
Anywhere. Anytime. 
That's what made Team 
А. C. — Teson/Bernard, 
Vance/Hines, Russ 
Collins and The Sorcerer. 

If you own a high 
performance motorcycle, 
you want a true high per- 
formance system. And 
that's all we make. 

Join the only team 
that's qualified. Join R.C. 








R.C. HONDA CBX 6-into-2 

COLLECTOR EXHAUST SYSTEM 

Better breathing for Honda's wildest rocket. Cuts 
pounds. Boosts mid-range punch, overall 
response. Street legal in all 50 states. 

В.С. Part #0990— $299.00 


J 1% өш. 
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В.С. BIG BORE KITS 

High-performance for street or strip. No cylinder 
head mods necessary. Includes four competition- 
type forged silicone aluminum alloy pistons with 
rings, wrist pins and aluminum alloy buttons. 

R. C. Kits —$224.00 (CBX higher) 





Н.С. YAMAHA Х511 4-into-1 

COLLECTOR EXHAUST SYSTEM 

Improves power characteristics; reduces weight, 
increases cornering clearance. Available in deep 
chrome or black finish. Street legal in all 50 states. 
R.C. Part #0997 — $199.95 


THESE PARTS AND MORE ARE AVAILABLE FOR 650-1100cc 4-CYLINDER HONDAS, SUZUKIS, KAWASAKIS, AND YAMAHAS. CBX'S TOO. 





ORDER TOLL FREE 
(800)-421-2715 


DIAL (213)-327-6858 FROM CALIFORNIA 


VISA, MASTERCHARGE ACCEPTED 





OUR SKILL IS A MATTER OF RECORD 


ENGINEERING 


В. C. ENGINEERING : 13300 Estrella Ave.» Los Angeles, CA 90248 


ive me one for the road, | 
and one for, my lady. 


i 





>” When you see the Harley-Davidson® 
name on our clothing, you know it's 

been designed with riding in mind. 

We make sure the look and fit of 
anything you choose is always right. 
Whether you ride, or just want to look 

like you do. And your Harley dealer 
offers a terrific selection: leathers, 
denims, jackets, and lots more. 


The Harley T-Shirt: : | Do our denim number. 5 
a great tradition. un p x i Not just jeans, but shirts, jackets 
Pick out a selection о VOD ES à н and vests too. Pre-washed or || 
ing, regular, tailored by Wi 
ar 
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ROUNDUP 


GUILT WITHOUT ASSOCIATION 


Е enge there's a prayer, or maybe 
it’s just a folk saying, about how we 
need more protection from our friends 
than from our enemies. Whichever, the 
moral fits motorcycling, as just about the 
time our critics are put on the defensive by 
recognition of the motorcycle as an infla- 
tion-fighter. we get the worst possible 
press, thanks to a man who likes bikes. 

Can’t quite call him a villain, so the 
focal point here is U.S. Representative 
Robert S. Walker of the 16th District, 
Pennsylvania. Rep. Walker is chairman of 
the House Republican Research Commit- 
tee’s Task Force on Welfare Reform, and as 
an outgrowth of that work Rep. Walker has 
introduced in Congress a bill calling for 
the creation of a federal strike force to 
investigate crimes committed by “outlaw 
motorcycle gangs.” 

Yes. Seems the welfare reform task force 
held hearings and was told that outlaw 
motorcycle gangs are organized, are a ma- 
jor criminal element, have a network of 
leaders, employ terrorism, and have the 
numbers and ability to cross state lines and 
pose “formidable and overwhelming” (to 
quote from the resolution) problems for 
state and local law enforcement officers 
to ш ele: 

Now then. Surely nobody is in favor of 
organized crime, welfare abuse. nar- 


cotics traffic, strong-arm robbery 
and all the other violations on the 
list. 


Just as surely. there are 
already laws on the books. 
laws which provide penalties 
and such for people who rob. 
steal and cheat. There are 
organized crime rings. There 
are already federal agencies in 
existance to provide help and 
coordination of state and 
local efforts. 

Whats new here is the 
inclusion of motorcycles. 
Due to conditioning.some- 
how we fear the public finds 
it all too easy for the full 
name. Outlaw Motorcycle 
Gang. to roll off the tongue and 
into the reaction center of the brain. 
Outlaw Motorcycle Gang. Sure. See 
them all the time. We know what 
they look like and we know what 
they ride. 

We have no firsthand knowledge 
Illustration by Doug Roy 


of this particular bill. or issue. We're told it 
began in Pennsylvania.where rampant wel- 
fare abuse was discovered and where it 
appeared that some of the abusers owned 
or rode motorcycles. Hence, the link. And 
the effort by Rep. Walker to take action, to 
do something about what's been presented 
in his state as a problem. 

What we worry about, though. is this 
easy connection. It's simplistic to list this. 
but mobsters ride in cars. Smugglers use 
boats and airplanes. Has there been any 
bill introduced to deal with Outlaw Private 
Pilots? Outlaw Offshore Sailors? 

Shucks no. There's no image to dwell 
on. We know what out- 
law bikers look like. 
But somehow 

outlaw sailors 
conjures up. 
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what? An America’s Cup boat crewed by 
pegleg pirates? 

So we get singled out. If major crimes 
like drug smuggling and extortion are 
committed by outlaw motorcycle gangs, 
then it follows that outlaw motorcycle 
gangs commit awful crimes. 

Next? The American Motorcyclist Asso- 
ciation has been asked, in seriousness, by 
local law enforcement agencies to provide 
a list of AMA clubs in one region. Right. 
So the officers can distinguish between 
lawful and outlaw, 

The AMA properly refused. There are 
motorcycle clubs that don’t belong to the 
AMA. That doesn’t make them bad guys. 
Start demanding membership cards and 
what's next? Interrogation because of the 
bike you ride, the clothes you wear, the 
length of your hair? 

What’s been missed is that the outlaw 
gangs, of the type subject to the proposed 
strike force, simply are motorcycle gangs 
the way the drug smugglers are pilots, that 
is, not much. 

About our friend. Rep. Walker 
likes motorcycles. He rides one. 
Quoting from a letter to Melvin 

Stahl of the Motorcycle Indus- 
try Council. Rep. Walker says 

"| am an enthusiastic. supporter 

of the use of the motorcycle for 

sport, recreation and fuel efficient 
transportation... l am including an 
additional clause in H. Con. Res. 220 
(the strike force resolution . . . ed.) which 
specifies that the legislation is targeted 
only to that irresponsible outlaw gang ele- 
ment. The clause will also acknowledge 
that this element is damaging to the wel- 
fare and public image of the vast majority 
of law-abiding Americans who enjoy 
motorcycles." 

What will come of all this? Probably not 
very much. Resolutions calling for this or 
that are easy to submit. There's usually a 
flurry of news, pro and/or con, and the 
proposal fades away. its purpose having 
been achieved. 

Public memory being what is, 
though. our concern is that long 
after the resolution has disap- 

peared without the creation of the 
strike force, and long after the clause 
defending motorcycles has become fine 
print, the non-riding public will remember 
that those bad-looking guys on the big 
bikes are outlaws, and worse. e 
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QUICKSILVER 


Sport-Riding. 
Then. 
And Now. 


Used to be sport- 
riders had two choices. 
Face the fatigue of con- 
stant wind buffeting. 
Or fiddle with a flimsy, 
handlebar-mounted 
windshield. 

That was it. And the full-bodied protection of a 
touring fairing was just unnecessary. 

So much for yesterday. 

Today there's a riding revolution going оп by 
the name of Quicksilver.® Its design is lean and 
light. Perfectly suited for the sport-rider and his 
machine. 


Uu s uus 
Wd dv 
Stylish rectangular headlight 


and running-light turn signals 
come standard. 


4 Wy Wu 
Fairings. Redefined. 

Quicksilver adds a whole new definition to the 
word fairing. 

Never before has a fairing beenas slim and light- 
weight — yet still provide the rider comfort and 
wind protection Quicksilver delivers. 

It measures a narrow 25 inches across. And on 
the average, Quicksilver adds only 17 pounds to 
the bike. 

With Quicksilver, rider views are unobstructed. 
Апа traditional touring fairing bulkiness has been 
completely eliminated. 

As for handling, if it weren't for the comfort- 
pocket of still air, you'd hardly know Quicksilver is 
there. 

















DELIVERS 


Speed Styling. 
Sensible 
Practicality. 


- «oL af *X Eom me anan ar 
VENDENT тәнге leading edge їо the 
delwer 15% more wind protec. handsome, textured 
tion. cockpit, Quicksilver is 

built tough — molded 
from shock-absorbing ABS plastic. 

Every square inch is designed with the rider in 
mind. There’s two tonneaus for stowing gear — 
each with a detachable vinyl cover. Black accent 
running lights/turn signals соте standard. Three 
windshield sizes are available — including the 
new 21-inch Tourer providing maximum windflow 
protection. 

For longer rides, Vetter’s exclusive easy-to- 
attach Wingtips yield a 75 percent increase in wind 


protection — while adding only 9 ounces in total 
weight. 

And Quicksilver features frame-mounting — 
with custom designed hardware — that securely 
bolts оп їо each о? today’s leading motorcycles. 
Sport-Riding. Personified. 

If you ever thought you'd never ride behind a 
fairing — think again. Quicksilver opens up a 
whole new world of sport-riding. 

Check out Quicksilver at your local Vetter 
dealer. Or write for more information: Vetter 
Corporation, Rantoul, Illinois 61866. AMA 


© 1980 Vetter Corporation 


THE FINEST. ALWAYS WILL BE. 








б uzuki has introduced several new mo- 
torcycles for 1980 in both street and 
dirt categories. 

Two of the new Suzukis are 400cc four- 
stroke Singles. both based on the SP400 
dual purpose bike. but set up strictly for 
the street. There's the GN400 styled like 
Suzuki's L models with a stepped seat. 
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MORE SUZUKIS FOR 1980 


bucko handlebars, and cast wheels. Then 
there’s the base model GN400X with wire 
spoke wheels, shorter handlebars, a flatter 
seat, but with the same 16 in. rear tire. Both 
models look slightly raked with the long 
leading axle forks and low rear end. 
Being essentially SP400s, they have a 
396cc sohc engine. 36mm CV carb, five- 





speed transmission and a claimed dry 
weight of 313 Ib. A single disc front and 
drum rear brake are used on both models. 
Gas tank capacity is 3.0 gal.. wheelbase is 
55.5 in. The electronic ignition and auto- 
matic compression release are new on the 
Suzuki Single this year. 

A smaller Suzuki street bike is the 
GS250 four-stroke Twin. Much like the 
new (55450, the GS250 uses a gear driven 
counterbalancer shaft to smooth out the 
engine, eight-valve TSCC head and a pair 
of CV carbs. The GS250 only comes styled 
like the larger L models with stepped seat. 
megaphone-style mufflers and the L-style 
gas tank. Wire spoke wheels and a single 
disc front brake complete the package. 

For dirt riders Suzuki has the RS175 and 
RS250. a pair of immitation PEs. Designed 
as play bikes. the RSs have PE-style tanks, 
seats and sidepanels. but lower prices than 
the serious enduro machines. 

The RS models aren't street legal. like 
the TS models. but offer enduro lighting, 
just like the PEs. No suspension figures 
have been listed, though the RS uses a box- 
type steel swing arm and leading axle 
forks. Both have reed-valve two-stroke en- 
gines and six-speed transmissions. primary 
kick start, electronic ignition and full float- 
ing rear brake. 
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onda’s latest factory motocrosser, the 

453cc RC500M, has a single shock 
rear suspension like the water cooled 250s 
that showed up at Anaheim. Biggest dif- 
ference between the 250 and open bikes is 
the water cooling; only the 250 has it. The 


shock is almost vertical in the middle of 


the bike. The top of the large shock bolts to 
the end of the main backbone. the bottom 
mounts to a rocker arrangement on the 
front part of the swing arm. The rocker 
changes the leverage ratio, making shock 
damping and spring rate simpler. 

Many parts of the 212 Ib. bike are alumi- 
num including: kick starter. brake pedal. 
shift lever, shock reservoir. triple clamps. 
silencer, static arm, chain guide, head stay. 
and swing arm. The swing arm appears to 
be made from many stamped pieces and 
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the lower part furnishes the necessary gus- 
seting, thanks to the shape of the stamping 
that is deeper below the rocker attaching 
point. Strange welds show at the sides of 
the swing arm in about the right location 
for a cross brace—could the cross brace 
extend through the inner side and weld to 
the outermost side? Honda is not saying. 
common for them. The frame has double 
front downtubes and heavy triangulation 
in the area where the lower part of the 
rocker mounts to it. 

Honda calls its suspension design Pro- 
Link. Looks like all the Japanese racing 
teams are sold on single shock motocross 
bikes. Suzuki is working on their version of 
a single shock racer but we haven't seen 
one yet. Honda's design is the cleanest so 
far. 





TOP GEAR TESTING 


О“ of the (several) improvements 
provided by our onboard computer is 
that it, unlike any and all collections of 
stopwatches and timing lights, can deliver 
accurate reports on times to speed and 
distance, self-contained. 

We've taken advantage of this by enlarg- 
ing the test section of our road tests. to 
show times for accelerating while rolling. 

There are two times; 40-60 mph and 60- 
80 mph, shown on the panel in seconds. 
Both are done with the test bike in its top 
gear. The method is simple. The bike is in 
high gear, with throttle wide open. We get 
a printout of the time between set speeds. 
i.e. 30, 40, 50, 60, etc., and we take the 
numbers off the tape and subtract. 

Why? Because until now, all we've re- 
ported has been complete acceleration, 
from rest up to 120 mph or so, depending 
on the machine. That's fine when it comes 
to showing dragstrip performance and for 
comparing peak output of engines. 

But few of us ride only at the strip. Most 
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of our riding is done on the road, and 
useful performance is how quickly the bike 
will get out and around the slow truck, or a 
line of cars. 

Pulling power is just as important and 
the roll-on test shows that better than any 
through-the-gears test can. 

Pulling power and passing power both 
are functions of the same thing: a surplus. 
the difference between how much power is 
required to cruise down the road at a 
steady speed. and how much power a given 
engine produces. wide open. in top gear at 
that speed. The motorcycle that goes from 
40 to 60 in top quickly will be the motorcy- 
cle that sails effortlessly uphill or around 
the truck, or hauls the fairing and luggage 
without strain. (The touring bike tests later 
in this issue illustrate the point quite well.) 

In sum, we haven't taken road tests off 
the strip and onto the highway. But we 
have added some tests all riders can relate 
to. 


HOW TO LEARN TO DO IT 


















































N ow that we've learned the obvious, i.e. 
that inexperienced and untrained 
riders are more likely to have accidents 
than are those with good habits and lots of 
miles behind them, it's time for some 
encouraging words. 

By request. We've heard from readers 
who are new to the sport, and who agree 
that the school of hard knocks isn't the best 
place to learn. Fine, they say, but how do 
we find the right school? 

There is no national program, for in- 
stance. What little we've heard from the 
federal government is that politicians and 
their helpers back away from rider train- 
ing. It would only encourage youth to ride 
motorcycles, they reason, and we all know 
we can’t have that. 

Several of the 
enlightened. 

And we have the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation. The MSF, a privately funded 
non-profit organization, is the place where 
the best riding instruction systems come 
from. MSF doesn't teach riding. Instead, 
they have prepared all the books, films, 
etc., and they provide the material for 
schools and dealer organizations, police 
departments, whoever wants them. The 
trained instructors get the help they need. 

MSF also keeps track of riding schools. 
Not just the ones using MSF material, but 
all the various places, public and private, 
where the new motorcycle rider can receive 
good advice and training. MSF keeps a 
constant file on schools, updated several 
times a year. 

And they give this information away. 

All you need to do is ask. If you'd like a 
list of rider schools and courses in your 
area, any place in the U.S., write to Judith 
Johnsen, Research Department, Motorcy- 
cle Safety Foundation, 780 Elkridge Land- 
ing Road, Linthicum, Md. 21090. 


states are more 





SHOWING OFF 


NN ж will sponsor what is 
expected to be the world's largest mo- 
torcycle show this summer when the H-D 
people bring their Artistry in Iron show to 
the Los Angeles Sports Arena July 11 and 
12. 

There are 19 classes for up to 400 entries 
of Harley-Davidsons broken into three cat- 
egories, Vintage. Custom and Competi- 
tion. Additional classes for motorcycle art, 
everything from gas tanks to metal sculp- 
ture to photography. will be included. 
There is no entry fee and the show winner 
will receive his choice of new Harley- 
Davidsons. ke е: rater % 














MAY 1 980 /3 1 





уу 
22 
Е 


TRO DAD 
АРДА ; | 


ЕИ 34 
Pickens 
ы: s 


= 





%% %%% 


АЙ 


2222 Ж 





need special riding techniques to cruise 
around town. 

The factories using CV carbs are using 
them because they perform well in emis- 
sions tests. and because lean jetting doesn’t 
give the cold-ride bothers common to 
some of the EPA-legal slide-throttle jobs. 

So. In the same package, Kawasaki has 
provided power, economy. smoothness and 
done all the law requires. How? 

The key is Kawasaki’s clean air injection 
system. It feeds fresh air. drawn from the 
airbox through a system of hoses. a one- 
way valve and two reed valve assemblies. 
into the exhaust ports in the head. where 
unburned hydrocarbons ignite upon con- 
tact with the oxygen in the fresh air. As the 
exhaust gas passes through port and the 
valve closes. a vacuum is created and it 
pulls in more clean air. so an air pump— 
used in many car engines—isn't needed. 
The effect is simply reduced emissions at 
the exhaust pipe. without the problems 
associated with ultra-lean carburetion. 

The 553cc KZ550 engine has a bore and 
stroke of 58 x 52.4mm. and is based on the 
European model Z500 introduced in 1979. 
The only difference between the European 
model 500cc engine and the America mar- 
ket 550cc engine is the air injection system 
used on the U.S. model and an increase of 
3mm in bore size. 

The 550 has 27mm intake valves and 
24mm exhaust valves. with two valves per 
cylinder. The valve stems are just 5.5mm in 
diameter, both for light weight and mini- 
mal interruption of gas flow in the port. 
(For comparison. a KZ650's valves have 
7mm o.d. stems.) The valves are operated 
by double overhead camshafts with lobes 
riding directly on valve buckets. with ad- 
justor shims located on top of the valve 
stems, underneath the buckets. Like the 
similar KZ650 engine, the buckets must be 
removed to reach and replace the shims for 
valve lash adjustment purposes. and like 
the 650, the camshafts must be removed 





Leading axle fork flexes at high speed, es- 
pecially in S-turns. 
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before the buckets can be pulled and the 
shims replaced. 

But while that system has maintenance 
disadvantages. it has three advantages. 
First. since a small shim is used under- 
neath the bucket instead of a large shim 
held on top of the bucket by a lip. the shim 
cannot be kicked out of place (and through 
the cylinder head casting) by the lobe of a 
radical aftermarket hop-up camshaft 
(stock cams kicking a shim isn't very com- 
mon). Second, the smaller shim weighs less 
than a large top-mounted shim. so valve 
train weight is reduced and valve control at 
high rpm is improved (although that's not 
a factor using stock cams at the stock 
redline). Third, because the system is very 
stable. valve adjustments are generally not 
required as often as in the case of a con- 
ventional screw and locknut adjustment 
system. 

The camshafts are connected to the 
crankshaft by a narrow Hy-Vo cam chain. 
and an automatic cam chain tensioner is 
used. As the cam chain wears and slack 
increases. a spring-loaded tensioner bar 
moves forward. bearing on a long shoe 
which contacts the chain. Another spring- 
loaded bar comes in at a right angle. Each 
bar is wedge shaped at the point of inter- 
section, and as the tensioner bar advances. 
the lock bar's wedge tip moves underneath 
the tensioner bar's wedge tip. keeping the 
tensioner push bar from retreating. A rub- 
bing block in the cam cover bears on the 
chain between the intake and exhaust 
cams. 

The intake valve in each combustion 
chamber is recessed. creating in effect a 
ridge around the edge of the valve closest 
to the spark plug. That ridge increases the 
velocity of the incoming fuel mixture as 
the intake valve opens. helping to effi- 
ciently fill the cylinder at slow engine 
speeds while increasing mixture tur- 
bulance and flame speed at all engine 
speeds. 





KZ550 brake pads have a high metallic con- 
tent for good wet weather stopping. 





Front brake master cylinder has a level 
gauge for easy fluid level monitoring. 


Another neat touch here. Because the 
550 breathes well and develops good power 
without resorting to hyper-tuning, the 
valve timing can be designed to work well 
at relatively low revs. The 550’s intake 
valves open at 20° BTDC and close at 
48° ABDC, while the exhaust valves open 
at 48°BBDC and close at 20°ATDC. for a 
duration of 248°. measured at 0.3mm lift. 
Mild indeed. Lift for all valves is 7.3mm. 

The end result is that the KZ550 makes 
about as much peak horsepower as say. a 
GS550 Suzuki but has much more mid- 
range and low-rpm response and power 
with better fuel economy as well. 

(If the whole idea of improved cylinder 
charging. shorter cam timing and im- 
proved torque sounds a lot like the touted 
benefits of the TSCC—Twin Swirl Com- 
bustion Chamber—system used in Suzuki 
GS450, 65750 and GS1100 engines. that's 
not surprising. What we're seeing in the 
case of the KZ550—as we saw in the case of 
the Suzukis—is combustion chamber de- 
sign used to significantly accentuate the 
swirl and turbulance found in all engines. 
and to use that swirl to improve volumetric 
efficiency at usable engine speeds. At least 
one wag, comparing the Kawasaki system 
to the Suzuki method. referred to Ka- 
wasaki's “ Single Swirl Combustion 
Chamber.") 

The rest of the Kawasaki engine is 
straightforward and conventional. Pistons 
are slightly domed. producing a 9.5:1 com- 
pression ratio. The crankshaft is forged 
one-piece, with plain bearings. 

Power from the crankshaft is transferred 
through a Hy-Vo primary chain to a jack- 
shaft. which drives the clutch basket by 
gear The KZ550 clutch has the same 
number of plates as the KZ650. but has a 
smaller o.d. and thinner plates. Yet the 
width of the contact surface area on the 
drive plates is actually wider. measuring 
ll.5mm to the 650’s 11тт. The steel 
driven plates are smooth. without the 
usual spanking die dimples. The clutch 
hub is secured to the splined end of the 
input shaft by a large nut which has been 
pressed into an oval shape—it takes a big 
wrench or an air gun to remove the nut, but 
chances аге slim it'll ever come off on its 
own. 

Kawasaki engineers did another uncon- 
ventional thing with the internal gear 
ratios. Everybody knows that close-ratio 
gears are used in racing, so the normal 
technique is to provide close ratios for the 
road, whether needed or not. 

The KZ550 has relatively wide ratios. in 
particular the jump between 5th and 6th. 
where the difference is a whopping 21 
percent. (For comparison, the jump from 
4th to top (5th) on the KZ650 is 14 per 
cent.) 

The lower five of the 550's six speeds are 
lower than. for example. the ratios of the 
rival Suzuki GS550. Overall. the KZ goes 
6.25. 7.06. 8.31. 10.14. 13.08 and 18.89. For 
the GS, it’s 6.30, 6.89. 7.73. 9.09. 11.71 and 
17:57; 

Now. What this means is that the GS 


ratios keep the engine from having to 
speed up or slow down a lot when the rider 
is shifting, i.e. the engine can be held at 
peak. The KZ has more of a jump and the 
engine could fall off the cam. as the racers 
say. 

‘Except there is по cammy. peaky power 
band to fall off of. Instead. the KZ is 
turning more revs in the intermediate 
gears at the same road speeds. which 
means more acceleration, while in top gear 
both the GS550 and the KZ550 are run- 
ning at the same engine speeds. The KZ 
gets good acceleration through the gears 
and doesn’t have to buzz on the highway. 

An interesting feature of the KZ550 
transmission—as well as other Kawasaki 
gearboxes—is a neutral lock-in. Three ball 
bearings are positioned inside the output 
shaft's slider fifth gear. which moves to 
engage first gear. When the output shaft is 
moving. i.e.the bike is rolling. the three 
balls are thrown to the outside of their 
cavity. If the shaft isn't moving. at least two 
of the balls fall against the output shaft. 

What this means is that when the rider 
rolls to a stop in first gear and pulls up on 
the shift lever. the transmission will only go 
into neutral. The balls have dropped into a 
bevelled groove and the shift drum can't 
rotate any farther. When the bike moves. 
though. the balls are spun clear and the 
drum will rotate. ! 

Mixed reviews here. This does mean you 
can't possibly nor find neutral when you 
want it. Just go to first and pull up. 

On the other hand. suppose you want 
second and the bike is stopped? What if 
the battery is flat and you want to bump- 
start the engine? Like the clutch lever lock- 
out, the no-reserve petcock and a few 
more, it's a clever idea for which we 
haven't heard a demand. 

The KZ550's countershaft sprocket is 
held on the output shaft's splines by a plate 
and two 6mm bolts. instead of the pre- 
viously-used giant nut. That means that 
owners wanting to alter gearing won't have 
to have a 27mm socket and a breaker bar to 
change the sprocket. 

Ignition is conventional breaker points 
firing 12mm spark plugs. No. points aren't 
as "trick" as an electronic ignition. and yes. 
they will require maintenance at regular 
intervals. But on the plus side, points igni- 
tions don't have a potted-in-resin black 
box to ро Бай їп the middle of nowhere 
and can more easily be repaired on the 
road in case of failure. A points system is 
also cheaper. 

The important thing about the ignition 
system is not what it is but that it works. 
And since coils determine spark intensity. 
an electronic switching system replacing 
the points wouldn't necessarily mean a 
hotter spark at the plugs. 

Like the rest of the bike, the KZ550 
chassis is simple and straightforward. The 
frame has a single backbone with double 
downtubes. with heavy bracing at the 
steering head. Rake is 26°. trail 3.9 in.. 
wheelbase 54.9 in. 

The front forks have 36mm stanchion 


tubes (same size as the 650 and 1000 
stanchion tubes) and the front axle is 
positioned in front of the sliders. The 
swing arm is tubular steel and shocks are 
conventional dampers with spring preload 
adjustments only. The leading axle front 
forks yield 6.0 in. of travel. while the rear 
wheel travels a maximum of 3.7 in. 

Tires are Japanese Dunlops. a 3.25-19 
ribbed F7 in front and a 3.75-18 TT100 
K8l in the rear. That's an interesting com- 
bination in light of recent Dunlop adver- 
tisements featuring tire engineer Tony 
Mills advising against mixing tire profiles. 
The K81 has what Dunlop calls a “Trig- 
onic" profile. which means that it is more 
triangular in profile than the rounded F7 
front tire. We asked Mills about the tire 
combination of the Kawasaki. According 
to him, the combinaüon is not ideal. but if 
tires must be mixed, it is better to fit the 
rounder profile in front. as Kawasaki has 
done. Mills had no explanation as to why 
Kawasaki would pick that combination of 
tires. We don't either. 





Brakes are a single. drilled 11.6-in. 
hydraulic disc in front and a 7.0-in. drum 
in the rear. The front brake pads have a 
very high metal content to improve wet 
weather stopping performance. 

As always. it’s how the chassis and en- 
gine work together that counts. and the 
KZ550 is a good partnership. Because the 
bike has a relatively light weight, (442 Ib. 
ready to go, vs. the Suzuki GS550's 467 
Ib.). short wheelbase (54.9 in. compared to 
the GS550's 56.5. the SR500 Yamaha's 
55.5. the Laverda 500 Zeta's 55.1). steep 
rake (26? vs. the GS550's 29?.) and short 
trail (3.9 in. to the Suzuki's 4.7), it feels 
light and steers quickly. The first impres- 
sion is that it is a very small motorcycle. 
Changing direction around town is a snap. 
Turning around in the parking lot or get- 
ting out of the garage is not the wrestling 
match it can be with long-wheelbase. 
heavy, big motorcycles. Low speed hand- 
ing is perfect. 

As nimble as the 550 is around town. 
once the suspension is set correctly. the» 
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Ridge around intake valve increases charge 
velocity. Combustion chamber is offset for- 
ward, directing burnt gases toward exhaust. 
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Channels in center of main bearings ensure 
even and plentiful lubrication. 


Kawasaki is also stable at top speed in a 
straight line and at a fast pace on canyon 
roads. 

But when the rider really starts to push. 
some flaws show up. To evaluate high 
speed handling safely. we took the KZ550 
to Riverside Raceway and flung it around 
the road course. 

The KZ550 wobbled after hitting 
bumps in fast, sweeping turns with the 
shock preload set at maximum. After a pit 
stop to reset the preload to the third of five 
possible positions. the bike stopped wob- 
bling. When setting up suspension, assum- 
ing that the motorcycle does not have a 
serious cornering clearance problem. it's 
best to try for achieving maximum suspen- 
sion travel possible without setting the 
suspension too soft. With too much spring 
rate or spring preload. the suspension 
won't react to bumps and dampen the 
shock. and a wobble can result. Too little 
preload or spring rate can result in the 
suspension bottoming constantly and 
wobbles starting as the suspension hits 
bottom. The goal is somewhere in 
between. 

The Riversides esses can be taken flat- 
out on a bike of the Kawasaki's size and 
speed, but the front end flexes in transi- 
tions from left to right to left. The rider can 
feel a delay in steering as he levers on the 
bars to make the motorcycle turn. What 
feels like a delay in steering reaction is 
actually the front end twisting under han- 
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Reed valves control air in clean air system. 
When exhaust valve closes, vacuum in the 
exhaust port pulls air through the reed 
valves and into the port through a cylinder 
head passageway. 





Kawasaki clean air system brings air from 
airbox through tubes and one-way valve to 
cam cover. 





KZ550 base gasket is thin, tough plastic with beads of sealer applied. You can't tear it or pull it 


apart with bare hands. 


dlebar input before moving the front 
wheel. 


At high speed the gyroscopic effect of 


the spinning wheel acts to hold the wheel 
upright and straight. so it takes more force 
to turn the wheel—and thus the motorcy- 
cle—as speed increases. In town or at lower 
speeds. the 550 feels fine. 

The high speed flex seems to be coming 
from the willingness of the forks to twist 
between the axle and the clamps. 

Most of the time, the flex won't be felt 
because most of the time most of us plain 
aren't riding at the limit. Even on the track 
it won't be too much of a handicap. Riders 
will adapt. just as they have to other flexing 
fronts in the past. 

The flex appears to be a matter of not 
having enough resistance built into the 
front axle mount. or the triple clamps. or 
both. A matter of wanting to keep the 
weight down. perhaps. or of building lead- 
ing axle forks to a competitive price. 

What makes the KZ550 work as a sports 
bike is its light. predictable behavior in 
slower speed corners. where it's possible to 
turn at any point the rider wants and pick 
any one of many lines. Passing traffic? No 
problem. A moving chicane in mid-turn 
can be ridden around or underneath with- 
out trouble. 

The Kawasaki doesn't have to be fought 
into. around or out of a curve. It will dive 
in and out instantly. 

Cornering clearance is exceptional. 


helped not only by the positioning of the 
footpegs and stands. but also by the nar- 
rowness of the engine across the crank- 
cases. including the alternator and ignition 
covers. The KZ550 powerplant is 19.5 in. 
wide. a full inch narrower than the 
Suzuki's 20.5-in. width. 

But the cornering clearance cannot be 
used to full advantage because the 
KZ550's tires slide along before anything 
more substantial than the rubber footpeg 
covers touch down. Even dragging the pegs 
is risky with the stock tires. and when 
pressed further the Kawasaki's rear tire 
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Six-speed 550 transmission (shown) will 
drop right into KZ650 crankcases. 


breaks loose and the back begins to come 
around. In fact, the only time we scraped 
the centerstand was with the 550 leaned 
over and almost full-lock sideways on 
Riverside's downhill. lefthand Turn Seven. 
The rider was pleased to finish the turn 
upright. 

The tires didn't do well in braking tests 
either. Anybody interested in riding a 
KZ550 hard on twisty pavement should 
begin planning to replace the stock tires 
with Pirelli Phantoms. Metzeler Perfects. 
Dunlop K81 Mk. 115 or some other high 
performance tire. 

And unless that sporting riding will be 
done in the rain. the KZ550 pilot should 
replace the stock front brake pads with 
pads for the 1977-78 KZ650. Тһе 550% 
pads work in wet and dry, but they aren't as 
good in the dry as are pads with less 
metallic content. being more likely to fade 
under hard use. 

For those in rainy climes, the 550 pads 
will be best. For daily use it's better to have 
good stops under all circumstances that to 
have super stops dry. perhaps stops wet. ' 

(As a side note for Kawasaki owners. 
under no circumstances should the owner 
of a 1978 or earlier KZ install 1979-80 
high-metallic-content pads. The 79-80 
calipers have a built-in heat sink to carry 
away the heat generated by the metallic 
pads. Earlier calipers lack this and late 
pads in early calipers could lead to 
trouble.) 

Where the 550 absolutely shines is in 
engine performance. from lowend and 
mid-range torque that would do a normal 
750 justice to the fastest 550cc E.T. That 
engine torque means the 550 will come off 
corners hard or cruise around town at low 
rpm (2500-3000) in top gear. In an im- 
promptu roll-on from 50 mph. the KZ550 
in sixth gear left behind a 1340cc Harley- 
Davidson FLT 80 running in fourth gear 
(the Harley has five speeds). The ability to 
happily purr along at low rpm in higher 
gears has a lot to do with the bike's good 
gas mileage. 

Combined with the light weight and 
quick steering, the impression the rider 
gets from the KZ550's engine is that he's 
riding a 400 with 750 power. 

At the dragstrip the 550 turned 13.49 
sec. at 95.23 mph in the quarter and 
reached 109 mph in the half-mile. 
Through eight hard passes complete with 
burnouts and power shifts the engine never 
complained and the clutch didn't slip or 
grab. 

It might seem that with the amount and 
broad spread of power the KZ550 engine 
generates. the machine would be good for 
touring. There's nothing to stop a KZ550 
owner from heading for Daytona on a 
KZ550, but because the bike is oriented 
toward sport use, it isn't particularly com- 
fortable. The suspension. which does a 
good job at speed. is not as compliant as 
the suspension found on many bikes. 
which means that small. repetitive bumps 
like concrete highway expansion joints 





Valves are large for size of combustion chamber, with very thin stems. Shim fits underneath 
bucket and is replaced to adjust valve lash. 






rich enough to allow fast cold starts, and 
don't have CV carb flat spots. 





Me 
Cam chain is Hy-Vo. A rubbing block in the 
cam cover bears on chain between sprock- 
ets. Sprockets can be used for either intake 
or exhaust cam depending upon bolt holes 
used. 


aren't absorbed. but passed on to the 
rider. The seat is narrow, although not 
excessively hard. It’s also flat. not stepped. 
an advantage for the rider who wants to 
shift weight and move around while riding. 
The footpegs were too far forward to suit 
two staffers, one 5-foot-10, the other 5- 
foot1l. But one 6-foot-2 staff member 
liked the seating position just fine. and 
didn't find himself riding the bike with feet 
placed on the passenger pegs. which is 
what the shorter riders did. 

More important than a discussion of 
seating position preferred by various sized 
riders is the fact that the KZ550 has the 
basics all there in working order. Its superb 


Cam chain tensioner push bar (top) ad- 
vances as chain wears, while lock bar (right) 
wedges push bar and prevents it from back- 
ing up. 


engine and quick steering combined with 
high-speed stability make it the best sport- 
ing mount of its size, even though the 
OEM tires and brakes are definitely not 
high-performance oriented. 

In road racing organizations with an 
appropriate displacement class breaks. the 
KZ550 will rule the box stock and produc- 
tion classes. For riders not into pavement 
competition, the 550 will only deliver 
many thrills. much fun and excellent econ- 
omy. It is proof that bikes don't have to get 
heavier and bigger to get better. and if this 
is the way it's going to be in the future. sign 
us up for another 50 years of riding 
motorcycles. E 
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SPECIFICATIONS 


рибе 5 $2179 
Engine. dohc Four 
Bore x stroke ....58 x 52mm 
Displacement ............ 553cc 


Compression ratio ......9.5:1 
Carburetion....(4) 22mm TK 
Air filter ........ pleated paper 
Ignition ..battery and points 
Claimed power ........ 53 bhp 


@ 8500 rpm 
Claimed torque ....35 Ib./ft. 
@ 7000 rpm 

Lubrication 
system.............. wet sump 
Oil capacity .............. 3.2 qt. 
Fuel capacity ........ 3.88 gal. 
Starter „анн electric 
Electrical power ............ n.a. 
Вайету omo 12V 12AH 


Headlight ........ 12V 50/35W 
Primary 


dri e н Hy-Vo chain 
Clutch ........ wet, multi-plate 
Final drive ................ #530 


endless chain 
Gear ratios, overall:1 





GU anenee зада Т 6.25 
ӨШ е о 7.06 
ЕЕ ЕЕЕ 8.31 
ЗК зае com m ное 10.14 
ОШО т aes ear ee ааа 13.08 
disp 18.89 
Suspension 
Front ......telescopic forks 
ауе! КУЛУУ, 6.0 in. 
FREE iste re жанын swing arm 
travel .................. 3.7 in. 
Tires: 
Front 3.25H-19 Dunlop F7 
FROG „ое 3.75H-18 
Dunlop K81 
Brakes: 
FRO Mit с 11.6 in. disc 
Кеа. 7 in. drum 
Brake 


swept area ..141.6 sq. in. 
Brake loading (160-Ib. 
rider)........ 4.25 Ib./sq. in. 


Wheelbase. .............. 54.9 in. 
Rake/Trail.......... 26?/3.9 in. 
Handlebar width ........ 29 in. 
Seat height ............ 31.5 in. 
Seat width .............. 10.5 in. 


Footpeg height ...... 12 511. 
Ground clearance ....5.7 іп. 
Test weight (w/half- 


tank fuel) .............. 442 Ib. 
Weight bias, 

96 front/rear .......... 47/53 
Gross vehicle weight 

[atlng е 793 Ib. 
Load capacity .......... 351 Ib. 
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Time to speed —— 
Time to distance === 











udui ui peeds 


distance in ft. 























KAWASAKI KZ550 


ACCELERATION 


3000 


2500 


2000 


1500 











PERFORMANCE 
Standing '4-mile ..13.49 sec. 
@ 95.23 mph 

Top speed 

in Ye-mile .......... 109 mph 
Fuel consumption ..63 mpg 
Range 

(to reserve tank)..219 mi. 
Acceleration 





0230. xe ar a eo eee 2.0 sec. 
OAO ite HERRERA" 2.9 sec. 
(S50... seas etc 4.0 sec. 
(0:39 0L аем 5.5 sec. 
2.7.4 sec. 
0-80. marcsssemos 9.8 sec 
OO оо сота 11.5 ѕес 
О ОО! MN 15.6 вес. 
Тор деаг ассе!егаїїоп: 
40-60 mph .......... 5.4 sec. 
60-80 mph .......... 7.3 sec. 
Maximum speeds in gears 
E уух 38 mph 
DU ъа 55 mph 
SIC. eene qoia 72 mph 
SS cw im etu 87 mph 
Sth win ve cmm 103 mph 
СМ О 116 mph 
Speedometer error: 
30 mph 
indicated .......... 29 mph 
60 mph 
indicated.......... 59 mph 
Braking distance 
from 30 трһ............ 32 Tt. 
from 60 трһ.......... 144 ft. 


Engine speed 
@ 60 mph ........ 4902 rpm 
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В Imagine riding the 
best six big touring 
bikes available for a 
month; taking them 
on trips, taking them 
to the store, taking 
them for a Sunday 
ride. Finally, after 
thousands of miles 
and every possible : 
performance test, there are four questions 
to be answered: Which bike would you 
choose to ride on a cross-country trip? 
Which would you pick for a Sunday ride? 
Which do you like best regardless of cost? 
Which, considering cost, would you buy? 

Picking the best touring bike isn't a 
matter of determining what's fastest or 
what's biggest or what's cheapest. There's 
more to it than that. Besides the quarter 
mile times and the roll-on tests and 
mileage figures and weights and measure- 
ments, there are subjective evaluations 
every rider makes. That's why there are 
different approaches to the design of tour- 
ing bikes: we don't all go touring in the 
same manner. 

But there are differences worth noting. 








Not all of the touring machines avail- 
able are that different. Yamaha's XS1100, 
Kawasakis KZ1000 Shaft and Suzuki's 
GS$850 all have dohc inline four-cylinder 
engines set across the frames with a helical 
gear transmitting power from the transmis- 
sion countershaft to a driveshaft on the 
lefthandside of the motorcycle. They're air 
cooled, have four carbs, and 4-into-2 ex- 
hausts. They're also good performing mo- 
torcycles with impressive quarter mile 
times in the stock form. 

If the three inline Fours are almost 
identical, the other three bikes; the op- 
posed Twin BMW RIOOT. the V-Twin 
Harley-Davidson FLT-80 Tour Glide and 
the opposed: Four Honda GL1100 Gold 
Wing. are decidedly different. Different 
from each other and different from other 
motorcycles. The BMW is a lightweight, 
shaft drive sporting touring machine with 
long travel suspension and the simplest 
design. The Gold Wing, all new for 1980. is 
liquid cooled, complex. heavy, has an air 
assisted suspension and if it resembles any 
other touring bike, it would be the Harley- 
Davidson that's even heavier and has an 
оһу 45° Vee of an engine that's 1340cc, the 
largest of the test. 

The six machines here were chosen for 
several reasons. First rule was that each 
would be equipped as the factory (or dis- 
tributor) would equip it, for the open road 
and the long haul. Touring is a popular 
pastime and all the major factories are 
deeply involved. They are building or buy- 
ing for sale under their labels the fairings, 
bags, etc., that formerly were ordered and 
installed after the machine itself was deliv- 
ered. So it seemed appropriate that we use 
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bikes meant for touring and fitted out with 
the factory-approved equipment. (Later in 
this section we'll deal with the bits and 
pieces.) 

The six test machines here are not the 
only touring bikes on the market. They are 
in most cases the largest and/or the most 


specialized. 
Several logical choices are missing. Ka- 
wasaki’s KZ1300 and the Suzuki 


GS1000G aren't in the group because the 
importers didn't have them available as 
ordered. The U.S. importer was not able to 


ites. 


provide a Moto Guzzi. So instead of hav- 
ing all the touring machines on the market, 
we have the six that were best equipped 
and on sale at the start of the season. 


No test or measurement can explain 
how a bike works on the road, but some 
can help you decide which motorcycles 
meet your needs. Some of the charts shown 
are obvious. Some aren’t. For instance, the 
sound level shown isn’t the usual stand-by- 





the-side-of-the-road-with-a-meter test. In- 
stead, the sound meter was mounted to a 
rider while he rode each bike under identi- 
cal conditions. The numbers indicate how 
much noise the rider heard on the various 
motorcycles. The 30mph and 60mph levels 
were taken with the bike cruising in high 
gear. The first gear reading was taken at 
maximum, full throttle acceleration. 

Gas mileage figures were taken on a trip 
through Southern California, plus figures 
from the Cycle World mileage loop are 
included for comparison. Top speed fig- 
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ures are Shown in comparison to the figures 
for un-equipped motorcycles and provide 
a measure of the wind drag of the 
equipment. 

Roll-on tests were made using the CW 
computer test equipment. ensuring the 
results were accurate and impartial. Fig- 
ures were taken with a single 170 Ib. rider 
and two riders whose weight totals 350 Ib.. 
an amount representative of a fully loaded 
touring bike. All the figures were from high 
gear acceleration. from 30 mph to 80 mph. 
Relative differences can show if one mo- 






torcycle runs particularly well at very low 
engine speeds or comes on strong only at 
high speeds. It’s a measurement that's 
important because it gives a better indica- 
tion of on-the-road power than do quarter 
mile times or dynamometer figures. 

. Load capacity is the difference between 
the manufacturers gross vehicle weight 
rating and the weight of the motorcycle 
with a half tank of gas and the accessories 
on it. Unlike the usual weights and figures. 
these include the weight of accessories. 
which take away from the load capacity. 








THE BIKES 


BMW R100T 

BMW’s middle bike. equipped with the 
Luftmeister fairing, BMW saddlebags. 
and top box is a bike of extremes. It has 
some of the best and worst features of the 
class. Light weight is its single best feature. 
giving easy handling on an open road and 
the ability (unusual in this group) to go 
down the occasional dirt road without 
trauma. 

For 1980 the BMW gets a new air suc- 
tion emission system, much like that used 
by Kawasaki. The air suction system allows 
richer jetting, which increases power while 
burning up excess fuel in the exhaust sys- 
tem. There's also a new easy-change air 
cleaner assembly and the choke lever has 
been moved to the handlebars, from the 
lefthand side of the engine. Our test bike, 
had a 3.20:1 final drive ratio, the same as 
that used on the new R80 model and 
considerably different from the 2.91:1 used 
on the other BMW thousands. Sales bro- 
chures say the 1980 RIOOT still has the 
2.91:1 ratio, so our bike could be a freak. In 
any case, the lower ratio improved low 
speed performance and helped make up 
for any loss of power due to the lower 8.2:1 
compression ratio (down from 9.5:1) used 
on all 1980 BMWs. 

Despite its obvious differences, the 
BMW is in many ways the most normal 
motorcycle of the test. It doesn't have mile- 
wide handlebars or a two-holer double 
bucket seat. The pebble-grained seat was 
relatively flat and, though we've never 
been too fond of the BMW seat, this one 
was better than some of the other seats in 
the group. 

Some of the other chronic BMW quirks 
were either less apparent in this test or 
mitigated by design. Take the sidestand, 
for instance. Normally the BMW side- 
stand is hard to extend, doesn't allow the 
bike to lean enough to be stable on the 
stand and quickly springs up as soon as the 
motorcycle is touched. This BMW never 
fell over due to the sidestand, a record of 
sorts. It leans over more than usual and the 
stand stayed down once extended. It still 
isn't convenient to reach and could be 
better, but progress has been made. 

And the signal light switch, once an up- 
and-down lever, is now a back and forth 
switch, similar to what most motorcycle 
companies use. Too bad it's the hardest 
switch to reach on the left switch collar. 
The ignition switch is still on the lefthand 
side of the headlight housing and is diffi- 
cult to reach with the fairing—any fairing— 
installed. Getting to the fuses in the head- 
light shell is also more work than it should 
be. 

Handling is a peculiar combination of 
nice and not-so-nice. For years everyone 
praised the BMW's suspension as the most 
comfortable and best on a touring bike. 
But that was when Triumphs had little 
suspension and Harleys had none and 
there wasn't much else. True. the BMW 
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has lots of suspension travel. Riding over 
the potholes of New York City or the frost 
heaves of British Columbia, the BMW 
suspension has an advantage over most 
street bikes. But the long travel isn't well 
controlled and the motorcycle makes huge 
pitching motions whenever the brakes are 
applied. On a gently curving highway. 
where the elegant BMW can be steered 
with deliberation and the cornering de- 
mands aren't of a race course level. the 
BMW is perfect. There's adequate corner- 
ing clearance, certainly more than some of 
the bikes, and it's stable: no wobbles or 
wiggles for the BMW, no sir. 

On straightaways the BMW is still sta- 
ble, though it's likely to get blown sideways 
more by a wind than some of the bigger 
bikes. Around town the BMW doesn't fare 
so well. Even the rider who likes BMWs 
and expected the RIOOT to be the ideal 
around town bike found the suspension 
allowed too much movement. When cross- 
ing dips in the road turning at intersections 
it can ground the sidestand far too easily 
because of the suspension travel. Light- 
weight or not, it's just a bit clumsy around 
town and the close coupling of the rider 


BRAKING DISTANCES 
30-0 mph60-0 mph 


BMW R100T 39 ft. 153 ft. 
Harley-Davidson FLT 36 168 
Honda GL 1100 42 161 
Kawasaki KZ1000 38 157 
Suzuki GS850 38 138 
Yamaha XS 37 160 





and passenger footpegs can make it hard 
for a rider with passenger to move his foot 
down when coming to a stop. 

The engine conspires with the chassis to 
keep the BMW from being everybody's 
favorite. Below 3000 rpm it pings even on 

good gas, despite the lowered compression 
ratio, and above 4000 rpm it gets harsh, 
moreso than the smaller BMWs. It's hap- 
piest when ridden between 3000 and 4000 
rpm, which demands use of the five-speed 
transmission. There's good low speed 
power, but the throttle response wasn't as 
snappy as many of the other bikes and the 
Beemer was sluggish around town when 
throttle response was critical. 

Previous 1000cc BMWs were geared ex- 
ceptionally high so that fifth gear cruising 
meant leisurely and relaxed engine speeds. 
But with the low 3.20:1 gearing of the test 
bike. engine speed at 60 mph was similar to 
that of the multis. Being a Twin and having 
fewer power impulses. it was still more 
relaxed and less nervous feeling. but not as 
much so as other BM Ws have been. 

With gearing not much different from 
that of the Multis, the BMW performance 
indicates that it just doesn't produce the 
same power as, for instance, the Kawasaki. 
At the lowest speeds in the roll-ons the 
BMW was excellent. but at higher speeds 
its torque couldn't make up for the horse- 
power difference. Quarter mile perform- 
ance was hindered by a clutch that slipped 
badly at the dragstrip. Even when the 
clutch diaphragm spring was replaced the 
clutch. performance remained the same. 

"Despite the problem, quarter mile times 
were on a par with the last BMW. 1000 
tested, an RT that was lighter and had 





POT 


| N «yt 








higher compression. No doubt the lower 
gearing has maintained performance. 

Getting underway with the BeeEm is 
harder than on any other motorcycle be- 
cause of the clutch. Even after the faulty 
clutch diaphragm spring was repaired. the 
clutch wouldn’t engage smoothly and took 
hold with very little lever travel. a common 
BMW trait. 

Brakes provided reasonable stopping 
distances only when the test rider used a 
King Kong grip on the dog-leg lever. With 
a cable linkage between the lever and the 
master cylinder that’s hidden under the 
gas tank. there are friction losses added to 
the system. In any case. this much pressure 
shouldn't be necessary to stop a motorcy- 
cle this light. The drum rear brake worked 
fine and allows for easy rear tire changing. 
though. 

BMW continues to provide numerous 
small but appreciated features like a tool 
kit that even includes tire changing and 
patching tools complete with air pump. 
There's a 12v socket for accessories and the 
large tube backbone of the frame is open 
so a locking cable can fit right into the 
frame and not take up any storage space or 
interfere with riding the bike. The list of 
accessories offered by BMW and North 
American distributor Butler and Smith is 








BMW R100T 3662 rpm 
Harley-Davidson FLT 2801 rpm 
Honda GL1100 3722 rpm 
Kawasaki KZ1000 3873 rpm 
Suzuki GS850 4471 rpm 
Yamaha XS1100 3747 rpm 


huge. There are first aid kits and knee 


cushions and larger tool kits and extra 
instruments and even an intercom set. Of 
course there are the usual extras like fair- 
ings and saddlebags and trunks, and 
there’s even a vinyl shield that fits around 
the forks and fairing and eliminates the 
updraft and road spray common on full 
fairings. 

Not only are there lots of accessories, 
but the basic bike handles accessories 
quite well. The 280 watt alternator has 
adequate power for most any electrical 
addition and the 28 amp battery is large 
enough to help. Mounts for the Krauser 
saddlebags come standard on the R100T 
and the bags themselves (see accompany- 
ing article, About the Accessories) are 
excellent. Even with a large fairing, sad- 
dlebags and top box the BMW's handling 
wasn't seriously impaired. No wobble or 
wiggle crept into the machine on tight 
corners and the accessories didn't interfere 
with the enjoyment of the motorcycle as 
did some others. 

Despite the light weight and stable road 
manners, the BMW is handicapped when 
it comes to two-up touring. With a half 
tank of gas and the accessories installed, 
there's only another 308 Ib. of load capac- 
ity left before the package is up to the gross 





BMW R100T 578 Ib. 
Harley-Davidson FLT 781 Ib. 
Honda GL 1100 737 Ib. 
Kawasaki KZ1000 668 Ib. 
Suzuki GS850 649 Ib. 
Yamaha Х51100 663 Ib. 





vehicle weight rating. And with 300 Ib. of 
couple on the bike it would bottom the rear 
suspension easily on dips and bumps, 
making loud graunching noises as the rear 
tire rubbed the fender. A standard size 
American couple would bring the bike up 
to maximum weight and there would be no 
capacity for gear. 

Instesd, the BMW is a solo tourer or a 
weekei«! bike for two-up use. It doesn't 
арреа! t: the rider who enjoys carrying all 
the со: orts of home and wants absolute 
luxury . a the road. For the sports tourer, 
however, it may be the best of the bunch. 
The rider who tours on a Honda 400F and 
put low bars on his CB750 picked the 
BMW as the bike he'd choose for a cross- 
country ride. His reason: “Most of its 
problems go away on the highway and the 
seat is better than a poke in the butt with a 
sharp stick." 

There was also one vote for the BMW as 
Sunday ride bike because of the generally 
good handling and the large 6.3 gal. gas 
tank providing the longest ride between 
visits to gas stations that are commonly 
closed on Sundays. 

Does that make the BMW the best tour- 
ing bike? No, but the BMW will continue 
to appeal to the few people who appreciate 





its unique qualities. > 
BMW R100T 301 mi. 
Harley-Davidson FLT 248 mi. 
Honda GL1100 205 mi. 
Kawasaki KZ1000 184 mi. 
Suzuki GS850 232 mi. 
Yamaha Х51100 230 mi. 


MAY 1980/47 





Why did Dave Lewis choose the 
Kawasaki KZ1000 LTD with its exclusive 
Clean Air System? 

Because Dave believes in full power 


when making a pass. 


Dave was impressed with Kawasaki’s ability But the real truth is, Dave Lewis bought the 
to meet the EPA standards without loss of KZ1000 LTD because he had no choice. The 
power. In fact, he appreciated the improved | mean, low-down, both feet on the ground step- 
acceleration, the stable idling and the short ped seat; the low, fat rear tire; the teardrop fuel 
warm-ups that the unique Clean Air System tank; the pullback handlebars; he couldn't resist. 
gave him. Of course, with his friends, Dave was quick 
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to point out how reliable the 1015cc engine was; 
that it was easy to maintain with its transis- 
torized breakerless ignition. He raved about the 
way it handled and the excellence of the three 
drilled disc brakes. He would mention that 

his was the engine that holds most major drag 
records and the world land speed record. 

Then a lady would pass by and smile. As 
he smiled back, Dave knew why he bought 
the KZ1000 LTD. 

Come and check out the KZ1000 LTD at your 
local Kawasaki dealership and while youre there 
make a pass at the other LTDs. Cause they've е” 4 s 
got the power to keep you out there looking good. KZ550LTD 


Kawasaki 


Dont let the good times pass you by. 








HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLT-80 
TOUR GLIDE 


No laughing out there. please. The 
Harley-Davidson FLT really does belong 
in this test. To begin with, it should win the 
Most Improved Motorcycle award. Sur- 
prised? We were. 

This isn't the same Harley dresser we 
last tested. Fact is, there are only a few 
parts on this motorcycle that were used on 
Harley's older Electra Glide. Only the 80 
cu. in. V-Twin engine is shared with other 
Harleys and even that has had enough new 
pieces added to change its performance 
remarkably. The frame, with its extended 
box-section backbone holding a steering 
head quite upright so the offset triple 
clamps can turn easily. is not just new for 
Harley, it is a novelty for any motorcycle. 
There's not even a center post for a seat 
spring and—better make sure Grandpa is 
sitting down—all the new frame and sus- 
pension pieces allow the graceful Hawg to 
lean waaaay over in the corners. 

Underneath all the new pieces. there's 
enough Harley so the Faithful won't feel 
forgotten. Sitting on the low stepped seat. 
legs out in front with feet on the hinged 
floorboards, hands relaxed at the side 
while resting peacefully on the big han- 
dlebars. you know you're on a Harley. If 
the new ignition switch (including fork 
lock) hasn't been locked, no key is needed 
to turn it on and push the starter button 
and hear the big Twin rumble to life. At 
idle it even feels like a normal Harley. 
everything in motion, especially the en- 
gine. Then you heft the bike upright, fold 
back that wonderful locking sidestand 
(why can't they all have one like that?), 
pull hard on the clutch lever, rev it up to. 
say, 1000 rpm and chug away. 

But the Tour Glide is as different from 
previous Harleys as a Harley is different 
from other motorcycles and the differences 
become apparent once the huge ship is 
underway. So what if it weighs 781 lb? 
Accepting that nearly half a ton of man 
and machine can't be hurried, piloting the 
FLT is delightful. Vibration fades away as 
the motorcycle picks up speed, the rubber 
engine mounts absorbing just the right 
energy so the engine doesn't flop around 


and the whole bike vibrates no more than a . 


steamship. The new five speed transmis- 
sion shifts much more smoothly and 
quickly than the previous four-speed, 
though downshifts still bring about a no- 
ticeable klunk. Unlike so many of the high 
strung multis, the big Twin has no drivea- 
bility problems. It starts in the morning 
andit runs when it's hot and it never misses 
or coughs or lurches; the engine. instead, 
just does what the throttle grip tells it to do. 

We won't go so far as to say it handles 
like a sport bike, though Harley-Davidson 
will. Instead, it handles like a big athlete, 
the kind who plays the game because he's 
big enough to do things smaller men can't, 
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yet he's coordinated enough not to hurt 
himself. We never grounded anything on a 
corner. Harley-Davidson says the FLT has 
a lean angle of 35° loaded. That isn't in the 
league with a Honda 750F that has 45°, 
but it's on a par with the other big touring 
bikes. 

Those six-ply Goodyears on both ends 
of the FLT would look at home on a 
Volkswagen. but on the Harley they take 
some getting used to. The profile is flat. so 
the bike wants to go straight and stay 
upright. Want to turn? Just push on the 
handlebars down by the knees. The bike 
turns. It doesn't take, nor respond to. body 
English. It doesn't even take much effort at 
the handlebars. With the offset triple 
clamps the FLT has a remarkably steep 
25? steering head angle yet the trail is a 
longer-than-average 5.75 in. that makes for 
great straight-ahead stability. Harley- 
Davidson's not the first company to use 
offset triple clamps (several Italian road- 
racers have used the idea). but the FLT is 
the only modern motorcycle to try the idea 
and the results are very good. Combined 
with the throttle set screw, it's easy for a 
rider to cruise down the road with both 
hands off the bars, should one go in for 
that sort of thing. 

Getting used to the handling isn't so 
easy. First time Harley riders aren't likely 
to lean the Tour Glide over much more 
than they would if riding on gravel. And 
the FLT doesn't flick from side to side as 
do lighter machines. But given patience 
and practice the Harley can go down a 
winding road as fast as most touring riders 
would ever want to go. It’s surely fast 
enough to keep up with any group of 
touring riders. 

Tires also limit braking ability. For the 
first time. a Harley-Davidson has enough 
brakes, triple discs with 352 sq. in. of swept 








area. to lock either end in hard braking. 
Brake lever pressure needed on the Harley 
is high. Not as much as the BMW. but 
more than that of the Japanese bikes. 
Harley has used brake pads with a high 
metallic content that work exceptionally 
well in the wet and these simply take more 
pressure to stop the bike. But they don't 
fade and they do work when it rains and if 
a rider gets used to the Harley brakes. they 
are fine. Besides. during the braking tests. 
the Harley was the only bike that kept 
going straight when the front tire was 
locked. Sure is stable. 

Like BMW. Harley-Davidson doesn't 
play by anybody else's rules so the Mil- 
waukee gang is free to try things that may 
work better or worse. Things like the signal 
light switches. These are push buttons on 
the controls at each handgrip that trigger 
the blinkers when the button is held in. 
They're great for lane changes on the 
freeway and never stay on after the bike is 
through the corner, but they aren't as easy 
to use. in some situations, as the slide 
switches used on the other machines. Of 
course there's the locking sidestand that 
doesn't allow the bike to roll off and fall 
down. The instruments, a speedo, tach and 
warning lights. are mounted in front of the 
steering head in a large housing. They're 
large. accurate. readable and especially 
readable at night when they light up bright 
but not enough to be irritating. 

Not all of the Harley's pieces are so 
good. No one liked the seat. No, it's not 
because the seat isn't sprung, it's just too 
confining. not allowing a rider to move 
around with its shape that holds a rider in 
only one spot. and that not a very good 
one. 

All the other touring bikes have shaft 
drive. Not the Harley. Shafts are heavy and 
expensive and take away power and it's 
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hard to change final drive ratios with a 
shaft. But chains are messy and don’t last 
as long and require maintenance. Harley's 
answer is a chain enclosure. Just like what 
European transportation bikes and tiny 
Japanese tiddlers used 20 years ago. only 
updated. The chain case is a full enclosure. 
that 15. it contains an oil bath so the final 
drive chain is always lubricated and never 
covered with dirt or water. Harley figures 
the chain should last at least 20.000 miles 
and the adjustment interval is extended 
considerably. It’s a good idea, it works and 
has anyone ever fixed a broken U-joint on 
a shaft drive bike with a master link? 

Noise isn't a problem on the Harley. 
There isn't any. Noise is unwanted sound 
and the only sounds the FLT makes are 
joyous ones. In the sound meter test the 
Tour Glide had the lowest maximum first 
gear sound and readings comparable to 
the Yamaha XS1100 at cruising speeds. 
Only the BMW and Honda were any qui- 
eter and they were only slightly quieter at 
60mph. 

Unlike all the other bikes in the test. the 
Harley didn't have any optional equip- 
ment on it. Yep. this was a stripper. The 
floor boards and heel-and-toe shifter and 
fairing and saddlebags and top box and 
crash bars and rack and seat are all stan- 





dard. Are there options? Is a bear Catho- 
lic? Certainly there are options. a whole 
page of them. There are radios and CBs 
and gas gauges and highway pegs and 
instruments and lots of chrome covers for 
all the non-chromed parts of the bike. 
Without options the Harley is as fully 
equipped as most any touring bike gets. 
With options i's a monument to Chro- 
mius, the Gaud of bad taste. 

Rest assured the Tour Glide can handle 
the accessories. One wonders if it could 
handle without them. Designing a motor- 
cycle knowing it's going to have a fairing 
and saddlebags and a top box means the 
engineer doesn’t have to worry about 
weight distribution changes and variances 
in the center of pressure and all that tech- 
nical stuff. Consequently the Harley is 
stable and the fairing doesn't hurt the 
motorcycle in any way. 

Being designed to carry two people and 
a kitchen sink, at 1180 Ib. the Harley has 
the highest gross vehicle weight rating of 
any of the motorcycles. Even minus its 
considerable heft it has a load capacity of 
400 1b., second highest of the test. Loaded 
to the gills it loses less than any of the other 
bikes, due to the low center of gravity and 
high initial weight. The load becomes a 
smaller part of the total. 





LOAD CAPACITY 














Capacity GVWR 
BMW R100T 308 Ib. 881 
Harley-Davidson FLT 400 Ib. 1180 
Honda GL1100 368 Ib. 1105 
Kawasaki KZ1000 362 Ib. 1030 
Suzuki GS850 354 Ib. 1003 
Yamaha XS1100 427 16. 1090 
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The Harley deserves special mention for 
its two-up carrying capability. Back seat 
passengers generally rated the Harley the 
most comfortable of all the bikes. The seat 
was large and properly shaped. The back- 
rest was positioned in exactly the right spot 
to lend support but didn't interfere with 
passenger comfort. With the controlled 
vibration and pleasantly restrained sound, 
the Harley was an enjoyable traveling 
machine. 

That Most Improved Motorcycle isn't 
the only award the Tour Glide should get. 
In the voting the FLT was everybody's 
choice when asked what motorcycle they 
liked regardless of cost. That's especially 
shocking because there are several re- 
formed Harley Haters around the office. 

Only the Harley, when ridden down a 
straight highway, can make a rider smile. 
Nothing else feels or sounds quite like it, 
and when you ride a Harley, nothing needs 
explaining. It's all said. You feel good just 
looking at it. But that's not all. 

Even on merit the Harley competes. It 
was one man's pick for the Sunday ride 
and another said it was second choice for 
the Sunday ride because it's so much fun to 
ride. Better yet, three people said they'd 
really like to take the Harley on the cross- 
country trip if they only had a little more 
confidence in its ability to get there with- 
out requiring any maintenance. 

See, the big Harley doesn't have a repu- 
tation for being a maintenance free motor- 
cycle and it does need a servicing every 
1250 miles, according to the book, while 
some other bikes have a recommended 
service interval up to 7500 miles. Dis- 
regarding the concerns over service and 
reliability (only a balky trip odometer reset 
caused any problems during the test), the 
FLT would have been the top pick for the 
long haul. Amazing. 
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Camel Lights 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
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The Camel World of satisfaction 
comes to low tar smoking. 


This is where it all started. Camel quality, · 
“now inarich tasting Camel blend for smooth, - 
low tar pU Aging. mn brings the- | 








HONDA GL1100 GOLD WING 


Call it technical onanism if you will, but 
Honda’s latest Gold Wing has every possi- 
ble mechanical detail to be a stupendous 
touring bike. It’s liquid cooled so it’s quiet 
and doesn’t overheat and lasts a long time. 
Naturally there’s shaft drive and overhead 
cams, a huge plush double bucket seat and 
provisions for every accessory seen on the 
pages of Road Rider magazine. 

Honda knows who buys Gold Wings 
and why and even what the bikes are used 
for once purchased. Consequently the GL 
is a highly concentrated bike specializing 
in highway luxury. For 1980 there’s an air 
assisted suspension at both ends, warning 
light included for when air pressure is too 
low. Just the ticket for maintaining control 
when there's 400 16. of load on the bike. 
The engine is bigger this year, and so are 
many of the small pieces in the drivetrain 
and frame so the bike is still in scale and a 
big scale it is, too. 

Not only did the Gold Wing have a 
fairing and bags and rear box and crash 
bars, there was also an AM-FM stereo 
signal seeking digital waterproof shock 
resistant radio and intercom included. The 
altimeter, voltmeter, ambient air tempera- 
ture gauge and quartz clock complete the 
Interstate package, Honda's top-of-the- 
line touringmobile. 

There's a fine line separating a real 
motorcycle from motorized bicycles and 
there's an even finer, jagged line separating 
motorcycles from larger vehicles. For some 
staff members the Gold Wing passed over 
that line. If Harley's unofficial motto is, 
"anything else is just a bike," Honda's 
motto should be, “anything else is just a 
motorcycle.” 

At 737 lb. the Honda wasn’t the heaviest 
bike, nor was it the longest. Still, a person 
with a tape measure could make some 
money betting riders that the GL wasn’t 
the biggest touring bike of the test. It felt 
bigger than any of the others. 

Maybe it was the Harleyesque front 
fender or the wide handlebars or the huge 
seat, but sitting in the Honda, riding it 
around town, gave an impression of enor- 
mity. Engine shape has something to do 
with it. With the flat Four there’s no room 
beside the engine for the rider’s feet, so the 
footpegs are moved behind the cylinders 
with the shift lever tucked up under the 
lefthand cylinders and the brake on the 
right. Of course the seat must be moved 
back so the pegs aren’t too far aft and then 
the handlebars have to stretch aft far 
enough for a rider to reach, so the amount 
of motorcycle sticking out in front of the 
rider is imposing. 

There are reasons for the engine config- 
uration. It’s wonderously smooth and 
lowers center of gravity so even with ac- 
cessories perched way up high the overall 
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center of gravity is reasonable. But the 
demands made on rider position are exces- 
sive. Most of the test riders complained 
about the riding position on the Gold 
Wing. Most riders didn’t like the seat, 
which was large and soft enough, but it 
also restricted riders to one seating posi- 
tion. On long rides it’s nice to be able to 
move around. The Gold Wing’s seat is 
adjustable fore and aft, but on the Inter- 
state the bolts that hold the seat are next to 
impossible to reach with the saddlebags in 
place. All riders agreed the seat was best 
left in the aft position so the footpegs are 
farther forward in relationship to the seat. 
That also moves the rider farther from the 
handlebars. 

By far the most notable ergonomic hor- 
ror are the crash bars. Crash bars. though 
the factories don't call them that. aren't a 
bad idea. It’s just that the Honda’s bars 
stick outboard of the cylinders so far, and 
extend so far back past the cylinders that 
it's impossible for a rider to move his leg 
without his shin hitting the bars. No one 
was able to ride the Gold Wing without 





bruising his shins and that’s just not 
acceptable. 

Just because nobody was comfortable 
sitting on the Gold Wing doesn’t mean it’s 
not a comfortable motorcycle. It is. Makes 
about as much noise as an overhead fan. 
The ride is as soft as a feather bed. Com- 
bined with the excessive heat held in by the 
fairing lowers, riding the Gold Wing is 
reminiscent of spending a night in a Far 
East hotel room. 

Which is not to say riding the GL isn’ta 
pleasant experience. It’s pleasant not be- 
cause of what you feel when riding it, but 
because of what you don’t feel. Cruising 
down the road at any speed there’s just no 
vibration. The next smoothest motorcycle 
is only that smooth with the engine shut 
off. It’s so smooth that when the throttle is 
closed and the Hy-Vo primary chain rattles 
a little bit the effect is exaggerated. 

This is also the quietest bike going. At 30 
mph the sound level is the same as the 
BMW and H-D and it’s only | decibel 
quieter at full throttle acceleration than 
the BMW, but it’s noticeably quieter at 


QUARTER MILE ACCELERATION 


BMW R100T 
Harley-Davidson FLT 
Honda GL1100 
Kawasaki KZ1000 
Suzuki GS850 
Yamaha XS1100 


EQUIPPED STOCK 
Sec./MPH Sec./MPH 
14.01 @ 93.16 13.03 @ 98.79 
15.86 @ 81.81 comes equipped 
18.72 @ 96.25 12.42 @ 108.04 


13.02 @ 101.23 
13.17 @ 101.23 
12.67 @ 106.25 


12.49 @ 107.39 
12.70 @ 106.38 
12.15 @ 109.48 





normal cruising speeds from 50 to 75 mph. 

Handling isn’t the Gold Wing’s forte. 
Neither is it a problem. At the softest 
suspension pressures the GL grounds 
easily, scraping the footpeg and center- 
stand on the left and the crash bars on the 
right, especially with a passenger aboard. 
With the suspension pumped up to max- 
imum pressure cornering clearance goes 
from poorest to not bad. Whether pressure 
is low or high the motorcycle is stable. It 
doesn’t wallow. It doesn’t wobble. It can be 
blown around by high winds and passing 
trucks, but its actual cornering speed is 
quite respectable for its size. 

Performance is also so-so on the GL. In 
stock trim the Honda has impressive quar- 
ter mile performance and good accelera- 
tion at low engine speeds. But the 
Interstate tested didn’t run well at the 
dragstrip. Under hard acceleration the en- 
‘gine would miss as though the carbs were 
starved for gas. As a result the figures show 
the Honda being noticeably slower than 
the Yamaha, Suzuki and Kawasaki. Even 
in roll-on tests the Gold Wing performed 


more like the Suzuki and Kawasaki than 
the other 1100cc motorcycle. Part of the 
difference may be the 100 Ib. of accessories 
the Honda carried, but this particular 
Gold Wing just plain didn’t run as well as 
the bike tested earlier. On the road, per- 
formance isn't a concern. The GL is plenty 
fast enough for carrying people down the 
highway at any speed they choose. 

Only the fuel consumption and gas tank 
size limits the Gold Wing’s high speed 
cruising ability. The Interstate went 38.8 
mpg on any fuel we could find. Again, that 
mileage was on a highway trip and a 
previous GL1100 got better mileage on the 
CW city/highway mileage loop. Run until 
the fumes cry uncle, the Wing will go 205 
miles on a tank at normal speeds. Mileage 
drops sharply at high elevations or when 
running fast, another consideration. A 200 
mi. range isn’t good on a motorcycle de- 
signed explicitly for touring. That’s only 
two-thirds as far as the BMW will go and 
less than any of the touring bikes except for 
the Kawasaki, which has a 184 mi. range. 

Though it can’t go far between gas stops, 





Sec. 


MPH 0-30 0-40 
BMW R100T 2.1 3.2 
Harley-Davidson FLT 2.5 3.9 
Honda GL1100 1.9 2.8 
Kawasaki KZ1000 21 2.9 
Suzuki GS850 24 2.9 
Yamaha XS1100 1.9 2.6 


0-50 0-60 0-70 0-80 
4.3 6.0 7.1 9.2 
5.6 8.1 10.7 14.0 
3.9 5.2 6.9 9.0 
3.8 4.9 6.2 8.0 
3.9 4.8 6.1 8.0 
3.5 4.5 9.7 7.2 





it can run for 7500 mi. between scheduled 
maintenance. Now that the points have 
been replaced by an electronic ignition the 
spark plugs are the only electrical part 
needing service and the tappets are the 
only other maintenance concern. 

With lighter accessories (the Interstate 
was 100 Ib. heavier than a stock GL1100) 
the Honda's load capacity would have 
been higher. Still, it had a respectable 368 
lb. rating. Equipped more like the other 
bikes it would have had a load capacity on 
par with the Harley-Davidson. That load 
carrying ability, combined with the broad 
powerband and stable handling make the 
GL an excellent two-up tourer. Passengers 
generally thought better of the seat than 
the driver did and the suspension is simply 
the best of the bunch. 

It’s that super suspension, combined 
with the bike's absolute trouble-free nature 
and lack of serious vices that make it the 
highway favorite of the test. Every test 
rider but one chose the Honda as the bike 
for a cross-country jaunt. And all those 
riders complained that the seat wasn't 
right. When it comes time for that mad 
rush to Daytona and back the Gold Wing 
will surely be the bike picked because it's 
the most comfortable, has less serious 
quirks and you know you'll get there. 

Everybody appreciated the Honda's 
sheer competence on the highway but 
there wasn't much affection for the GL. It 
wasn't the bike ridden around town and it 
wasn't taken for a thrash through the 
mountains. Honda named it the Interstate 
and it's named right. 

That's where it belongs. 2 
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KAWASAKI KZ1000 SHAFT 


Kawasaki’s shaft drive 1000 is a great 
bear of a motorcycle. It’s big and strong 
and does its job in a brutal, honest fashion. 
If this thing came with a bumper sticker, it 
would say “My other Peterbilt is a truck.” 

It's basic. An air cooled dohc inline Four 
operating a five-speed transmission with a 
shaft drive. Two valves in each cylinder, 
one carb per piston. Has as many surprises 
as an unwrapped Christmas present. 

Instrumentation consists of a speedome- 
ter and a tachometer and a fuel gauge. No 
turn signal canceller or beeper. No air 
assisted forks. No adjustable damping. 
Suspension adjustment refers to setting the 
preload on the shocks. 

Special features on the Kawasaki are 
things like electronic ignition, carburetor 
accelerator pump. hidden seat lock, tube- 
less tires, starter-clutch interlock, four-way 
flashers, detachable kick starter and the 
locking gas cap. This isn’t exactly a no- 
frills motorcycle, but it has less of a plastic 
feel than some of the more ornate 
machines. : 

Potential is what the Kawasaki has. The 
engine works just as it should. starting 
instantly with full choke, running without 
complaint when it's cold, accelerating hard 
or easy without any stumble or hesitation 
and responding precisely to what the right 
handgrip told it to do. The slide throttle 
carbs don't have the jerky response of the 
CV carbs used on many other motorcycles, 
while the accelerator pump takes care of 
low speed throttle response. And because 
the Kawasaki uses an air suction emission 
system the carbs can be jetted for best 
running instead of emissions. 

Power? This is a Kawasaki 1000. after 
all. Aren't they synomymous? Only the 
Kawasaki KZ1000 Shaft thrusts the front 
wheel in the air during quarter mile runs. 
Performance testing the Kawasaki was 
easy. There's no technique involved. Just 
rev up the engine a little and dump the 
clutch and away you go. The engine 
doesn't stall and the clutch doesn't slip. 
Anyone can get good performance out of 
the Kawasaki. It's easy. 

Even the transmission helps the bike 
perform. None of the touring bikes shifted 
as well as the Kawasaki. It never missed 
shifts or slipped out of gear. Lever pressure 
was light. The entire motorcycle felt as 
though a day at a dragstrip, a week for that 
matter, couldn't harm it. 

Like the engine, the suspension is the 








senger or load is along. Spring rates for the 
forks are better. but these too are soft, 
allowing excessive motion when the brakes 
are applied. Better damping or slightly 
stiffer springs in front would improve the 
motorcycle. 

Carrying capacity of the Kawasaki is 
good. It’s a match for the loaded Honda 
Gold Wing. very close to an average for 
this group. With the accessories on the bike 
the Kawasaki became the longest motorcy- 
cle overall. due as much to the Vetter trunk 
as anything else. It was also wide, with the 
saddlebags sticking out more than any of 
the others. At 39 in. from edge to edge. the 
bags on the Kawasaki were 9 in. wider than 
those on the Suzuki and BMW. 

One place the KZ lacked carrying ca- 
pacity was the gas tank. On our highway 
ride the Kawasaki got the worst gas 
mileage, 38.3 mpg, and it also had the 
smallest gas tank with 4.8 gal. capacity. 
Having an inadequate capacity and range 
would be bad enough but the Kawasaki 
tank was shaped so the rear portion of the 
tank was wider than the front. That made 





for an awkward seating position because a 
rider couldn't keep his legs in out of the 
breeze; the wide tank forced the rider's 
legs too far apart. 

Discomfort continued to the seat. 
Riders who didn't like the two-holers 
thought the Kawasaki seat might please 
them until they sat on it. After a ride one 
person said the only reason the seat was 
upholstered was to keep it from rusting. 

The seating position on the Kawasaki 
was fine. Pegs were comfortably located for 
all, the strangely normal handlebars didn't 
bring any complaints. Controls worked 
well except for the throttle that had a much 
too stiff spring. Return springs this stiff 
aren't necessary on any motorcycle and are 
just plain unacceptable on a touring ma- 
chine. Nuff said. 

Of the six motorcycles, the Kawasaki 
was the least touring oriented. What it felt 
like was a performance motorcycle. Even 
in performance, however, the Kawasaki 
didn't work as well as it should have. Its 
quarter mile times were on a par with the 
smaller engined Suzuki that weighed 
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same kind of no-nonsense equipment. 














Done right. a touring bike suspension 30 mph 60 mph Max. acceleration 
would work well without unnecessary ad- 1st gear 
justments. Kawasaki, though. hasn't done 

it quite right. There's lots of travel in the BMW H1BOT (9 89 108 

forks. 7.9 in. to be exact. In back there's 4.5 — Harley-Davidson FLT 79 . 91 100 

in. of travel, surely enough to absorb апу Honda GL1100 79 87 104 
highway bump without having too stiff a = 

ride. Unfortunately the rear springs are too Kawasaki К21000 83 . 94 107 

soft. allowing the Kawasaki to bottom оп Suzuki GS850 81 97 114 

minor bumps with a single rider and assur- Yamaha Х51100 80 91 111 


ing bone-jarring bottoming when a pas- 
c о 
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The Superbike Challenge 


KERKER — In the world of 
motorcycle exhaust systems, 
the name commands respect. 
KERKER — No other exhaust 
System in the world can match 
it for engineering, quality, and 
performance. So when Team 
Kawasaki (and Freddie Spencer) 
decided to go Superbike Racing, 
who do you suppose they came 
to for an exhaust system? 
KERKER! 


The result was an awesome 
combination of motorcycle per- 
formance and riding skill. In his 
first two Superbike races on the 
factory Kawasaki, Spencer 
crushed the competition with 
decisive victories. Only the can- 
cellation of the final two events 
separated Freddie from the 
Superbike Crown. 


Winning Technology 


The same technology that 
went into the Kawasaki Super- 


bike system goes into every 
system we make. Whether you 
need some extra punch for a 
run through the canyons, or a 
long touring trip through the 
mountains or the high banks at 
Daytona, you need to remember 
only one name - KERKER! 


EE БЕШ END ee Бон ee ee БЕН 
Kerker Exhaust Systems are 
available direct by mail. 


NAMBELLL ————————— 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 5—2 ш 


Kerker 4 into 1 Exhaust System 
CHROME О BLACK 
Motorcycle make 
Year o 


PRICES: $206 for Chrome; $196 for 
Black; + $15 for Shipping and Handling 
*includes free catalog and decal 


О Catalog and decal only, $2.00. 


Certified check, money order, Visa or 
Mastercharge only. Card No. —— 
res S 
Phone orders: 213-999-3060 


California residents add 6% sales tax. 




















KERKER 
7900 DEERING AVENUE 


CANOGA PARK, CA geor 
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THERE S MORE TO DUNLOP 
THAN MEETS THE DIRT. 


There’s Dunlop K190, 

K88 and K88HT...three 
championship knobbies... 
each engineered with a 
tread design and com- 
pound to attack specific 
types of terrain. 


K190: The all-purpose dirt tire. 
This world famous dirt tire features 

a tread design pioneered by Dunlop. 
€ Small, rectangular “dimples” аге. 
molded into each tread block to put 
eight biting edges on every knob in- 
stead of the usual four. You get better 
traction in sand, mud and "blue 





groove". 

"adde 

a а 2222. € The tread pattern features five Both the K88 and K88HT are engi- 

against abrasions and excessive wear, Knobs in each row. Unlike traditional neered to reduce unsprung weight, 
patterns, however, the К885 knobs are giving you maximum use of your 
offset, so each knob digs into the bike's horsepower. 


terrain following a slightly different line 
than the preceding knob. This extra 
bite, plus a harder compound, gives 
more traction per tire revolution. 

€ Knobs are spaced to clear mud and 
loose dirt. 

€ And the K88 has a nylon carcass, 
for strength. 





The K190 is engineered light and K88HT: Specially designed for hard 

durable. Its tough nylon carcass and terrain. For blue groove’, where you 

angle of cord construction give need more rubber on the ground, һе Тһе Dunlop K190, K88 and K88HT - 
uncommon strength, resilience and K88HT is your tire. three first-class knobbies - proven 
puncture resistance. And a whole new — This tire has an offset knob pattern winners in Motocross and Enduro 
range of sizes is available for 1980, similar to the K88; however, the knobs events around the world. One of them 
from mini-motocross to open class. are spaced closer together, and the is your winning ticket. 

K88: The ultimate soft terrain tire. compound is softer, to give you the 

The Dunlop-pioneered tread design extra contact needed for hard terrain. 

and SHE о have ы Specially reinforced shoulder knobs e I U. AN. ALI 
this tire a proven winner on soft help prevent knob rollover when PO. Box 1109 * Buffalo, NY 14240 
surfaces. cornering on "blue groove’. 716-879-8200 


More cycles ride on Dunlop than any other tire in the world. 


nearly as much. Roll-on performance, 
again, felt good, but the numbers were a 
match for the Suzuki at most speeds. Be- 
cause the slide throttle carbs on the KZ 
don’t limit air velocity, hard acceleration 
from low speed requires careful modula- 
tion of the throttle. 

Handling was sub-par too. At high 
speeds the Kawasaki would wiggle a little 
bit even in a straight line. During dragstrip 
testing the handlebars would be moving 
back and forth slightly by the end of the 
quarter mile and in top speed runs it 
wasn't as stable as most of the other motor- 
cycles. On back roads, the kind of roads 
motorcyclists look for and car drivers look 
out for. the Kawasaki was happy if not 
pressed. Ridden at a leisurely pace. lean- 
ing it over no more than 15 or 20°. the KZ 
was stable and secure. At a sporting pace. 
the kind of pace that has cars squealing 
and motorcyclists grinning. the Kawasaki 
was uncertain. It would lean over and then 
pick itself up. It was impossible to hold a 
cornering angle with it. Nothing dragged 
because nobody trusted it enough to drag 





mountain ride asked the tourguide to hold 
the pace down because he was riding the 
Kawasaki. Raingrooves also made the KZ 
wiggle. 

Around town, though. the KZ1000 was 
pleasant enough. The engine helped here, 
because several of the other motorcycles 
had difficulty running when first started. 
Going around corners at intersections and 
maneuvering through the parking lot was 
no problem with the KZ. It didn't fall into 
turns and considering its size, required 
little effort to turn. No wonder it got 
frequent use when people needed a motor- 
cycle for trips to the bank or to take to 
lunch. That suited the KZ. 

What hurt the Kawasaki more than any- 
thing else was the vibration and sound it 
made at cruising speeds. At 30 mph it was 
the noisiest of all the group. The bike goes 
through several stages of howling and 
moaning and sounding lonesome, with all 
that noise hitting the rider in the face. 
Without a fairing the Kawasaki doesn't 
have much of any noise, but with the 
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Honda GL1100 
Kawasaki KZ1000 
Suzuki GS850 














Yamaha Х51100 


Equipped Stock 
mph mph 
95 112 

91 91 
112 126 
109 120 
114 122 
117 127 


fairing to block wind noise and the sounds 








being bounced back by the fairing, the din 
is awful. 

Vibration, though, is worse. Maybe the 
accessories make the vibration seem worse 
than it is, but the Kawasaki was definitely 
the worst buzzer of the test. Cruising down 
the freeway at 65 mph the Kawasaki sends 
up a vibration that’s guaranteed to tickle 
your fancy. At other speeds the butt mas- 
sage is reduced by other parts vibrating. 
Everywhere on the Kawasaki things vi- 
brate and the tingling bombards the rider 
and passenger every minute they spend on 
the motorcycle. 

Kawasaki should rubber-mount the en- 
gine. Not like the Harley rubber mount, 
but like the Honda CB900 rubber mount. 
Four-cylinder inline engines naturally 
produce torsional vibration. Some, like the 
Yamaha, damp it with mounts. The Suzuki 
is small enough not to have a problem. 

Conspiring with the engine is a drive 
ratio that makes the engine spin 3873 rpm 
when the bike’s going 60 mph. The Ka- 
wasaki has enough power: It doesn’t need 
that low a gearing. Geared up so the 
engine could relax and turn a slower speed 
the bike would be much more comfortable 
and more economical too. 

As it is, the Kawasaki was the least liked 
touring bike of the test. Get rid of the 
vibration, quiet it down, gear it up, put on 
a bigger gas tank and stiffen up the rear 
springs and the KZ would be great. 

For sporting riding Kawasaki makes the 
chain driven KZ1000s. It’s a shame the 
Shaft isn’t turned into a touring bike. It’s 
got enormous potential. > 
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SUZUKI GS850 

Being the smallest bike in the test. dis- 
placement-wise. should have been a liabil- 
ity to the Suzuki GS850 in a test like this. 
After all. these are touring bikes. by defini- 
tion if such a definition exists. large un- 
gainly monsters dedicated to the principle 
that bigger is better. Yet when all was said 
and done. the Suzuki's size was more an 
advantage than a disadvantage. 

Based partly on Suzuki’s GS750 and 
partly on the GS1000. the shaft drive 
Suzuki certainly came with sporting cre- 
dentials. It was geared lower than any of 
the other bikes to give the smaller engine 
some leverage. Its short stroke dohc inline 
Four should have been able to rev higher 
and might return better gas mileage this 
year with the new CV carbs and electronic 
ignition. When the first GS850 was tested 
last year we were impressed with the com- 
fort and performance of the bike. but put 
off by some severe drivability problems. 
With the new carbs and ignition. we 
thought. the problems might be solved. 

Somehow the Suzuki's smaller size has 
been well hidden. Even without a top box. 
the Suzuki weighed 649 Ib.. only 14 Ib. less 
than the Yamaha XS1100. And the 
Suzuki's accessories looked smaller than 
some of the other bikes. with the saddle- 
bags tucked in nice and close and the 
smaller fairing being narrower and lower. 
We never did find out where all the weight 
15. 

The Suzuki may be heavier than it 
should be. but no one who rode the bike 
guessed that it weighed as much as it did. 
Its handling was more like that of a good 
750 than a touring bike. It didn't have to be 
wrestled into corners and held down or 
picked up and muscled around. Light pres- 
sure on the bars shot the message straight 
to the frame that the rider wanted to 
change directions. Not onlv was it the best 
handling bike in the test. it's a fine han- 
dling bike. Even the addition of the fairing 
and saddlebags didn't detract from the 
quick response and precise steering. 

On mountain roads the Suzuki rider was 
the fast rider. leading the pack down the 
highway. It's so willing to go around cor- 
ners it entices its rider into enjoying sin- 
fully fast riding. Rain grooves didn't 
bother it. nor did bumpy corners or high 
speed straights. A cross wind at the 
racetrack couldn't interfere with the 
Suzuki's top speed run because the bike 
was so stable. 

Unlike some of the bikes. the Suzuki's 
adjustable suspension isn't there to com- 
pensate for problems: it's there to help a 
rider find the combination of damping and 
spring rates that works best. None of the 
settings work poorly. With minimum air in 
the forks and the shocks set at the softest 
damping positions the ride was soft but the 
handling was still precise. With a load on 
the bike the forks worked better with 
higher air pressure and stiffer damping 
made the bike feel more secure. but the 
difference was a matter of individual pref- 
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erence. not absolute necessity. It was al- 
ways comfortable. 

A frame that keeps the Suzuki handling 
well with a load also makes load carrying 
safer and more enjoyable. Though the load 
capacity of the bike was second lowest of 
the test at 354 lb.. the Suzuki lost less of its 
nimbleness with the addition of a pas- 
senger than any of the other motorcycles. 
Differences in load capacity between the 
Suzuki. Kawasaki and Honda were slight 
to begin with. 

Part of the Suzuki's exceptional per- 
formance with accessories added stems 
from the nature of the accessories. Look at 
the chart showing top speed and the 
Suzuki's is the second fastest. Thats a 
particularly good test of the wind re- 
sistance of the accessories and the Suzuki's 
accessories added less drag than any of the 
others. 

Of course the Suzuki was also an excel- 
lent track performer. Some of the bikes. 
the Honda for example. didn't perform as 
well on the track as they did on the high- 
way. The Suzuki was the opposite. In quar- 
ter mile performance it was virtually the 
equal of the Kawasaki and performed 
considerably better than the much larger 
Honda GL1100. That lower gearing. high 





FIFTH GEAR OVERALL RATIO 


BMW R100T 4.80:1 
Harley-Davidson FLT 3.36:1 
Honda GL 1100 4.67:1 
Kawasaki KZ1000 4.84:1 
Suzuki GS850 5.61:1 
Yamaha XS1100 4.77:1 





revving engine. good clutch and easy con- 
trollability helped the bike perform better 
than several larger but less sporting 
machines. 

Braking performance was as good as 
engine performance. It was the only bike 
tested with noticeably shorter braking dis- 
tances than the others. Even with the load 
of equipment it stopped in 138 ft. from 60 
mph. better than many unequipped mo- 
torcycles. The brakes are strong and feed 
back a feel of the front tire and the tires 
have excellent grip. yielding the short stop- 
ping distances. 

As good as the track performance was. 
day-to-day engine performance left a lot to 


. be desired. As a touring bike the Suzuki's 


engine characteristics were terrible. At low 
throttle openings and low rpm. especially 
anything below 3500 rpm. the engine 
would miss on one or two cylinders. The 
Suzuki would stutter and miss at normal 
engine speeds until the engine was spin- 
ning fast enough. and the throttle opened 
enough. then the bike would rocket for- 
ward. It felt as though the bike had two- 
stage carbs with a secondary barrel open- 
ing up once the bike was moving. A charac- 
teristic CV carb jerkiness remained at all 
times. though the Suzuki's drivetrain 
doesn't have any sloppiness that adds to 
the problem. 

Lean carburetion is most likely the cause 
of the Suzuki's engine troubles. but it 
didn't return good gas mileage. On the 
highway the Suzuki would go 40 miles on a 
gallon of any kind of fuel we found, but 
that's not exceptional. At least the gas tank 
was larger than average at 5.8 gal. And. 
unlike some of the other new Suzukis. 
there's still a reserve position on the vac-» 








Remember -when your chain goes, you don't. 
NEXT TIME TRUST D.I.D! 


Walking back can sort of take the edge off a day of fun. 
Don't risk chain failure stranding you somewhere out 
there. Check your chain and trust D.I.D. It will take the 
kind of beating that delivers 100,000 impacts between 
sprocket teeth and rollers every single mile. As well as 
whatever extra roughing you give it. That's why by far 
the majority of all machines, worldwide, are originally 
equipped with D.I.D. And why most off-road competitors 
go for that very same chain, everytime. 

You need that kind of failure-protection, too. Es- 





pecially when the popular "M" series D.I.D starts 
under $25.00. Reliability and верце амаи. 
of fun-miles. бо D.I.D. 
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uum operated petcock on the GS850. Still. 
a range of 232 mi. isn't anything to write 
home about and the Suzuki should do 
better. 

While throttle response was the Suzuki's 
most frustrating problem. it’s a problem 
that could be solved with some carburetion 
work. Its noise problem is another matter. 
At 60 mph the Suzuki was twice as loud as 
the next loudest motorcycle. Part of the 
reason is the gearing that makes the engine 
run faster than the other bikes at cruising 
speed. but that's not the entire problem. 
The Suzuki's engine produces more noise 
than the other engines. The primary drive 
gears are noisy and there's intake noise and 
there's other mechanical noise. A different 
exhaust wouldn't solve the problem. And it 
is a problem. An hour's ride on the Suzuki 
was enough to make most people want to 
get off the bike and rest their ears. Acceler- 
ation noise was even worse. With a reading 
of 114 db(A) on the sound meter. the 
Suzuki was twice as loud during maximum 
acceleration as the next loudest Yamaha. 
The type of sound contributed to the irrita- 
tion. The Suzuki's road sound wasn't as 
enjoyable as the Harley's quiet rumble or 


isn't the sound of an engine doing work. 
its the sound of an engine room on a 
steamship. 

Without a fairing the Suzuki's sound 
wouldn't be as objectionable. The fairing 
cuts down wind noise and bounces engine 
noise back and there's no escape. A full- 
face helmet with an Apple Warmer closing 
off the bottom reduced the sound. but it 
was still there. 

Maybe nothing could be done about the 
noise. but something could be done with 
the seat other than sitting on it. The stock 
Suzuki GS850 has one of the best seats on 
a motorcycle. Its wide and relatively flat 
and very soft and everyone who rode the 
stock 850 liked the seat. Back in the college 
dorms guys used to sneak up behind their 
friends. grab the back of the underwear 
and give it a sharp tug. This was called a 
"snuggie" and this is what the Suzuki's 
optional seat does to the rider. There's no 
big hand grabbing at your shorts. instead 
the first hole slopes forward so the rider is 
constantly sliding down toward the front 
where the seat slopes up and crushes one’s 
manliness. This seat must have been de- 
signed by the fellow who came up with the 





responsible for the BMW’s sidestand? 

Other than the seat. the Suzuki's riding 
position was fine. The bars didn’t offend 
anybody and the simple instruments (a gas 
gauge in addition to the tach and speedo) 
were pleasant. One man found the shifting 
to be notchy but others liked the positive 
shifting of the Suzuki. 

One big advantage of the Suzuki is its 
price. At $3099 for the stock bike the 
Suzuki was $550 less than the next least 
expensive. Thats quite a bargain for a 
motorcycle that’s fun to ride and performs 
as well as the Suzuki. Because several 
people felt the carburetion could be fixed 
and the noise could be lived with and 
everything else is really exceptional. the 
Suzuki was the pick for Best Value. When 
asked what bike they'd buy if they were 
paying for it. the Suzuki was everyone's 
pick. 

One rider also chose the GS850 as his 
Sunday Ride bike because of its better 
handling and smaller. lighter feeling. The 
Suzuki has its problems. but they can be 
lived with or corrected. The carburetion is 
the worst problem. but there are fixes. 
What Suzuki needs to do is quiet the 



































even the BMW’s muted exhaust note. This Honda's crash bars. Do you suppose he's motorcycle and fix the carbs. 2 
TOP GEAR ROLL-ONS 
solo/double (with 350 Ib. load) 30-40 mph 40-50 mph 50-60 mph 60-70 mph 70-80 mph 
BMW R100T 2.3/2.3 2.6-3.1 3.6-4.0 4.2/5.0 5.5/6.8 
Harley-Davidson FLT 3.8/4.3 3.7/4.8 4.3/5.0 5.2/6.3 9.3/12.5 
Honda GL1100 2.8/3.3 2.6/3.3 2.8/3.2 3.1/3.9 3.5/4.1 
Kawasaki KZ1000 3.3/3.5 2.4/2.9 үзә 3.3/4.0 4.2/5.4 
Suzuki GS850 3.3/3.6 2.6/3.1 2.8/3.4 4.0/3.2 3.9/5.2 
Yamaha XS1100 2.3/3.0 2.2/2.8 2.3/2.6 2.4/3.1 2.7/3.7 
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YAMAHA XS1100 


Having been named Cycle World's fa- 
vorite touring bike for the past two years in 
a row, the Yamaha XS1100 came to the 
office faced with high expectations. We 
knew it was enormously powerful and had 
a huge load carrying capacity and had a 
nice soft ride, but we had never ridden a 
full dress Eleven. Would a full dress Ya- 
maha work as well as a stock XS1100? 

Now that there are other 1100cc motor- 
cycles and even a 1300cc Six available. the 
XS1100 doesn't seem as huge as it used to. 
Equipped as it was. the Yamaha wasn't the 
largest motorcycle. Weighing 663 Ib. the 
XS was lighter than the Kawasaki and only 
14 lb. heavier than the Suzuki 850. It was 
74 16. lighter than the full dress Honda. 
Even in figures like overall length and 
width the Yamaha measured up about in 
the middle of the pack. 

Of the Japanese touring bikes. the Ya- 
maha is the only one that drew comments 
about its attractiveness. The two-tone grey 
paint was tasteful and good looking. The 
accessories matched the original color and 
looked good on the motorcycle. There 
wasn't too much chrome and no part of it 
had that Made in Japan look that occa- 
sionally mars the styling of otherwise good 
bikes. 

Styling aside. the Yamaha is noteworthy 
because of its engine. Two years ago the 
XS1100 was amazing because of the enor- 
mous torque at low speeds and the peak 
horsepower the air cooled. dohc inline 
Four produced. All that power at every 
engine speed doesn't come from trick 
items like six cylinders or a 16 valve head. 
It comes from good sound engineering. 
The only novelty in the engine is the 
vacuum advance unit on the ignition. 
Other than that. and even the Honda 
GL1100 now uses a similar ignition ad- 
vance, the XS1100 is all straightforward 
stuff, no different from the KZ1000 or the 
GS850. 

Power is this bike’s specialty and power 
is everywhere. The Yamaha was the roll-on 
champ with one rider or a full load. The 
Yamaha was the quarter mile winner and it 
had the highest top speed. Best of all. it 
was easy to use the Yamaha’s power. 
Where the Suzuki had to be pushed to go 
fast and the Kawasaki felt powerful and 
brutal. the Yamaha never lost that soft 
feeling. The test rider. after the quarter 
mile runs, suspected the Yamaha’s time 
wouldn’t be any better than the Kawasaki, 
yet the difference was substantial. Rather 
than spinning its tire or jerking the front 
end in the air. the Yamaha just sort of 
gathers up its skirt and hurries along to the 
end of the strip. having picked up all that 
speed in the process. 

Yamaha has also done a good job of 
making the engine run while meeting 
emission requirements. Full choke and the 
engine fires up instantly. Instead of spin- 
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ning the engine at 4000 rpm with full 
choke as some of the bikes do. the Yamaha 
choke allows the engine to run at a pleas- 
ant enough speed. around 2000 rpm. It can 
be ridden away as soon as started without 
trauma. 

Normal CV carb throttle twitchiness is a 
slight problem for the Yamaha, but it's not 
as serious a problem as it is on the XS750 
or XS850. There are no flat spots in accel- 
eration and the engine responds to throttle 
twisting at any engine speed. 

While the clutch has a light pull and 
holds up well to hard use. the Yamaha's 
transmission is not an easy shifting unit. A 
loud clunk accompanies each shift and it's 
normal to miss the third to fourth shift if 
shifting isn't done slowly and deliberately. 
Shifting is the Yamaha's only real drive 
train problem and the enormous torque of 
the Eleven's engine makes shifting op- 
tional much of the time. 

Besides the incredible power. Yamaha 
has done an excessive job of making the 
XS1100 comfortable. The suspension isn't 
just cushy, is mushy. And the suspension 
is particularly overworked with accessories 
installed and loaded. Minimum air pres- 
sure in the forks and the lightest damping 
on the adjustable damping rear shocks 





(installed on both the standard and special 
this year) make the XS ride like a cloud. 
Unfortunately. it also handles like a cloud 
and have you ever tried to steer a cloud? 

The softest settings of the Yamaha’s 
suspension make it wallow at speeds tour- 
ing riders normally see. Going onto the 
Interstate at the cloverleaf the Yamaha 
would lean over and then stand up, not 
able to maintain a constant angle. No one 
scraped anything on the Yamaha because 
no one trusted it not to fall over and 
therefore wouldn't ride it hard enough to 
scrape. 

At least this is one motorcycle that has 
suspension adjustments worth having. 
Pump up the forks with 20 psi of air and 
the front end lifts an inch. Set the shocks at 
the maximum of the four settings and 
things settle down remarkably. 

Even at the firmest settings the Yamaha 
was the least confidence-inspiring ma- 
chine on a twisty road. The front end falls 
into corners at low speeds and requires 
more effort to turn at high speeds than the 
other bikes. At least the stiffer settings 
minimize straight line wiggles the Yamaha 
occasionally had. 

Comfort requires more than a plush 
suspension and the Yamaha scores well on 
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Harley-Davidson FLT 
Honda GL 1100 
Kawasaki KZ1000 
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PRICES 
price as tested base price 
$7936 $7195 
$6013 $6013 
$5473 $3798 
$4690 $3649 
$3765 $3099 
$4756 $3699 


Yamaha XS1100 
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rider and passenger seating. It offered the 
only bucket seat that people thought was 
comfortable. Unlike most of the other 
double buckets, the Yamaha seat didn’t 
slope forward. It was soft. yet offered sup- 
port, low enough so the rider could control 
the bike at low speeds. The handlebars 
irritated several riders and the grips, with a 
flared end, griped riders because their 
hands rested on the flared end of the grips. 
Footpegs were in the right place, the in- 
struments were readable and the throttle 
return spring was manageable. The Ya- 
maha, like the Gold Wing, is an Interstate 
armchair. Only the Yamaha is more like a 
motorcycle with a conventional motorcy- 
cle design and conventional motorcycle 
feel. 

One of its biggest features is cargo ca- 
pacity. This was the highest in the test at 
427 lb.. more than the Harley-Davidson 
and more than the Honda Gold Wing. It 
didn't have the greatest gross vehicle 
weight rating. but the Yamaha is lighter 
than the other super size touringmobiles. 
Considering its less than precise handling. 
the Yamaha didn't suffer too badly with 
the addition of more weight. 

Adapting well to carrying big loads 
doesn't mean it adapts well to carrying 


accessories. There are some problems with 
the bike when accessories are installed, at 
least the accessories Yamaha installs. 

When the motorcycle was first delivered. 
test riders were put off by a loud resonance 
at 55 to 58 mph. It felt like a mighty rattle 
of some piece of the motorcycle and the 
reverberations extended through the entire 
machine. Checking fairing and lowers and 
saddlebags and every other piece we could 
didn't turn up the villain. The loud rattle 
persisted throughout the test, but riders 
accepted the noise more as they rode the 
bike. 

Another strange noise occurred at 
higher speeds. anywhere from 65 to 80 
mph and not always at the same speed. 
This was a howl that sounded like King 
Kong blowing across the top of a 10 ft. 
Coke bottle. It was another awful. irritat- 
ing sound that made riders immediately 
complain about the Yamaha and avoid 
riding it. Neither of these sounds was 
heard on any stock Yamaha XS1100. And 
while the rattle doesn't appear to be cre- 
ated by the accessories. the accessories 
either cause or amplify the sounds. We 
can't say whether other accessories would 
encourage these sounds to the same extent. 
but it remains a concern. 




















ECONOMY 
Hwy. trip mpg CW loop mpg 
BMW R100T 47.8 43.2 
Harley-Davidson FLT 46.8 42.4 
Honda GL1100 38.8 40.0 
Kawasaki KZ1000 38.3 41.6 
Suzuki GS850 40.0 41.9 
Yamaha XS1100 41.9 42.0 
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Between resonant frequencies the Ya- 
maha is a generally quiet place to sit. At 30 
mph it’s nearly as quiet as the quietest 
bikes. At 60 mph it’s as quiet as the Harley 
and significantly quieter than the other 
inline Fours. Only at maximum first gear 
acceleration is the Yamaha loud and that’s 
not a big problem. 

Vibration control on the Yamaha is very 
good. It’s not a Gold Wing. but it's 
smoother than either of the other inline 
Fours and it has the largest engine so 
Yamaha must be doing something right. 
As long as speed is held above the 55 mph 
buzz and below the 65 mph howl, it's a 
peaceful highway tourer. 

Perhaps we were expecting too much of 
the Yamaha this time around. So it isn't as 
silky smooth as the Gold Wing or as 
sporting as the Suzuki. After we got over 
an initial disappointment with the Ya- 
maha's handling and the irritating noises 
we began to rediscover its charms. Power 
corrupts and the Yamaha is the most cor- 
rupt motorcycle of the test. Ridden at the 
right speed it’s comfortable and smooth 
and pleasant. The few irritations it has are 
things we can iive with or work around. 

When it came time to pick favorites the 
Yamaha was a strong second to the Gold 
Wing for the cross country ride. People 
who weren't sure about riding the Harley 
on a long trip picked the Yamaha as the 
second choice. Even the rider who liked 
the BMW best chose the Х51100 as a 
second-place machine. 

Of the conventional design motorcycles 
the Yamaha is the highway champion. And 
its still competitive with the other bikes 
when it comes to pure comfort. 

Now if they'd tighten up the handling 
and put on a bigger gas tank. . . . > 
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INTRODUCING SI. 
VESPAS YES MACHINE. 


No more "'no's," it's time to say "yes" to an entirely new and 
innovative moped, the Vespa Si (say "see," Italian for “уев”). 
Yes, to the unmistakably sophisticated and sleek design that 
says, "It's a Vespa." 

Test ride а Si moped and say “уез” to the remarkably smooth 
ride. That's because the Si uses a unique and advanced in- 
ternal cantilever suspension. The shock absorbing action is 
hidden, but you'll know it's functioning. The front suspension 
is a telescopic fork in oil bath with springs and rebound 
buffers. 

Say "yes" to the unique, sporty mag wheels which are standard 
equipment on all Si's. 

"Yes" to the great mileage the Si gives—up to 140 mpg. Now 
that's economy. 

"Yes" to the variable ratio drive that delivers extra power 
when it's needed. 

Say “yes” to the efficient two stroke engine. It’s practically 
maintenance-free! 

The new Vespa Si moped. Proudly brought to you by Vespa 
of America and the Piaggio Group, along with other Vespa 
mopeds, the Ciao (say chow"), Bravo, and two-passenger 


Grande. With over 6 million Vespa scooters and over 2 
million Vespa mopeds sold throughout the world, Vespa 
and Piaggio have built up in over thirty years a world wide 
reputation for two wheel excellence. So we back all our 
Vespa mopeds and scooters with a 12-month, unlimited 
mileage warranty. 

Now, how can you say no to a Si? 

For the Vespa dealer nearest you, check your local Yellow 
Pages, or write us. 

Mileage is based on CUNA Standards. Yours may vary. The Vespa 
Grande is built for two persons. д Two-passenger operation is not 
permitted in some states. Check local laws for oper- 
ation and ownership. Ask your Vespa dealer about 
Vespa Limited Warranty. Vespa of America, 


Consumer Relations, 355 Valley Drive, 
Brisbane, CA 94005. 
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CONCLUSION 

Surprisingly, there is a high degree of 
agreement among the riders. What works, 
works for everyone and what doesn’t work 
is apparent to all. But touring is not as easy 
to define as touring bike and picking an 
overall winner wouldn’t be fair. Instead, 
there are class winners. 

What most commonly is thought of as 
the best touring bike, that is, the best 
highway cruiser, is the Honda. It’s de- 
signed for the job and offers qualities that 
none of the other bikes can offer. It’s the 
cross country champ and if we had to pick 
an overall winner, this is the category we'd 
consider the championship. 

Harley-Davidson, at the beginning of 
this test, was awarded the Most Improved 


Congeniality. It was the motorcycle we all 
liked the most, the one we tried to keep for 
ourselves on the long ride. It was fun and 
we enjoyed every minute spent on it. 

Suzuki makes the most sporting touring 
bike, or maybe that’s because the GS850 
isn’t just a touring bike. It’s also a sports 
bike that happens to have a shaft. What- 
ever it’s called, with a list price of $3099 it’s 
also a bargain. Give it the Value for Money 
award. 

Yamaha still makes the most powerful 
touring bike and an excellent all-around 
tourer. Along with the Harley-Davidson, it 
deserves an honorable mention for cross- 
country cruising. It may not offer the max- 
imum in comfort any more, but the tre- 
mendous engine is enough to make us 


BMW will have a small but stable mar- 
ket for their unusual combination of at- 
tributes for as long as they want. Nobody 
else makes a lightweight shaft drive tour- 
ing bike, let alone a bike with the BMW’s 
simple design. For occasional unpaved 
roads no other touring bike can match the 
BMW and its large gas tank and good 
mileage make it the cruising range champ, 
all important considerations for some peo- 
ple. The BMW certainly has its niche. 

Kawasaki, sad to say, is the only motor- 
cycle in the test that doesn’t have a niche. 
It’s got enormous potential with a strong, 
reliable engine, but it doesn’t have a spe- 
cialty as do the other motorcycles. Perhaps 
this motorcycle was designed by people 
who don’t ride touring bikes. 


























Motorcycle award. The FLT also is Miss admire it. And now for the accessories. a 
SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE AND BMW H-D Honda Kawasaki Suzuki Yamaha 
DRIVETRAIN R100T FLT GL1100 KZ1000 GS850 XS1100 
Engine ohv opposed 45 ohv sohc opposed dohc inline dohc inline dohc inline 
Twin V-Twin Four Four Four Four 
Displacement 980cc 1340cc 1085cc 1015cc 843cc 1101cc 
Bore x stroke 94 x 70.6mm 88.8 x 108mm 75 x 61.4mm 70 x 66mm 69 x 56.4mm 71.5 x 68.6mm 
Compression ratio 8.2:1 8:1 9.2:1 8.7:1 8.8:1 9.0:1 
Oil capacity 2.4 qt. 4 qt. 4.2 qt. 3.9 qt. agt: 4.3 qt. 
PERFORMANCE 
М mile 14.01 sec. @ 15.86 sec. @ 13.72 sec. @ 13.02 sec. @ 13.17 sec @ 12.67 sec. @ 
93.16 mph 81.81 mph 96.26 mph 101.23 mph 101.23 mph 109.48 mph 
Top speed, # mi. 95 mph 91 mph 112 mph 109 mph 114 mph 117 mph 
Speedometer error З 
30 mph indicated 31 mph 30 mph 29 mph 29 mph 29 mph 28 mph 
60 mph indicated 60 mph 60 mph 59 mph 58 mph 58 mph 58 mph 
Braking distance 
from 30 mph 39 ft. 36 ft. 42 ft. 38 ft. 38 ft. 37 ft. 
from 60 mph 153 ft. 168 ft. 161 ft. 157 ft, 138 ft. 160 ft. 
Top gear roll-ons 
40-60 mph 6.2 sec. 8.0 sec. 5.4 sec. 5.1 sec. 5.4 sec. 4.5 sec. 
60-80 mph 9.7 sec. 14.5 sec. 6.6 sec. 7.5 sec. 7.1 sec. 5.1 sec. 
Engine speed at 60 mph 3662 rpm 2801 rpm 3722 rpm 3873 rpm 4471 rpm 3747 rpm 
DIMENSIONS 
Length 96 in. 94 in. 94 in. 101 in. 92.5 in. 98.5 in. 
Width 34 in. 38 in. 39.5 in. 39 in. 34 in. 36.5 in. 
Height 59.8 in. 58.5 in. 59 in. 62 in. 59 in. 62 in. 
Wheelbase 58 in. 62.5 in. 63.2 in. 62 in. 59.75 in. - 61.8 in. 
Rake/ trail 28°/3.7 in. 25°/5.75 in. 29°/5.3 in. 27273,0 іп, 28°/4.4 in. 29.5°/5.1 in. 
Front tire 3.25H-19 MT90-16 110/90-19 3.50V-19 3.50H-19 3.50H-19 
Rear tire 4.00H-18 MT90-16 130/90-17 4.50V-17 4.50H-17 4.50H-17 
Brake swept area 179 sq. in. 352 sq. in. 287 sq. in. 269 sq. in. 320 sq. in. 295 sq. in. 
Handlebar width 28 in. 32 in. 33 in. 31.5 Ini 30.5 in. 32 in. 
Seat height 
front 31 in. 29.5 in. 31 in. 32 in. 32 in. 31 in. 
rear 32 in. 31:5 їп. 34 in. 35 in. 34 in. 34 in. 
Seat length 27 in. 28 in. 30 in. 26 in. 29.5 in. 26 in. 
Ground clearance 5.7 in. 6.0 in. 5.8 in. 6.3 in. 5.5 in. 5.6 in. 


Weight bias 


(96 front/rear) 42/58 43.5/56.5 44/56 43/57 45/55 42/58 


Gross vehicle weight rating 881 Ib. 1180 Ib. 1105 Ib. 1030 Ib. 1003 Ib. 1090 Ib. 
Load capacity 308 Ib. 400 Ib. 368 Ib. 362 Ib. 354 Ib. 427 Ib. 
Fuel capacity 6.3 gal. 5.3 gal. 5.3 gal. 4.8 gal. 5.8 gal. 5.5 gal. 
Base price $7195 $6013 $3960 $3649 $3099 $3699 
Price as tested $7936 $6013 $5473 $4690 $3765 $4756 
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EVALUATION 






BMW 
W ithout getting into any arguments, 
the reason we used a BMW К100Т 
rather than an RT for the test was so the 
BMW would be equipped with the Luft- 
meister fairing. That's because we like the 
Luftmeister, the fairing made in the USA 
for U.S. riders, better than the RT fairing 
that didn't work as well. 

In case you hadn't noticed, the 
Luftmeister fairing looks an awful lot like 
a Windjammer. Don't suppose this fiber- 
glass fairing was copied from a Vetter, do 
you? In any case, all the nice things we've 
said about Windjammer-style fairings 
having good protection from wind and 
good luggage space apply to the Luft- 
meister. 

















headlight mounted in the fairing and the 
adjustment knob, inside the fairing to raise 
or lower the headlight beam, that not all 
| the other Vetter fairings in the test had. 
The molded, lockable cover the Vetter 
fairings have over the righthand opening is 
replaced on the Luftmeister with a second 
upholstered cover. Only instead of having 
a simple cover with two map-holding 
straps, there are small upholstered pockets 
built into the covers of the Luftmeister 
fairing. Altogether, BMW’s version of this 
classic design is excellent. 

BMW also markets an item. called a 
Dryper. It fits around the fork tubes and 
attaches to the fairing to eliminate any 
updraft of wind around the forks. A mar- 
velous device it is, too. 

The Dryper, or a similar shield (Tefco, 
10807 Mt. Boracho, San Antonio, Tex. 
78213 makes similar devices for most fair- 
ings) is essential in wet weather riding on a 
fairing like the Luftmeister. 

Krauser saddlebags, with BMW name- 
plates and tubular steel mounting brackets 
are used, plus a Luftmeister fiberglass top 
box. These are large capacity detachable 
| bags that mount close to the motorcycle 
and are handy to use. The bags on our test 
bike were sometimes hard to attach, but 
this is a common problem when the 
Krausers are new and normal use makes 
the parts fit together securely and easily. 

Having luggage-style latches at the top, 


the latches aren't locked. There are two 
keys for the saddlebags, one to lock them 
onto the mounts and another to lock the 
bags closed. 

Large-size helmets can fit into the spa- 


careful positioning is required. Dis- 
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Differences include the BMW quartz - 


a push of the finger opens the saddlebags if 


cious saddlebags, though a little bit of 


ABOUT THE ACCESSORIES 4 


|How the Accessories on Six Touring Bikes Stack Up. 


mounted from the motorcycle the 
Krausers are attractive and convenient lug- 
gage pieces with carrying handles posi- 
tioned properly. 

BMW's top box is also spacious and well 
finished. There's room for two open face 
helmets and it doesn't need to be locked to 
close the single latch. Unfortunately it 
doesn't detach so when the BMW luggage 
is removed the top box remains on the bike. 
Another problem is the passenger backrest 
on the leading edge of the box. It's a hard 
foam with, a protruding ridge around its 
edges, enough of a ridge that any pas- 
senger on the BMW was given a sore back 
by the back rest. The rest might just as well 
be left off. 

Cost of the BMW package is $741. 











HARLEY-DAVIDSON 

АМ: of the other motorcycle com- 

panies have been more successful 
selling accessories than Harley-Davidson. 
For years the Harley dealer was the only 
place motorcyclists could buy good quality 
clothing for motorcycling and many other 
accessories. And now that the other 
makers are getting into the accessory busi- 
ness Harley still has some advantages. 

The Tour Guide only comes with the 
accessories shown. These pieces aren't 
available to fit any other motorcycles, 
though the top box could be adapted to 
other bikes. So this motorcycle was de- 
signed with its accessories and it shows. 
The fairing is much smaller than the other 
fairings, and it's mounted closer to the» 


WORLD CHAMPION 
GRAHAM NOYCE SOUNDS 
ABOUT THE DG 


“I demand maximum performance ether I’m riding 
y 450 Honda werks bike or my Honda CB 750F.: 





fs You can’t buy the parts Iuse on my 


Honda werks bike, but you 
can purchase the same exhaust system 
I use on my Honda street bike." 
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DG ACCESSORIES AND APPAREL ARE SOLD INDIVIDUALLY THROUGH FINER MOTORCYCLE DEALERS AND 
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The DG EXHAUST SYSTEM is designed with a uni- | 1% [e otal amount enclosed 
que collector design which results in clean styling, am , the clas nc ifornia residents add 6% sales tax 
ing maximum ground clearance. The DG Exh n С 3 om 

is available for all po 














motorcyclist. It doesn’t look like any of the 
other fairings, all of which have a certain 
similarity. Instead. this is a Harley-David- 
son fairing and nothing else. There are two 
headlights in front. both operating all the 
time. Signal lights are integrated with the 
fairing and there are locking side openings 
into the fairing storage area on either side 
of the fairing. Harley-Davidson sells other 
accessories that fit into the fairing, includ- 
ing several radios. Storage room in the 
Harley fairing is minimal. The openings 
are tiny and the actual capacity is less than 
that of all but the Honda Interstate fairing. 

Protection offered by the Harley fairing 
is less than the best. This isn’t one of those 
fairings that make a rider think he’s sitting 
at home. There’s a continual breeze—but 
not a blast—past the rider and passenger. 

Saddlebags are another Harley-David- 
son product. The FLT bags look like the 
bags Harley’s been installing on FLH 
models, but the shape is different so the 
bags can fit around the oil tank and the 
battery, both of which are positioned at the 
leading edge of the bags. Storage room on 
the bags is somewhat below average and 
the shape is irregular, but the capacity is 
adequate. 

A single latch at the rear of each bag 
locks the bags closed. There’s no way to 
close the lids without locking them and the 
lids are completely removable. though the 
saddlebags are permanently attached. 
Wiring runs through the bags so the signal 
lights mounted on the rear of the sad- 
dlebags can be powered. There are also 
reflectors at the outside edge of the bags 
and chromed rails wrapping around the 
rear of the motorcycle. 

The top box is excellent. It hinges at the 
side so a passenger doesn't have to move 
when the lid is opened and it also is 
separate from the passengers backrest. 
Again. it can only be opened and closed 
with a key, which we don't like, but at least 
one key opens the top box. saddlebags and 
the fairing. Sidelights are mounted at the 
lower outside edge of the box and there's a 
quick disconnect electrical fitting so the 
box can be easily disconnected and re- 
moved from the motorcycle. another good 
idea. 

Capacity of the Harley-Davidson box is 
tremendous. It was undoubtedly the 
largest carrying device on any of the mo- 
torcycles tested, yet it didn't interfere with 
the motorcycle in any. way. 

A number of items on the FLT would be 
considered accessories if they were on 
other motorcycles, but, like the fairing and 
saddlebags. are standard equipment. 
Floorboards, heel-and-toe shifter and the 
sidestand are all standard on the Harley 
and they all work quite well, once a rider 
gets used to them. The heel-and-toe shifter 
on the FLT has separate adjustments for 
each end. The floorboards have spring- 
mounted surfaces to reduce vibration. 
Like the motorcycle, the H-D accesso- 
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ries are unusual, but they all do their job 
and they provide an example to other 
companies of just what touring riders 
want. 


HONDA 


hen Honda introduced the Gold 

Wing five years ago the company 
said it would introduce a package of tour- 
ing accessories for the motorcycle. Finally 
the package is here. 

In typical Honda fashion. the collection 
of accessories that make up the Interstate 
isn't exactly like what everyone else pro- 
duces. The fairing bears only a passing 
resemblance to that of the BMW КІ0ОКТ, 
and even that is slight. The saddlebags are 
hard to disguise, but even these are an 
irregular shape that molds closely to the 
shape of the motorcycle underneath. And 
the top box is short, wide and packed with 
unusual features. 

Honda’s fairing is a normal enough size. 
Unusual features are the broad metal front 
piece. mirrors attached to the edges of the 
fairing and louvers in the fairing lowers. 
The shape of the fairing means that the 
plexiglass windshield is supported on the 
ends without little ears of the fairing plas- 
tic extending up the sides of the windshield 
for support. There are even small spoilers 
on the lower edge of the fairing. presum- 
ably to look aerodynamic. It’s all a very 
modern. streamlined-looking device and 
it's most attractive. 

Having the mirrors mounted on the 
fairing. the fairing itself can be mounted 
closer to the motorcycle without having 
mirrors on the handlebars hit the fairing at 
full lock. The distant mirrors also have a 
narrower angle of sight than closer mirrors 
and aren't as useful, but they are vibration 
free and show a sharp view of the immedi- 
ate area behind the bike. 


and easy to use, while the speakers pro- 















Wind protection provided by the Inter- 
state fairing is good, but not up to the level 
of the Vetter-type fairings. There was little 
buffeting and good protection even for the 
passenger. Storage room in the fairing is 
almost nonexistent. Tiny lockable covers 
open into the fairing: though the lefthand 
opening on the Interstate only hid a small. 
shelf because the radio took up the room 
beneath. 

The Honda radio is really quite a toy. It 
worked exceptionally well for being 
mounted in a motorcycle. was sensitive 


duced good sound for something expected 
to endure the weather. A headphone at- 
tachment was used that provided better 
sound while riding, but Honda hasn't 
made a final decision what combination of 
headphone/microphone/intercom will be 
offered. The test bike had an intercom 
included with the AM/FM stereo radio, 
though we only had one set of headphones 
and couldn't try the headphone. 

Preset push buttons select radio stations 
and other buttons send the digits on the 
dial up or down seeking a signal. A switch 
on the fairing turns off the speakers and 
allows the rider and passenger to listen to 
the radio only through the headphones. 

The radio tuner can be removed from 
the fairing by turning a key. Better yet, the 
radio key is one of only two needed for the 
complete machine. as the ignition key also 
locks the saddlebags and top box. 

Nearly as much thought has gone into 
the saddlebag design. The bags are large, | 
yet don't protrude excessively. The interior 
shape is irregular so there's a wide section 
at the rear of the saddlebags. Latches at the 
front and back of the lids can be closed 
without locking. And nylon bags fit into 
the saddlebags and become removable 
luggage that can lift their contents from 
the saddlebags. іре 









































-Free Wheeling ассо 205 
Offers pinstripes ornew ^. 
optional tricolor tape stripes - 
апа тоге. _Low-mount western 
mirrors, styled steel wheels | 
and RWL tires optional. — 


Tough Ford Trucks set the pace for the 80's eNew aerodynamically 
- designed pickups. With exclusive Twin-I-Beam front suspension. 
'Bigger payloads than last year based on comparable vehicle weights 
e New 4x4’s and Broncos—the only American-built 4WD trucks 
with Twin-Traction Beam independent front suspension e Plus vans 
with out-front engine design for more move-around room inside 
e And the sporty Courier. The tough compact from Ford. New 
80 Fords set the pace in gas mileage ratings, too. 


GAS MILEAGE CHAMPS — кл ww. | Pe tee ы | Free Wheeling Van. 
:, EST P ee | ; Includes black bumpers, 


ж grille and rocker panels. 
9780 FORD PICKUP 49) 2 : ГЕ. Optional styled steel 

Best American-built Std. Pickup MPG**\ - == 3 & wheels, RWL tires, push 
e 780 FORD 4x4 PICKUP i —— te, bar and portholes shown. 
Best V-8 4x4 Pickup MPG = á 


9780 FORD ECONOLINE 
Best Van MPG** 
e'80FORD COURIER — — ж Free Wheeling Courier. 
Best MPG of the Top Selling Custom-ordered look. Black 
о га T painted GT bar and push bar. 
е m даа “В Package” for tape 
Best V-8 Automatic Utility MPG+ прес cast ИНИ 


and RWL tires. 


*Compare these estimates with others. Your mileage may differ : 
depending on speed, distance and weather. Actual highway mileage : FO R D 
will probably be less than estimate. California ratings lower. Diesels 
and car-trucks excluded from pickup comparison. 


**With optional overdrive transmission. 
+Excludes California. FORD DIVISION 
















































Even the top box is a novelty. The shape. 
wide and short, means lots of items that 
can't fit in other top boxes can fit in the 
Honda box. A back rest attaches to the 
front of the box and works reasonably well 
as support for a passenger. The motorcy- 
cle’s ignition key unlocks the box so it can 
be carried by a strap handle on top of the 
box. There’s even a plastic plate under the 
carrying handle so the paint won't be 
scratched when riders grab the handle. 
Hinges are at the front of the box and can 
disconnect by sliding the top sideways, 
leaving an open bin at the rear of the 
motorcycle for carrying awkward items. 

Because Honda has deliberately de- 
signed the fairing to be a mount for ac- 
cessories like the radio and gauges, it isn't a 
spacious fairing, but the saddlebags and 
rear trunk certainly compensate. All of the 
pieces are well made and fit the motorcycle 
as an original equipment accessory ought 
to. Production of the Interstate fairing isn't 
expected to meet the demand this year. but 
when it catches up, there should be plenty 
of happy owners. 

The Interstate package. minus radio and 
gauges, raises the price of the Gold Wing 
to $4898. The radio package. including 
antenna, speakers and mounts, costs an 
additional $395.75 and the four gauges 
cost a total of $153.90. : 


KAWASAKI 


N: question who supplies Kawasaki's 
Ча accessories on the KZ1000. The fair- 
ing. saddlebags and top box all say Ka- 
wasaki by Vetter and all the pieces are 
standard Vetter accessories. 

Using Vetter accessories is a reasonable 
enough proposition for Kawasaki, even 
though Kawasaki is building its own ac- 
cessories in Japan for a new KZ1300 tour- 
ing bike. Vetter is the biggest aftermarket 
supplier of touring accessories in this 
country and virtually every other company 
has copied some parts of the Vetter equip- 
ment. Vetter pieces are also well known for 
good quality control and being state of the 
art. : 
The fairing on the KZ1000 Shaft isn't 
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the top-of-the-line Windjammer. It’s the 
Vindicator model. the lower cost model 
without the signal lights integrated into the 
fairing. That also means it has more room 
inside the fairing for storage, which is a 
reasonable compromise. 

Like the Vetter-made fairing on the Ya- 
maha, the Kawasaki's fairing provides ex- 
cellent protection from the elements for a 
rider and passenger. None of the fairings 
gave more protection. On a bike like the 
Kawasaki the extreme amount of still air 
can be a problem as the engine noises and 
vibralions are more readily apparent, but 
that's hardly the fairing's fault. 

Typical of the Vetter fairing, there's con- 
siderable updraft around the forks, but this 
is only a problem in wet weather. Lowers 
on the fairing are easy to install or remove 
and add protection and warmth for a 
rider's legs while not being as hot as the 
Honda's lowers. 

The Kawasaki was the only motorcycle 
in this group without a quartz halogen 
headlight or. in the case of the Harley. a 
double headlight. Its single 7 in. headlight 
provided the poorest illumination. 

For carrying capacity, the Vetter sad- 
dlebags and top box are good, but not 
great. The irregular-shaped saddlebags are 
large in volume, but have small, flat lids 
that open to the side. The opening is small 
and items like full face helmets are hard to 
pack. Also, the flat lids aren't as waterproof. 
as the overlapping lids of the permanently 
mounted saddlebags. Removal of the sad- 
dlebags is easy with the key and the key 
locking system has been improved on the 
latest Vetter bags so it's harder for the bags 
to be removed without the key. All the 
indentations and protrusions on the inside 
surface of the molded plastic bags should 
add to interior volume and enable the 
saddlebags to mount closely to the motor- 
cycle, but the outside edge of the bags stick 
farther out than any of the other 
saddlebags. 

Besides the quick detachability of the 
Vetter bags. there are rubber bushings on 
the saddlebag and top box mounts that are 
supposed to absorb vibration and, accord- 


ing to the manufacturer, improve han- 
dling. Without a direct comparison of dif- 
ferent accessories on the same motorcycle, 
it's impossible to verify the claim. but the 
full dress Kawasaki didn't handle as well as 
a stock Kawasaki KZ1000 Shaft and the 
accessories took something away from the 
performance. 

Kawasaki's top box shares some of the 
same characteristics of the saddlebags. 
Obviously the box and bags are designed 
to complement each other and the styling 
is similar, with angular bulges at the bot- 
tom edge of each. There's also an opening. 
on the box that's smaller than it needs to be 
and makes filling the box harder than it 
should be. While the bags detach easily, 
the box is semi-permanently mounted, 
bolted to the rack and that's unfortunate. 
The rear box is one accessory that should 
be easily removable. 

Another nuisance with the Kawasaki's 
accessories were the four keys that went 
with the bike. Besides the ignition key, 


.there's a saddlebag key and a top box key 


and a fairing key. This is particularly 
strange because Vetter sells tumblers so the 
keys will match on their accessories. 

Kawasaki sells the fairing for $357.42. 
the lowers for $87, the saddlebags for 
$291.50, the saddlebag mounts for $84.95 
and the tail trunk for $219.95. 


SUZUKI 


6 accessories were mounted on 
the Suzuki GS850. Suzuki sells the 
Calafia fairing and saddlebags as Suzuki 
parts, though there is no difference be- 
tween the Suzuki parts and standard Cal- 
afia pieces. 

For several years now Calafia has offered 
equipment that isn't the biggest available, 
and this suits the Suzuki particularly well. 
Overall size of the plastic fairing was 
slightly smaller than the Vetter-made fair- 
ings on the Kawasaki and Yamaha or the 
Honda Interstate fairing. Windscreen 
height is also much lower than that of the 
Vetters or Vetter-copy fairings. which is 
both an advantage or disadvantage. All 
riders were able to look over the Suzuki's 


windshield. The low windshield doesn’t 
"keep as much wind off a rider's head and 
some riders objected to the buffeting of 
their helmets. 

A look at the performance charts in the 
six motorcycle comparison test will show 
that the Suzuki lost relatively little of its 
performance with the accessories installed. 
Particularly, the top speed run is a good 
test of wind drag of the accessories. Judg- 
ing by these standards the Calafia has less 
wind drag than the larger fairings. 

Wind protection is a good news, bad 
news story. There's less still air behind the 
Calafia than behind most of the other 
fairings. Thats the bad news. The good 
news is that the Calafia fairing works par- 
ticularly well in the rain. Unlike all of the 
Vetter-style fairings, the Suzuki's Calafia 
had little updraft around the forks. The 
updraft on other fairings carries rain onto 
a rider's face and makes wet weather riding 
difficult. 

Another benefit of the Suzuki's fairing is 
its large carrying capacity. Some of the 
new fairings, particularly those designed 
and made in Japan for the big Japanese 
tourers limit carrying capacity. Naugahyde 
covers snap over large openings on either 
side of the fairing. Common items like 
large SER cameras fit right into the fairing 
and the carrying space was particularly 
useful. 

Calafia's non-detachable saddlebags for 
motorcycles with upswept mufflers were 
mounted in back. There are chromed rails 
wrapping around the bags and the entire 
package tucks in close so the bags and rails 
are only 29 in. across from side to side. 

These are the smallest saddlebags in the 
test, considering inside volume. Indenta- 
tions at the bottom allow the bags to 
mount low yet clear the exhaust pipes on 
the Suzuki that slope upward. Calafia 
makes a much larger set of bags called 
Calafia Fats, but the bags sold by Suzuki 
are reasonably sized for normal touring. 
Lids on the plastic bags overlap the edge of 





the bags to make them virtually water- 
proof. Holding the lids on are latches at 
each end of the bags that can either be 
locked or latched without locking. Unfor- 
tunately the chromed bar at the front of 
the bags extends higher than the front 
latch and interferes with fastening the lids. 

Calafia used to use a detachable hinge at 
the front of the lids and a latch at the rear 
and the bags were easier to open and close. 
The double latches allow the lids to be 
removed without hinging up so a huge top 
box can be used and not get in the way. 

If we were ordering a Suzuki equipped 
for touring we'd leave off the chrome rails 
around the saddlebags to cut down on 
weight, width and make opening and clos- 
ing the saddlebags easier. 

The entire Calafia package worked very 
well with one exception. A small hairline 
crack developed in the fairing during the 
end of the test. It didn't cause any prob- 
lems, but it shouldn't have happened. 

Costs for the Suzuki accessories are 
$332.84 for the fairing. $310.03 for the 
saddlebags and mounts, $109 for the seat, 
$61.95 for the sissy bar and backrest and 
$46.80 for the engine guards. 


YAMAHA 


here's a group of people at Yamaha 

who do nothing but design accesso- 
ries. This is important because Yamaha 
has taken a different approach to the ac- 
cessory business than the other big motor- 
cycle manufacturers. Rather than buy 
whatever is available from the aftermarket 
and resell it as Yamaha parts, Yamaha has 
a group in America that designs acces- 
sories and contracts out to aftermarket 
suppliers to build pieces to Yamaha speci- 
fications. 

Thats why Yamaha's Vetter fairing 
doesn't look like Kawasaki's Vetter fairing 
or any other Vetter fairing. It has a rec- 
tangular quartz halogen headlight just like 
the standard XS1100 Yamaha. Inside the 
new outside shell is the same inside shell as 


other Vetter fairings have. That means 
there's a locking cover on the righthand 
side and an upholstered cover over the 
lefthand opening into the fairing. There's 
no headlight beam adjustment on the Ya- 
maha’s fairing, but the storage room inside 
the fairing is excellent and the overall 
finish of the fairing is top notch. 

Wind protection on the Yamaha’s fair- 
ing is typically Vetter, that is. as much still 
air as any fairing ever made. The wind- 
shield is too tall for most riders to see over. 
though there are shorter windshields avail- 
able. The tall windshield provides less 
buffeting than the lower shields and makes | 
long trips more comfortable. if the rider 
doesn’t mind looking through the wind- 
shield most of the time. 

Typically for a Vetter-style fairing. the 
Yamaha has lots of updraft around the 
fork legs. This isn’t a problem normally 
and it tends to minimize some of the 
backdraft that swirls around the rider, but 
it also makes wet weather riding difficult as 
the updraft sprays the inside of the wind- 
shield, the rider’s visor and everything else. 

Saddlebags on the Yamaha aren’t like 
anything else. They're wide. large and 
made from plastic, with lids that hinge at 
the outside edge, a good idea. There's a 
locking push button latch that doesn't 
need to be locked to be closed, but closing _ 
the lids demands a good slam or else the 
lids will pop open during riding. Water- 
proofing is good, with a large overlap 
between the lid edge and saddlebag body. 
There are chrome rails surrounding the 
bags and overall bag width is 35 in. 

Both bags and the top box are bolted 
firmly to the motorcycle. The top box is 
medium size and has a relatively flat lid at 
the very top. Several items carried by the 
other top boxes wouldn't fit the Yamaha's | 
box because it was narrower than the other 
boxes. Two latches close the front-hinged 
lid and, again, these don't have to be 
locked to close the lid. The box mounts 
high at the rear of the Yamaha so a sliding 
backrest can extend from the front of the 
rear rack. A lower position would help the 
handling of the motorcycle. but would 
eliminate the sliding backrest. Passengers 
found the backrest to be useful, though not 
as comfortable as the one on the Harley- 
Davidson. 

Overall fit and finish of the Yamaha 
accessories was excellent. The gray paint 
perfectly matched the paint on the Ya- 
maha’s tank and sidecovers and there were 
no defects in any of the accessories. A 
major complaint, however, is that the lock- 
ing lid on the fairing. the saddlebag locks 
and the top box lock all use different keys 
and none of the keys are the same as that of. 
the motorcycle. Surely the customer who 


orders a touring package complete бот | 


the factory should get fewer than four 
different keys with which to lock his 
motorcycle. 

The package sells for $907.45. not in- 


cluding the $149.95 top box. E 
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ACROSS THE POND EN 


Group Tours Take the Uncertainty Out of European Motorcycling 


urope’s main attraction can also be 
part of the problem: Europe, that is, 
the string-straight roads of France, 
the Italian mountains passes, the Alps, 
etc., are so, well, so foreign. Just as Euro- 
peans like to come riding here, so do many 
Americans dream of the day they can tour 
overseas ... except that there's the lan- 


guage problem, the paperwork and insur- 
ance, borders to cross, meals to order, 
intricate old cities to thread through. 

One way to make all this less intimidat- 
ing is the group tour, just like any other 
tour except that you’re riding a motorcycle. 

The options range from basic, 14-day 


tour packages to 21-day deluxe packages 
that take you to historic and exciting places 
and offer the opportunity to ride what 
many consider the most challenging mo- 
torcycle touring route in the world. 

Years ago, a guy named Mike Von 
Thielmann put together а group of Ameri- 
can motorcyclists, flew them to Europe and 
led them through Germany, Austria, Italy. 
France, Switzerland and Yugoslavia. The 
idea became so popular that it produced a 
handful of copiers and today there are 
about six organized motorcycle tours to 
choose from. To fit the budgets and needs 
of participants, a variety of solutions are 


made available, including camping-vs- 
hotel/restaurant options and assorted an- 
swers to the ‘“‘who-the-heck’s-got-the- 
motorcycles?” question. 

On most of these tours you’ll ride with 
10 to 25 other motorcyclists, with or with- 
out passengers and follow a predeter- 
mined route set up in advance by the tour 
directors. Some directors will plan special 
routes if the itinerary interests enough 
people and almost all allow you to mean- 
der off on your own if the urge strikes. 
Most tours start somewhere in central Eu- 
rope or the United Kingdom and if you’re 
not interested in shipping your own motor- 





MASSE 


by Phil Philcox 


cycle over ($850 roundtrip by air), you can 
rent, buy new, buy used or participate in a 
buy-back plan (currently available only in 
England). 

At the high end of the price scale are the 
all-inclusive tours that include roundtrip 
airfare, all accommodations, most meals, a 
tour guide, luggage van, ground transpor- 
tation between airports and hotels and red 
carpet treatment from start to finish. At the 
bottom end are the do-it-yourself tours 
that take care of your basic requirements 
like transportation, accommodations and 
meals upon arrival and departure and 
assistance in getting your adventure on the 


road. Prices, of course, depend on what's 
included and the more you get, the more 
you pay. 

On a typical 21-day European tour, 
you'll pay between $1500 and $2000 from 
the east coast of the United States and be 
instructed to arrive at the point of depar- 
ture (usually New York) with your touring 
clothes, equipment, spending money and 
enough enthusiasm to get you through the 
experience. The tour package will include 
roundtrip airfare from where you are to 
where you want to be and once you arrive, 
the tour directors take it from there. All 
accommodations have been arranged in 
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quaint, European hotels or inns in ош of 
the way places to give you a sample of what 
Europe is all about. Most tour packages 
include all breakfasts and most dinners, 
few include lunches. Sightseeing tours 
have been arranged along the route and 
the pace is geared toward the average rider 
(rarely over 150-200 miles a day). Several 
directors supply a luggage van so if you’re 
into overdressing, you need not worry 
about where you’re going to carry that 
dinner jacket, black bow tie and your 
patent leather pumps. Sitting in the van 
might be a factory-trained mechanic, sur- 
rounded by spare parts and tools, who can> 
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A farm in Germany. 
handle everything from a flat tire to a 
complete engine change. 

Each participant is provided with a tour 
route sheet that lists the routes for the day 
along with the name, address and tele- 
phone number of nightly hotel stops. so if 
you get lost you just drop a mark. franc. lira 
or pesata into the nearest telephone and 
call for help. You can ride with the group 
or on your own and when you arrive at the 
hotel at night. the dining room table has 
been set and a plate is waiting with your 
name on it. Not included in the tour 
packages is the price of the motorcycle, 
incidental spending money. gasoline, in- 
surance (unless it's a pre-paid rental) and 
other expenses. Unless you've chosen the 
rental solutions ($750-$900 for three 
weeks. including insurance). you'll be re- 
quired to pay for return shipment of the 
motorcycle (if you buy new), customs duty 
(5 percent of the appraised. used value) 
and whatever expenses are involved in 
shipping home what has to be the ultimate 
European souvenir. 

I've talked to many motorcyclists who 
have been on these tours and have yet to 
hear опе serious complaint. if you consider 
it’s difficult to please all of the people all of 
the time. There are participants who have 
gone as many as 15 times. which indicates 
somebody’s doing something right. Most 
tours are competitive in price-and апу 
difference you'll note is probably due to 
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extras or lack of extras in the tour package. 
Talking to the tour directors themselves. 
I've found them all conducting the tours 
for the opportunity rather than the profit. 
Each is a dedicated motorcyclist and ac- 
complished guide who has the partici- 
pant's interests at heart. 

On a typical 21-day tour. everybody 
participates in a group dinner the first 
night where the tour director explains the 
basic rules and the upcoming schedule. 
then they retire for the night to fight jet lag 
and to stem the flow of adrenalin. The 
second and third days are usually spent on 
motorcycle delivery. familiarization with 
the motorcycle and loading the touring 
equipment. Everybody heads down the 
road the next morning and the tour has 
begun. 

One tour group leaves from Munich, 
Germany and rides through Bavaria across 
the lower Alps. arriving in Switzerland on 
Day 7. A morning departure from Geneva 
has you in France that night for an over- 
night layover on the French Riviera. You 
ride into Italy on Day 9, arriving in Rome 
on Day 11 and after a two day layover in 
Rome (there's always ample time to do 
some local exploring on your own), the 
group rides south to Naples and Pompeii. 
then back through central Italy into Venice 
and over the Tyrolian mountains. You re- 
turn to Munich on Day 20. prepare the 
motorcycles for return shipment (or turn in 





the rentals) and fly home on Day 21 or 22. 

The alternative to the almost all-inclu- 
sive tours are the basic tour packages 
which are designed to appeal to the do-it- 
yourselfers with the small piggy banks: the 
rider who chooses to make his own ar- 
rangements once in Europe and determine 
his own on-the-road expenses. These tour 
packages usually consist of roundtrip air- 
fare, some accommodations and meals 
upon arrival (two nights), and departure 
(one night). a tour packet of maps. route 
suggestions and guidebooks and assistance 
in getting you through the first stages of 
your tour. Once you're astride your motor- 
cycle. you can tour on your own or with a 
group made up of participants (you'll meet 
them on the flight over) and you can spend 
what you can afford to spend by choosing 
your own solutions. You can camp along 
the route with the other campers or choose 
the hotel/restaurant solution if you can 
afford it. You can go anywhere you want to 
go as long as you're back on the dates 
indicated for the flight home. 


Here are the current group motorcycle 
tour options and any prices indicated are 
based on early 1980 exchange rates, so 
subject to change. The U.S. dollar is slowly 
sinking into the international monetary 
exchange quicksand so what costs $1 to- 
day, might cost $1.50 tomorrow. Write or 
call the directors, study their literature and 


choose the tour package that best fits your 
needs and budget. 


ALPINE MOTORCYCLE TOURS 
Conducted by Dick Van Cott 
Post Office Box 3041. 
Mission Viejo. Calif. 92690 
Telephone: (714) 837-1392 

Tours of Switzerland. Germany, Austria 
and Italy. Conducted from May 6-26 and 
August 5-25. Cost per person about $1500. 
Tour package includes roundtrip airfare 
from Los Angeles to Munich, all accom- 
modations, some meals. luggage van. Lim- 
ited to 24 riders. Rental motorcycles 
available (BMW RIOOS) for $900 or new 
BMW motorcycle delivery can be ar- 
ranged. The motorcycles are picked up in 
Vienna, Austria and the tour route follows 
the Danube to Salzburg. through the Alps 
to Munich, then to Switzerland, Italy and 
back to Munich. 


BOB BEACH'S MOTORCYCLE 
ADVENTURES 
Conducted by Bob and Elizabeth Beach 
2763 West River Parkway, 
Grand Island, N.Y. 14072 
Telephone: (716) 773-4960 

Tours of Germany, Austria, Switzerland 
and France (itinerary varies). Conducted 
in May and September. Cost per person 
about $1800. Tour package includes 
roundtrip airfare from the east coast to 
Munich, Germany, all accommodations, 
some meals, luggage van. Rental motorcy- 
cles or new BMW delivery available. The 
tour starts in Germany and covers Austria 
enroute to Venice, Italy. From Venice to 
Rome and into Switzerland and back to 
Munich. 


INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE 
TOURING CLUB RALLY/TOURS 
Conducted by Mike Beiro 
5118 Rolling Hills Court, 
Tampa. Fla. 33617 
Telephone: (813) 988-6561 

Fourteen and 21-day tours of the United 
Kingdom (England, Scotland and Wales) 
and Europe (Germany. Austria, France, 
Switzerland, Italy and Yugoslavia). All 
tour packages available in "A", *B" and 
"C" price ranges (deluxe to basic). Rentals 
available from $750 for three weeks or new 
motorcycle deliveries can be arranged 
(BMW's in Germany. Moto Guzzi/Duca- 
tis in Italy, Triumphs in England at tax- 
free prices). A-TOUR PACKAGE- $1650 
for riders/$1450 for passengers. 21-day 
tours of Europe or England. Includes 
roundtrip airfare, two meals daily, all ac- 
commodations, luggage van, tour guide, 
Welcome banquet. ground transportation 
and assistance in arranging shipments and 
deliveries. B- TOUR РАСКАСЕ-51400 
riders/$1250 for passengers. Same itiner- 
ary. Tour includes roundtrip airfare, one 
meal daily and all of the above. C- TOUR 
PACKAGE—$800 for riders/$800 for pas- 
sengers. Tour includes roundtrip airfare 
from the east coast, two nights- accom- 
modations with meals upon arrival, one 


Photos by John Ulrich 


night's accommodations with two meals 
upon departure, tour packet, Welcome 
banquet, club assistance. Usually held in 
conjunction with new deliveries in Ger- 
тапу. Italy or England. 


MIKE VON THIELMANN'S BMW 
RALLY 
Conducted by Mike Von Thielmann 
11379 Matinal Circle, 
San Diego. Calif. 92127 
Telephone (714) 487-9890 

Tour itinerary varies from year to year 
and usually includes Germany, Italy. Aus- 
tria, France. Switzerland and Yugoslavia. 


Pr 





A street in Richmond, Surrey, England. 


Tours conducted in May and September. 
Tour package includes roundtrip airfare. 
all accommodations, some meals, tour 
guide, luggage van, ground transportation. 
You can ship your own motorcycle to 
Europe for this tour. arrange a rental or 
new BMW delivery. 


WORLD MOTORCYCLE TOURS 
Conducted by Warren and Florence 
Goodman 
778 Bloomfield Avenue, 
Caldwell. N.J. 07006 
Telephone (201) 226-9065 

Tours of Italy, Austria and Yugoslavia.» 
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Paris. 








Cost per person about $1400. Tour pack- 
age includes roundtrip airfare from the 
east coast to Milan, Italy. all accommoda- 
tions. two meals daily. tour guide. Ship- 
ment of your own motorcycle by air is 
available for $850 roundtrip. The tour 
covers Milan, rides through Bormio and 
Ortisei, then into Austria through Inns- 
bruck and Salzburg. before crossing into 
Yugoslavia. Re-enters Italy near Venice 
and on into Parma, La Spezia. Asti and 
Como, then back to Milan. 


On all group motorcycle tours. riders are 
responsible for any additional expenses 
and all of this information is clearly ex- 
plained in the tour literature. Factory set- 
up charges on new deliveries are about $50 
and return shipping of the motorcycle 
costs from $200 to over $400. depending on 
the mode of transportation and destina- 
tion. Insurance coverage costs from $100 to 
over $200 depending on the type of cover- 
age designed (minimum liability to full 
coverage). Unless otherwise stated in the 
literature, licensing. duty upon return to 
the U.S.. taxes (if any) are not included. 
Daily spending money requirements will 
be furnished by the tour directors. 

Many riders consider the European mo- 
torcycle tour the ultimate adventure .. . 
and true adventures don't come cheap. But 
by purchasing airline tickets, hotel accom- 
modations and meals in bulk, and taking 
advantage of group discounts. the tour 
directors have been able to put together 
tour packages that offer you the oppor- 
tunity to participate at no more than it 
would cost doing it on your own in similar 
style. 152 


1000сс5 of tight cornering performance. Since 1957, the 


Sportster® has been your passage to Harley-Davidson® Here, a 
bike becomes more than a ride. It's a look, a sound, a power that 
affects those who ride it...and those who cross its path. 

Start with styling: these are the lines that have shaped 


American motorcycling. Buckhorn bars. A tear-drop tank. New 


ge 
shorty duals. Classic laced wheels? Plus easy view battery and | 
easily accessible oil tank. All delivered in a low, lean package 
that's responsive, agile and pure Harley-Davidson. 
And the incomparable Harley V-Twin. Simple, durable, | 






Ø 
fuel efficient ** and, above all, powerful. Its unmistakable rhythm 
signals massive low-end torque. And now you'll find the 
9 Sportster has a surprisingly competitive price. 
So pick out a road that's coiled like a snake. The Sportster 
The 1980 Hugger moves as you move: instantly, nimbly. And as you carve 
= 1 through the final curve you'll know you've 
Harley D avidson got the ticket-into the Harley-Davidson 
Spor tster. state of mind. 
Harley-Davidson 
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*9-spoke cast wheels optional. ** Your mileage may vary. depending ы 
on how fast you drive, weather and road conditions, and trip length. Harley-Davidson. 
More than a machine. 


We support the Motorcycle Safety Foundation and the A.M.A. Always ride 
with lights and helmet. Specifications subject to change without notice. 








DRESS IT YOURSELF 


ure, the factories are now in the touring business. They: 


offer complete packages that bolt right on and you can 

have them installed when you take delivery of your new 

machine and the colors all match. . . but what the factories think 
most people want may not be what vou want. 

Enter the touring bike done to individual tastes. There are good 

people ready to supply equipment that may be just a bit different 


from the optional gear. Many have been in the touring business 
since before it was a business. With their help you can go as fancy 
or as spartan as you please; or as your budget allows. 

For instance, the four motorcycles shown here are rigged for the 
open road, but each has been put together by a different person. in 
a different way. 

Like the idea? For details and descriptions. turn the page. . . . 











Kawasaki and Vetter 


ouring doesn’t have to be big and heavy. This Kawasaki 

KZ650 does occasional duty as a production racer, but for 
other weekends and daily errands. it’s fitted out with Vetter's 
new Quicksilver fairing. 

Vetter is best known for the Windjammer. the full touring 
fairing for large bikes and the one that inspired most of the 
large fairings now on the market. 

The Quicksilver is the same idea. that is. a frame-mount ina 
wedge shape. but it’s smaller and lighter and intended for 
middleweight bikes. (One of the models used as a workhorse by 
Vetter designers was, in fact. the KZ650.) 

The Quicksilver weighs 17 Ib. Retail price is $159.95 for the 
fairing body and $14.50 for the windshield. Mounting kits are 
$51.95 for the Honda CX500 Custom and CB750 and $30.25 for 
other bikes. A rectangular headlight is standard, and a rec- 
tangular quartz-halogen light sells for $24.95. From Vetter 
dealers. 





Yamaha/Pacifico/Lockhart/Tourmaster 


“Чу, 


Ns in the rulebook says the bike has to be sparkling 
new when it gets fitted for the open road. The Yamaha 
XS750 Special is one of our longterm machines. with lots of 
miles on the clock, but adding the extras shown here just made 
it better. 

The fairing is Pacifico's Classic. a full coverage frame mount. 
In the basic black used here, it sells for $375 with sealed beam 
headlight. $390 with a halogen bulb. For another $25, you get 
color match. The mounting kit is $45 and the lowers, not used 
here, are $55. From Pacifico, 1625 South East Hogan, Gresham, 
Ore. 97030. Ҙ 

Lockhart's Tail Piece, the luggage rack barely visible here, 
was removed from a GS750 and fitted to the Yamaha with the 
help of a hacksaw and electric drill. Useful things, racks. and 
this one, priced at $99.95 for black and $119.95 for chrome. is 
one of the best. From dealers or write to Lockhart Industries. 
15557 Texaco St., Paramount, Calif. 90723. 

Gripping the rack is the Tour Pack, sort of a soft top box. It's 
made of Cordura, good tough material, with plenty of pockets 
and zips. and it has a framework of aluminum tubing. like a 
backpack, with spring-loaded clamps to hold the pack atop the 
rack. Price is $135. with an optional waterproof cover for 
$13.99. The distributor is Helmet House, 2115 Colorado Blvd. 
Santa Monica, Calif. 90404. 


82/CYCLE WORLD 


Honda Gold Wing and Bates 


Q^ of the things most touring riders think about when it 
comes time to buy their second fairing is storage space. 
The Bates Clipper sets the record here. with the usual stuff 


pockets inside and a locking box between headlight and screen. 
Optional equipment for the Clipper includes lowers, AM-FM 
radio. a digital clock. map light and cigarette lighter (yes. some 
fairings provide enough still air to allow smoking). There's a 
choice of clear or tinted windscreen and the screen adjusts for 
height. 

This bike is owned by Bates and is used for testing and 
display. so it's equipped with everything in the catalog: Clipper 
fairing, $430: mounts, 549.95; radio. $115: clock. $50: lighter. 
$5: dashboard light, $15. 

Elsewhere on the GL are engine guards. $45: ride-off center 
stand: $69.50: luggage rack. $69.50: tote box. $89.50: box rails, 
$44.95: fiberglass saddlebags. $139.50: bag mounting kit. 
549.95: wrap-around guards. $89.50: extra rear lights, $27.95. 
All from Bates Industries. Р.О. Box 240-WN. Long Beach, 
Calif. 90801. 





Suzuki and Calafia 


В: this Suzuki 65850 is a prototype for Calafia’s 
newest option, it’s been equipped with as much show as go. 
The fairing is a Calafia STX, with lowers. Also on the bike are 
Road Runner saddlebags. a Sport Caddy (top box in street talk) 
and an Ez Berg seat. 

What makes this machine different is that the color is special, 
designed for this application. Rather than merely paint fairing 
and bags in the factory's shades, Calafia has developed its own 
color. a metallic-backed blue. 

This is genuine custom work. For the price; STX fairing, 
$389; mounting kit, $59.95; lowers, $123.95: bags, $184.95; 
mounting kit and guards. $194.95; Sport Caddy, $173.95; and 
Ez Berg seat. $206.95. you send your tank, fender and side 
covers to Calafia and you get the new pieces and your old parts. 
all done in a color you're not going to find on the bike next door. 
The custom work will be offered only for the GS850 and 
GS1000, the Honda GL and the Yamaha Х511, and there will 
only be 500 examples made this year. For details, write to 
Calafia Industries, Inc., 540 W. Lambert St., Brea, Calif. 92621. 





Aluminum temples are light, 
Hinge anchors sonically strong, and adjustable 


welded to lens tab 


; \ ато, uen 
А \ Vs we py Pro-tec 


SG 


Unitized injection-molded 
lens frame spreads impact 
over entire surface. 


Elastomeric nose bridge 
electro-magnetically 


bonded to lens to absorb 


shocks 


Contoured lens design 
filters out 83 percent more 
incident light than 
sunglasses 


Variable lens thickness 
creates distortion-free 
peripheral plane 


Hard-coated 
polycarbonate 
lens one-half 
weight of 
glass 


Abrasion resistance equal 
to highest quality 
3 ; ophthalmic glass 
Available in Blended 
Amber, Lunar Gray, Bronze, 
Arctic Clear and 
Vermilion 


WITH ALL THE TECHNOLOGY BUILT INTO 
GARGOYLES, THEY SHOULD BE UGLY AND 
WEIGH A TON. 


Gargoyles, offer a major breakthrough in 
vision technology and style. Unlike 
sunglasses, Gargoyles, not only look great, 
they're built to withstand flying rocks, dirt, 
insects, balls, wind and snow. In fact, the 
lenses alone are guaranteed for life against 
shattering or breaking with normal use. 

More over, Gargoyles, unique 
wrap-around contoured lenses surround the 
eyes, offering excellent visibility while 


effectively screening out peripheral sunlight. 
83% more than sunglasses! In windy or high 
speed conditions, Gargoyles, substantially 
reduce the chance of eyes tearing. 

Yet, with all the built-in technology and 
incredible lens strength, Gargoyles, are 
extremely comfortable . 

Try оп a pair of Gargoyles... We think the 
experience will open your eyes. 


~ GARGOYLES 


The Most Advanced Lens in the World 


A division of Pro-tec, Inc. Dealer inquiries invited. Write Pro-tec, Inc., 11108 Northrup Way, Bellevue, Washington 98004. Or call toll-free 1-800-426-6396. 








Rear view mirror(s) standard equipment. Always wear a helmet and eye protection. 








NOTHING FITS A HONDA 
LIKE HONDA. 


Back when your Honda was still on the drawing 
board, Honda engineers were planning the perfect 
accessories for it. 

They’re designed to fit your Honda exactly. 
Without extra holes or universal fittings. So you don't 
need a machine shop. 

They're carefully styled as well.Sleek. Aerodynamic. 
Wonderfully functional. With colors, chromework and 
design that make them an integral part of your machine. 

Your selection is something special in itself. Triple- 





chromed engine guards, luggage racks and backrests. 
Bolt-on trunks and saddlebags, immaculately color- 
matched to Honda's street bikes. Or detachables that 
double as hand luggage. 

So when you're checkin' out accessories for your 
Honda, go to the folks who built it. After all, they're 
designed with the same precision and style that made 
you buy a Honda in the first place. 


HORNIDAILINE' 


© 1980 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 





The Art of Passengering 


Dm 
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There’s More to being a Passenger than Sitting. Done Right, it’s Even Fun. 


h, touring. After weeks of planning, 

A the moment has arrived. The mo- 

torcycle is carefully packed, your 

man is at the controls and you feel that 

familiar knot of excitement as you swing 

your leg over the bike and signal that 
you're ready to go. 

After a couple hundred miles. you begin 
to feel like part of the baggage: useful 
when the motorcycle reaches its destina- 
tion, but totally worthless while on the 
road. 

Yet it need not be this way. As a pas- 
senger you may choose to be merely one 
more piece of essential gear for a tour. but 
you can also become involved in the ride 
itself. a practice that not only makes tour- 
ing more enjoyable, but can be crucial to 
your driver at times. 

After nearly 2000 miles of being a ho- 


Illustrations by Aline Patterson 


by C.F. Michaels 


hum passenger, I learned the importance 
of paying attention. An unseasonably 
early storm had dusted the mountains with 
snow, and about halfway to our destination 
in Vermont my friend at the controls 
pulled off the highway to thaw out his 
hands. Glancing idly at my boots, I 
noticed that the left one was covered with 
oil. Because of a leaking gasket. the Tri- 
umph had leaked oil not only on my boot, 
but also on the rear wheel of the bike, 
creating a potential hazard in cornering. 
My friend, being a resourceful type. 
improvised a sort of diaper for the engine, 
which would in theory catch the oil. keep 
the rear wheel oil-free and allow for a 


zippy run. 
I didn't give the diaper another thought 


until I smelled smoke. My first reaction 
was to look around in the woods for a 
cabin with a fireplace. Nothing but trees 
there. Yet I still smelled smoke. I leaned 
over to the left and looked down at the 
engine and found the source; we were 
riding a Triumph with a burning diaper. 

Using the prearranged signal. I poked 
my friend in the ribs. Because he couldn't 
see or smell the fire from his position, he 
assumed that his driving was scaring me 
and, in utter disgust, ignored the signal. I 
poked him harder, frantically trying to 
remember where on the Triumph the gas- 
oline lines were in relation to the flames. 
When the second signal was ignored I put 
my helmet as close to his as I could 
manage and screamed, “PULL OVER! 
WERE IN FLAMES!” 

He couldn't ignore that. The next few» 
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Star Brite MCIV 
Protector puts 


Star brite 


324 Cycle Trim 
ad 


new life into hard and soft plastics, 
rubber and vinyl. It fights weathering, 
discoloration, fading, drying-out and 
cracking. To keep your whole cycle 
looking new as the day you bought it. 


Available at all good cycle shops. 


cars down the highway were treated to the 
unlikely spectacle of two people wildly 
throwing snowballs into the engine of a 
burning Triumph with a diaper. 

Fortunately the bike wasn't damaged 
but the incident pointed up to me two 
important aspects of being a good pas- 
senger: be alert to anything unusual. and 
make sure the driver understands that 
when you signal. it's definitely for a reason. 
Though there's no signal for your diaper is 
on are. there are lots of others. Hand 
signals are commonly used by riders to talk 
with other riders and passengers to talk to 
riders. 


When the turn signal is left on. the 


signal is a hand opening and closing as if 
the hand were operating the mouth of 


Kermit the Frog. A point down on the left 
side says the sidestand is down and a pat 
on the stomach means it’s time to feed the 
tape worms. A lot of wiggling. you're not 
surprised, means find the next gas station. 

Of course. most tours come off without 
serious incident, and it’s easy to be lulled 
into thinking that you, as a passenger, are 
not important on the road when in fact vou 
are. You can be à great help to the driver. 
There are small ways in which you can 
make his job easier. safer and a lot more 
enjoyable for both of you. 

Chances are you will be touring with 
someone you know well: your husband or 
a good friend. In this case one hopes you 

have learned to trust his ability with the 
motorcycle and can relax somewhat. My 
own first tour was behind a man I did not 
know all that well. but had ridden with on 
a few occasions. During the tour I was 
nervous. so much so that I nearly spoiled 


the trip for him as well as for myself. 1, 


finally reached the conclusion that he 
wasn't going to take any chances with his 
own safety. so I was probably going to 
survive the trip intact. Eventually I became 
so relaxed when riding with him that I fell 
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Star Brite, Miami, FL, 


asleep on the back of his cafe racer on a 
mountain road (Not a recommended prac- 
tice, incidentally). A little faith can go a 
long way in motorcycle touring. but there 
are concrete things you can practice as 
well. 

All men love mountain roads. 
the guys with whom I have ridden these 
roads also liked to ride them at what they 
called a “sporty pace." Loosely translated. 
this means at a speed guaranteed to scare 
you into fits. After several of these “sporty” 
runs when I was sure my hair was standing 
straight up inside my helmet. a friend with 
a Ducati suggested І make use of an un- 
likelv tool: the gas tank. 

By leaning forward slightly. 1 found 1 
could put one or both hands against the 
tank without disturbing the guy up front. 


Most of 


While the design of some touring bikes 
makes this impractical, I found there were 
several advantages to doing this on moun- 
tain roads. You are less likely to lean the 
wrong way in curves. as by having your 
hands on the tank you autom: tically lean 
with the driver to the angle he chooses. 
You get more of a feel for what the bike is 
doing and have a greater sense of balance, 
which in turn helps the driver. And. you 
are securely braced against the bike and 
won't knock the guv over the bars in the 
event of a sudden stop. for a deer in the 
highway or a tourist taking. pictures. for 
example. 

І found this practice so effective that 
even on flat highway I still leave one hand 
loosely on the tank, especially in heavy 
traffic where unexpected situations might 
arise suddenly. Since this is not a common 
practice, however, I suggest you explain 
vour intentions beforehand since he might 
otherwise be startled into inattention when 
he sees you groping with both hands 
around his lap. 

How one holds on is a matter of mutual 
preference. Any method that allows the 
passenger to remain steady with the mo- 
toreyele will work. and that includes grip- 
ping the rider. gripping the bike with the 
legs or reaching around and holding the 
gas tank. if the shape of the bike (and 
rider) allow it. 

Staying alert is possibly the single most 
important aspect of being an effective pas- 
senger. This is more easily said than done 
on long rides, I know. but it can be 
accomplished. 

When you stop for a break. take your 
helmet and jacket off. and walk around a 
little bit. It doesn't take that long to put 
everything back on. and the fresh air will 
make a big difference. The walking will- 
take the kinks out of your knees and back. 

continued on page 179 
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Ж CYCLE POLISH 


Star Brite MCIV 
Cycle Polish shines 
old or new cycles 
like a jewel in sec- 


onds without hard rubbing, even in 


hot sun. And it lasts up to a year. 


Paint, chrome, mirrors, plexiglass, 
aluminum return to their showroom 


sparkle with this amazing polish. 


Available at all good cycle shops. Star Brite, Miami, FL. & 
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Buy CAM2 now. During The Great CAM2 Baltimore, MD 21268 Ewell 
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2Buck Rebate. 






















INTRODUCING THE SUPER LIGHT, SNELL ’75-APPROVED MAGNUM III. 


If you're a serious off-road rider, extra weight isn't 
something you take lightly. 

You know that shaving a few ounces off your gear 
can make 20 miles of whoop-de-doos or a 40:minute 
moto a lot easier to take. 

Less weight means less fatigue. 

Unfortunately, it's always seemed that if you wanted 
lightweight headgear, you had to sacrifice some safety. 

Until the Bell Magnum III. 

This new Magnum is light. Very light. 


TAKE 


Bell engineers actually found a way to add two 
extra layers of fiberglass protection while still keeping 
the weight down. 

What's more, Bell's Magnum Ill meets or exceeds 
both D.O.T. and Snell 75 standards for performance, 
making it one of the safest open-face, off-road helmets 
money can buy. 

The New Bell Magnum III. 

A Snell '75 approved off-road helmet doesn't have 
to be a pain in the neck anymore. 


RISK 
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Iuiroducingti the first Radial m tire 


that eats mud and loves it. 


We call it The Radial Mud-Terrain T/A® The 
first radial mud tire. Its awesome new tread has 
a big appetite for mud. But a self-cleaning design 

.. . wont let it get filled, so it 

a keeps its biting edge. 
SS The BFGoodrich® 
Radial Моа-Теггаіп T/A 
tire has a tread designed 
to dig in, not float. So you 
get traction out there in 
the great gumbo—the 






praia ny, 


road geography you've 
always wanted to conquer 
The center riding rib- 

helps channel away water, for excellent traction. 
The non-directional tread design offers the same 
traction going backward or forward. You'll _ 
appreciate this in tight spots...when there Ems 
enough room to turn around. 


The Radial Мпа-Теттаіп T/A is a | quiet one | 


on the road. Computer optimized tread pitch 25 


— long and tough. The Radial Mud-Terrain T/A | 


wet, muddy, swampy off- 








sequencing puts the hush on hum. A DurcGard* 

folded belt system wraps The Radial Mud- 
Terrain T/A in a network of strength, while Wc x. 
dual compound tread helps keep it running. cool, & 














construction offers quicker steering response. 
and better ride qualities than bias ply mud tires. 

Offroad lovers, why let mud stop you? Go | 
with the new Radial Mud-Terrain T/A. Тһе latest | 
in the line of high performance T/A radials t that. 522 
more people buy than any other | de uk 

Ride T/A radials. Ride number one. | = ed 


_USA TA 
ныр кар 


#1 IN HIGH PERFORMANCE RADIALS. 
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THE CBX 


This is more of a motorcycle than you've ever 
known. More acceleration. More performance. 
More breakthrough technology. And it tells you so. 
Even when it's just sitting there, with those six pipes 
shining in the sun. 

This is it, all right. Six cylinders. 24 valves. 
1047 cc. Far and away the most impressive motor- 
cycle in the world. 

But no matter how much you've heard about 
the CBX, you'll never know how much of a motor- 
cycle it really is. Not until you take it in both hands 
and climb on board. 

Start it up. The engine is smooth and quiet. 
More like a luxury sedan than the world's most 
intense motorcycle. 

Slip away from the curb. Maybe you were 
expecting a thoroughbred sports machine like this 


а 


THE MAXIMUM STAI 


to be high-strung and twitchy. But it’s not. Even in 
stop-and-go traffic, the CBX is docile, cooperative, 
and predictable. 

Then head for the backroads. And brace 
yourself for the experience of a lifetime. You knew 
it was going to be fast. You knew it was going to 
perform. But you didn’t know it was going to be 
anything like this. 

Obviously, this is a motorcycle you'll have to 
know more about. 

And the best place to start is with the handling. 
Because we designed А the chassis specifically 
to work with the tre- mendous torque the 
engine produces. By making the engine itself a 
stressed member of the \ diamond configuration 
frame. For maximum flex-resistance. 








ГЕМЕМТ. 





Then we engineered the suspension to 
match. In front, you'll find low-stiction, adjustable 
air-forks. And the rear shocks can be adjusted in 
only a few seconds. To a total of 30 different combi- 
nations of compression damping, rebound damp- 
ing, and spring preload. 

The V-rated tires are tubeless, with a special 
tread pattern designed especially for the CBX. The 
black highlighted aluminum alloy ComStar™ wheels 
have triple discs. And the superb cornering clear- 
ance lets you get the most out of the suspension. 

Now then. About the engine. Volumes have 
been written about it, but they can all be summed 
up in one word: More. 

Because this is a 1047 cc DOHC Six. With a 

high-performance Pentroof™ head. Four 

valves to the cylinder. And a big-bore, short- 


stroke design that takes the redline a lot higher. 

With six 28 mm constant-velocity carburetors 
and an accelerator pump, you get instant throttle 
response. The pointless inductive ignition delivers 
red-hot sparks right on cue. And the five-speed 
transmission shifts crisp and easy. 

The CBX. 

It says more about its rider than any other 
motorcycle in the world. 

To some people, it may seem like too much. 

But once you really get to know the CBX, 
nothing else will ever be quite enough. 


FOLLOW THE LEADER. 


ALWAYS: WEAR A HELMET AND EYE PROTECTION. 
Specifications and availability subject to change. 
© 1980. Američan Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
~~ For a free brochure, see your Honda dealer. 
Or write: American Honda: Motor Co., Inc: 
- «Dept. 2A, Вох-50; Gardena, California 90247; 
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The Electro’3’is more th. 


electro e 


Pro Serien 





Inside and out, Electro’s all new, totally revolutionary “3” helmets 
are head and shoulders above other brands. One look at the “3” 
tells you its far from an ordinary helmet. Its hand-laminated 
fiberglass exterior has been meticulously sculpted into a look that 
makes today’s so-called “contemporary” helmets seem out of style 
and out of date. In appearance, as well as features, Electro’s “3” is 
well ahead of its time. It's also one of the world’s lightest. And 











certainly the best fitting. That’s because Electro lets you choose 
your exact size. Electro helmets come in hat sizes, from 6% to 
7%—not "small, medium and large" like other helmets. In addition, 
all Electros comply with safety regulations of the 50 states and 
many foreign countries, too. So put on the helmet that's designed 
by the pros. Electro "3? There's no other like it. 





You can adjust this remarkable 
face shield to stay open in virtually 
any position. Our secret is a high 
friction material, at the pivot point, 
that gr ips the face shield and holds 


it in the position you choose. Gone 
are the days of fumbling with hard- 
to-snap-snaps! The “3” doesn't re- 
quire snaps like the others do. In- 
stead, both the helmet and the face 
shield shapes are designed so that 
the wind passes smoothly and 
quietly around the helmet. This 
way, the entire helmet is more 
quiet, less apt to rock around on 
your head, and stays snug as you 
turn your head. 


ex әб electro 


The all new “Air Dam” is another 
Electro exclusive that every rider 
will appreciate. The Electro “3” 
was thoroughly tested and proven 
in rigorous wind tunnel tests to de- 
termine proper design for 
aerodynamics and air flow. This 
special rubber molding cuts wind 
noise to an absolute minimum by 
re-routing the air around the sides 
of the helmet, rather than allowing 
air to rush up under your chin and 
into your face and ears. 


Electrofilm, Inc., 7116 Laurel Canyon Blvd., No. Hollywood, California 91605. 
oro Send for Free color brochure and name of your nearest Electro Helmet Dealer. 


And if that’s not enough new fea- 
tures, we've also paid special at- 
tention to the padding in the chin 
and cheek areas. It conforms to 
your facial contours, to help reduce 
irritating wind noise even more, 
while increasing helmet comfort. In 
fact, all the padding and lining in 
the Electro “3” are the finest mate- 
rials available. So when you try on 
your new Electro for the first time, 
you'll experience comfort and fit 
like never before! 


The Electro "3" foam lining is one 
more exciting innovation. It has 
"Lateral Ribbing,’ which means 
that the interior design wraps hori- 
zontally around the inside of the 
helmet, unlike the standard vertical 
shape. This contributes greatly to a 
uniquely quiet and comfortable 
helmet. To assure a more perfect 
fit, we've distributed helmet pres- 
sure more evenly. This is done by 
re-positioning the chin strap, which 
is a "fat and comfy" 1" width. The 
Electro “3” also features a 
stamped, solid steel D-ring, which 
gives added strength to the reten- 
tion system. 





INTRODUCING THE DATSU 
OF 4-WHEEL DRIVE 


Grab your деаг— the first 4x4s by Datsun are here! With the 
biggest choice of compact 4- wheel drive truck bodies in America. 


TOUGH IN THE ROUGH, SMOOTH ON THE ROAD 
Datsun takes 4-wheel drive where the competition's never been. 
With the highest minimum ground clearance in the class. Solid steel 
plates to protect underbody parts. A powerful overhead cam engine. 
A separate high/low range 4x4 transfer stick. And enough built-in 
tough to tame the roughest road. 
But there's plenty of beauty in the beast, too. The new Datsun 
4x4s have independent front suspension and big 15-inch wheels to 
glide you in road-smoothing comfort. 


ROOMIEST COMPACT 4-WHEELER IN HISTORY 


The Datsun King Cab 4x4 has over 7.1 cubic feet of inside storage 
space — and optional jump seats inside! Now check out the standards: 
reclining buckets, tachometer, trip odometer, flip-out rear side 
windows, flip-down cargo light and the only standard 5-speed in the 
class. No 4x4 can treat you more like a king! 
And if you're looking for a long bed, Datsun’s the longest іп the 
class with over 7 feet of cargo length. 


REMINDER: BE GOOD TO YOUR LAND 


Rugged as the new Datsun 4x4s are, it's important to respect the 
natural beauty of our wilderness land. Use ‘em on the off-road roads, 
and in designated rec vehicle areas. That'll keep us all truckin’ fora 


long time to come. 
Visit your Datsun dealer, 
and test drive the hottest 
4 wheels in America today — 
the 4x4s by Datsun! 


WE ARE DRI VEN 








EVALUATION 





ur latest long range bike is a 465 
О“ YZ. Our long range test- 

ing lets us live with selected bikes 
for 6 months to a year—long enough to find 
faults and good news about the model. 
Normally, changes and modifications are 
recorded and we tell you about them when 
the long range report is published. 

And sometimes we run into a product or 
modification that makes the bike so much 
better that we do an evaluation as soon as 
possible. The White Bros. shock fix is such 
a modification. 

We were impressed with the action of 
the stock G model shock and said so in our 
tests of the YZ465 and the 250. But new 
model testing involves several weeks and a 
few hundred miles or races; enough to 
compare new bike vs new bike, but not 
always enough to reveal all the problems. 

When the 465 had about 800 miles on it, 
we noticed it didn’t like to turn any more. 
It went straight just fine but tight turns 
‘took muscle and the 465 had lost some 
agility. 

What was wrong? The rear spring had 
fatigued, so much that bike would highside 
off the kick stand if the bars were turned to 
the right. Just holding its own weight used 
three inches of travel. With a 180-Ib. rider 
aboard, another three inches went away. 
'The rear was down, the front was kicked 


didn't want to turn. 

Moving the spring preload adjusters 
didn't raise the bike enough to talk about 
and made the ride uncomfortable. We 
called White Bros. considered the best 
monoshock modifiers by many racers. 
They suggested we bring the shock in and 
watch as they performed the magic on it. 

The first impression of the shop is one of 
cleanliness. Everything has a place and the 
steel topped work benches and concrete 
floor looked clean enough for a bakery. 
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out like a chopper. No wonder the thing. 


White Bros. Monoshock Modification 


Removing The Shock From So 





White Bros. adds a short spring to the stocker and increases preload. The added 
spring requires machining of the shock body for different snap ring placement. Nitrogen 
pressure is set at 195 psi. The optional reservoir increases volume and cools oil faster. 


They started working on monoshocks back 
in 1975 when the first monos became 
production machines. They have always 
worked closely with racers, both moto- 
crossers and desert/off-road riders. They 
presently sponsor 30 riders and input is 
constant. They have modifications for all 
years and models of monos and the shock 
is returned set up for the rider's ability, 
weight, and type of riding or racing. Nor- 
mal production for a week is 60 to 90 
shocks, including about 20 of the new G 
units. 

First step is disassembly of the shock. 


-the job of опе full time worker. After 


cleaning, it is passed to Bill Rychlik whe 
assembles the shock. Bill has been in- 


volved with the operation for some time - 


and helps with the R&D as well as 
modification. 

Modifications vary with the model 
shock being worked on. The biggest 
change to the G is the addition of a short 
spring. The additional spring is available 
in three rates, selected by Bill to match 
rider weight and use. The new spring is 
added to the end of the stocker, requiring 
machining of new snap ring grooves in the 
main shock body. Three new grooves are 
cut so spring preload can be accomplished 
at both ends of the spring; by using differ- 
ent grooves for the snap ring and by adjust- 
ing the preload nuts at the other end, 
preload length is increased and the sag 
goes away. The choice of rates makes pre- 
cise set-ups for different riders and condi- 
tions easier. Spring separation and align- 
ment is via plastic rings. Internally, the 
stock damping valve is discarded and re- 
placed with one designed by Bill and the 
Bros. The design is semi-secret so we didn't 
photograph it. The new valve is die 
stamped from stainless steel and actually 
consists of two parts; the damping valve 
and a centering piece. These parts are inde- 


"time you read this. Price should be around 








pendent of eachother. not welded together 
like the stock valving. Being separate lets 
the valve react to fluid movement easier 
and the damping valve is designed to 
reduce compression damping slightly. The 
reduced compression damping means the 
rider is jolted less and the rear wheel will 
follow the ground surface better. After the 
body is machined and the internal damp- 
ing changed, the shock is reassembled and 
filled with a special Bel-Ray suspension oil 
that costs $42 a gallon. The large looking 
G shock and reservoir only hold 13 oz. of 
oil. Stock capacity is only 12 oz. but the 
Whites relocate the piston separator in the 
reservoir, increasing volume to 13 oz. Oil 
weight is another variable on the White 
shock. The weight selected matches the use 
of the bike and rider preference: heavy oil 
gives stiffer damping than light oil. After 
body and reservoir are bled of trapped air. 
the shock is pressurized with nitrogen to 
195 psi. Pressure is also variable but the 
Bros. say their experiments with different 
pressures changed the overall performance 
of the shock very little. Spring rates and oil 
weight are much more noticeable changes. 
We opted to leave the shock reservoir on 
the bike but they have a larger highly 
finned unit available. It isn't really needed 
unless the bike is being raced by a sea- 
soned pro. Then the stocker may not fur- 
nish enough volume and heat dissipation 
to keep from fading. The larger reservoir is 
trick looking and will be available by the 
































$65. 

Once the modified shock is installed the 
sag disappears and the back of the bike is 
more springy. This springiness lets the rear 
wheel follow all of the bumps and the bike 
is much more responsive to small ledges 
and ripple type surfaces. And the action 
through whoops is even better than before, 
Stock (before the spring sacked), the bike 
would cross whoops at a startling pace. 
The modified unit will let the bike go 
through them even faster. Where the stock 
shock let the rider know he was in 
whoops—the rear wheel could be felt hit- 
ting the opposite side—the White Bros. 
modification softens the wheel impact and 
improves rider comfort. It takes several 
rides on the bike before the rider adjusts to 
the added smoothness and raises his speed 
through the rough. Much higher speeds 
can be maintained with the same effort 
and control is always. Now we know why 
White Bros. has such a good reputation 
with racers—their modification works. 
Price for the G modification is $112. from; 
White Bros., 11611 Salinaz Dr, Unit M, 
Garden Grove, Calif. 92643. (714) 638- 
1653 B 
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The trouble with most motor- 
cycle accessories is that they're 
a lot like most motorcycles: 
ordinary. 

Thats why weve developed 
an entire line of genuine Yamaha 
Special accessories. 

So whatever you add to your 
Yamaha adds to the Special 
look that made you buy it in the 
first place. 

Our accessories are design- 
ed for form as well as function. 
So they not only fit, they accen- 
tuate. Integrate. In other words, 
help make every Yamaha 


t SOMETHING SPECIAL. — 
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Special even more so. Special accessories. 

From simple mini wind- Because you didnt buy a 
shields to full-dressed fairings Special to look ordinary. 
and waterproof saddlebags. 

- From lavish custom cruiser YA 


When you know how they re built. 


seats to polished chrome engine 
guards. All coordinated to give 
you one, unified look. And a 
double-take at every stoplight. 

And since no Special is 
complete without a rider, weve 
got everything to make a 
Special rider look complete: 
Yamaha helmets, jackets, gloves 
and much more. 

Use genuine Yamaha 
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Ш Honda isn’t known 

for making major de- 

sign changes on a | Ф; е 
yearly basis, so the uU 

1980 CR125 is some- 

what of a surprise. 5 

The 125 was new for CYCLE 
79 but didn’t get the PYORLD 


raves Honda ех- TEST 


pected. Most riders 
liked the engine and brakes but com- 
plained about the 23 in. front wheel, the 
claw tires and the shakey front end. Addi- 
tionally, the bike had little resemblance to 
the machines the factory sponsored riders 
were competing on 

Buyers will find little to criticize on the 
"80 CR. It has changed visually and me- 
chanically. First, the 23 in. front tire has 
been shelved, replaced by a regular 21 in. 
The Claw Action tires have also been 
scrapped and replaced with а more a 
conventional tread. Still designed by 
Honda and built by Bridgestone, they work 
better this time around. Honda brochures 
carefully avoid the 21 in: wheel, preferring 
to talk about other improvements instead, 
but we feel the front wheel is the most 


Action photos by Ron Hussey 


important change to the bike. The weird 
wobble is gone and so are tire replacement 
hassles. 

Changing the front wheel diameter re- 
quired a different frame and the new one is 
a double downtube design. The rest of the 
frame is very similar to last year; large 
main backbone, triangulated with a 
smaller tube and heavily gusseted around 
the steering head, engine cradled by the 
down tubes, backbone ending at a tube 
running between the top shock - 
mounts, no rear loop and 
minimal triangulation in 
the area under the seat. 

The double down- 
tube frame may 
add to the 


rigidity of the frame and it may not; | 
Honda changed from a single to double 
and Yamaha from a double to single for 
1980 and both claim strength advantages. 
The rear of the bike has taken on the 
look of the factory racers. The swing arm is 
a banana shape that places the shocks 
farther forward and more vertical. But 
unlike the factory bikes, the production 
bike uses steel instead of aluminum for the 
arm. The arm pivots in needle bearings 
and the hollow pivot bolt also mounts the 
rear of the engine. 

The shocks are also new for ’80. They are 
shorter than last year to fit the new for- 
ward position. They have aluminum 
bodies with finned piggyback 
reservoirs and dual springs. 

. Two rebound adjustments are 
possible by removing the. 
springs and turning the - 

. shaft. We didn’t like 

| either setting. Honda 

is proud of the shocks 

| and point out things 

| like the DU bush- 

ings; made from 
a blending of» 
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Teflon, lead and bronze. The DU bush- 
ings are used to prevent binding and drag 
around the shock shaft. Air/oil separation 
is performed witha reservoir bladder rather 
than a piston as used by most makers. 
Although the bladder is the proper app- 
roach, the Showa shock has overdone it. 
The bladder uses up most of the area 
inside the reservoir so little extra fluid 
capacity is gained. The bladder approach 
is good since a bladder reacts easier and 
„faster. to small bumps, but it should be 
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smaller or the reservoir larger. 

Forks are Showa leading axle jobs that 
contain a damping cartridge like before. 
The big changes are the addition of travel 
(11.8 in. total), air caps and the use of DU 
bushings at the top of the fork slider and 
on the lower part of the stanchion tube. We 
question using the Showa cartridge be- 
cause it offers no apparent benefit and 
takes up space that could be better put to 
use Бу increasing oil volume. 

The red 125 motor looks much like it did 


last year. Tip-off is the increased finning on 
the center port cylinder and radial head. 
Honda has been using chrome plated cyl- 
inder bores for several years. Their claims 
have been better cooling. less weight, less 
distortion, more horsepower. Guess what? 
The increased fin area is needed because 
the '80 125 has a steel lined bore and 2.5 hp 
more than last year—with the same port- 
ing! A larger carburetor—34mm replacing 
a 32mm—probably adds a little to the 
claimed power increase but not all of it. 
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steel cable. Fenders are also plastic; the 
front properly shaped, the rear on the short 
side. Rear-set side plates have finally be- 
come standard and add a modern look. 

The new CR has a reshaped seat. It fits 
the frame and general styling nicely and 
offers more padding at the front where 
most riders spend their time. 

General control layout is good; the bars 
are the proper shape and width, hand 
levers are easy to operate and reach, the 
brake pedal has a ribbed top and adjust- 
able height, and the aluminum shift lever 
is the right length. 

The fold-up kick stand is history. It has 
been replaced by a prop type that can’t be 
taken along, but can’t come down and 
cause a crash either. Most motocrossers 
like the idea, since they remove the frame 
mounted ones anyway. Trail riders won’t 
like the idea, but 125 motocrossers make 
lousy trail bikes so it shouldn’t be much of 
a problem. 

We raced the little 125 a couple times. 
Second place in the highly competitive pro> 
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WHY MOTOR OILS THAT 
_ HELD UP IN YESTERDAY'S CARS 
BREAK DOWN IN TODAY'S. 


* $ e Ў ® 

Twenty-five years ago, it didn't make 
a big difference what motor oil you used. 

Most of those old V-8 engines ran at a 
mere 20% of their capacity, producing 
relatively low temperatures and making 
few, if any, critical demands on a motor 
oil. 

But today’s smaller cars are a lot 
tougher on an oil. They do the same work 
as bigger cars but with two – even four — 
less cylinders. So their engines often 
have to run at 8096 capacity, creating 
brutally hot temperatures. 

Allthis can break down an oil's vis- 
cosity. Thats why smaller cars need 
Castrol. Castrols special viscosity modi- 
fler prevents it from breaking down, 


even in today's higher revving, hotter 
running engines. 

To demonstrate Castrols ability to 
withstand this intense heat and pressure, 
engine tests were conducted by an inde- 
pendent lab. And even 
after the equivalent of 
2,000 miles, Castrol still 
didn't break down. 

So if you drive one 
of todays demanding 
smaller cars, make 
sure you use Castrol- 
the motor oil that keeps 
up with the times. 


The oil engineered for smaller cars. 











NO BATTERY TAKES 
THE SHAKES BETTER THAN | 
WISCO'S ROUGHRIDER. 


Nobody knows better than you the 

kind of beating a bike takes. Road | 
shock and engine vibration can really “ы 
brutalize parts, especially the battery 
That’s why Wisco built the Roughrider. 

А 0.5. Ordinance test of four 
top batteries shows the Roughrider 
outperformed the best of the rest 
almost two to one. 

The triangular grid 
design, the specially treated 
plates, and the rugged cases 
mean this battery can take a 
beating and still keep cranking 
out the power. Start after start. 
We've also increased storage 
Ше 40% by incorporating our | 
premium grid alloy. | 

We make the Roughrider 
right here in the States. For U.S. | 
bikes, for Japanese bikes, for your Ё 
bike, without adaptation. And it’s-¥ 
priced competitively, too. 

The Roughrider. We put a 
lot in so you get a lot out. 

Ride with the best. 


ESB Wisco Incorporated 


Be a Roughrider. Write us today for your free Roughrider sticker. 
Specialty Battery Marketing, Exide Corporation, 
101 Gibraltar Rd., Horsham, PA 19044 
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Swing arm is banana-shaped and shocks 
are more vertical for '80. Showa shocks are 
aluminum bodied and use dual springs. 
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class was as good as we could do on it and 
the rider took many chances to finish that 
well. The rear shocks, as good as they look, 
aren't right. Cold, they have too much 
rebound damping, warm they are just 
about right. hot the damping disappears 
and the springs bounce the back of the 
bike around. And a pro rider will get them 
hot in seven or eight laps around a rough 
course. Adjusting the damping to the 
stronger rebound position compounds the 
problem while cold, and doesn’t help 
when hot. They work fine through large 
roller and gentle bumps but quickly be- 
come confused when pushed fast through 
short deep bumps. the kind most MX 
courses develop by the time practice is 
over. The front tire also slows a fast rider. It 
skates on hard ground, but doesn’t work 
too badly in mud. 

Otherwise, the new CR is hard to pick 
apart. 

The forks soak up small and large 


Detail photos by Ron Griewe 





Seat and side number plates are new, rear fender is old. 


Forks have 11.8 in. of travel and work well. 
Front brake is effective. 


tC 





bumps without a whimper and the air 
valves offer a lot of adjustability. The 
brakes are excellent, stopping quickly and 
chatter-free. The frame doesn't twist or 
flex. nor does the swing arm. Seating posi- 
tion and general layout are correct for 
normal sized 125 riders and the mid sec- 
tion doesn't protrude or interfere with the 
rider's knees. The distracting wobble. 
characteristic of the 779 CR is happily 
gone. The '80 stays straight and stable with 
the gas or brakes on. Steering is still quick 
and the bike has a nimble but positive feel. 
The front wheel still skates. a problem with 
the tire design or rubber compound. rather 
than geometry or wheel size like before. 
Replacing the front tire with a Metzeler or 
Pirelli will solve the problem. (A choice 
not possible with last year’s 23 incher.) 
The little Honda will pull an RM125T 
two to three bike lengths in a drag. a nice 
advantage to have in the start straight. But 
the Suzuki will pass the Honda back be- 





Head and cylinder fins are larger to help cool 
the new steel bore. 





Air cleaner is a large foam unit. 


fore the end of the moto if the track is 
rough. The Suzuki shocks are far superior 
to the CRs and the CR will be doing giant 
tank slappers while the RM motors past 
under control. 

The horsepower increase is noticeable 
and a good power spread has been main- 
tained. It's still a very small engine for the 
amount of power extracted and requires 
rider awareness and quickness. To go fast 
around a track, the rider has to be ready for 
the corners ahead, use wide lines and shift 
constantly. The six-speed transmission co- 
operates with the engine: gear ratios are 
good, shifting is smooth and positive and 
the clutch isn't needed when shifting. The 
clutch has the same traits as last year. 
Engagement is sudden and instant. This is 
unnerving to non-125 riders, but actually 
beneficial to 125MX racers, most of whom 
ride with one or two fingers on the clutch 
lever, ready to tap the lever and return the 
engine to max power if it starts to fall off. It» 


MAY 1980/109 

















SPECIFICATIONS 
рве. $1329 
Fork travel .............. 11.8 in. 
Fork stanchion tube 
diameter ................ 37mm 


Rear wheel travel ....11.0 in. 
Front ` 

tire ..3.00-21 Bridgestone 
Rear 

tire ..4.00-18 Bridgestone 
Engine ....two-stroke Single 
Bore x 

stroke ...... 55.5 x 50.7mm 
Piston 





displacement ........ 122cc 
Compression ratio ........ 8:1 
Claimed power................ na 
Claimed torque .............. na 
Carburetion....34mm Keihin 
ШОП ee CDI 
Lubrication system ..premix 
Primary 


drive......straight-cut gear 
Gear ratios, overall:1 


HY. scetur ineo 12.39 
Duro d ae 14.07 
АШ ушуш эски 16.11 
Т) кесе caper caster АЕ 19.28 
DING es: cx: cemere 23.23 
ПЕТЕР А зен 31.44 
Oil capacity .............. 1.5 pt. 
Fuel capacity .......... 1.7 gal. 
Fuel tank material ....plastic 
Swing arm 
material .............. chrome- 
moly steel 
Starter ............ primary kick 
Air filtration ........ oiled foam 





works, and means the rider won't have to 
shift quite as often. Fanning the clutch in 
certain corners will make a 125 blast out of 
the corner, and the instant type clutch is 


best for it. 


Honda's 1980 CR125R is a super little 
bike. It has excellent power and excellent 
forks. great frame, good brakes, and a neat 
swing arm. It is also heavily flawed by 
shocks that promise performance but de- 
liver bucks and boings. A good set of 
aftermarket shocks is going to set the CR 
owner back another $250-300. And with- 
out them he will have a hard time being 


competitive on the race track. 


Is the rest of the package worth the total 
investment of the bike and replacement 
shocks? ($1329 plus $300, about $1650 plus 
tax.) Considering the rest of the bike's 
merits, all the test riders said they would 


buy one. 
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DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase .............. 55.5 in. 
Seat height ............ 36.8 in. 
Seat width ................ 5.4 in. 
Seat length ............ 22.5 in. 


Seat front to steering 


stem center ........ 11.0 in. 


Handlebar width .... 


Footpeg height ...... 15:8 Іп. 


Footpeg to 


Seat TOD 205402” 21.5 in. 


Footpeg to shift 


lever center .......... 5.8 in. 


Footpeg to brake 


pedal center ......... 5.4 in. 


Swing arm length .. 


| — inn ота 
HONDA CRI25R-8O 


Swing arm pivot 
to drive sprocket 


GODLGT 5 se: tn an ose id 2.6 in. 
Gas tank filler 

hole size ................ Ta? IM: 
Ground clearance ..13.2 in. 
Fork rake angle .......... 28.6° 
Таста аны. ыз 4.Біп. 
Test weight w/half 

tank fuel .............. 195 Ib. 


Weight bias, front/ 
rear percent ....48.7/51.3 


FEATURES 
Forks adjustable 
WIE IE едын soe RS yes 








Grease seals keep the dirt out of pivot, 
ensuring smooth dependable movement in 
EB the muddiest going. 











Rear shock damping 


adjustable? ................ yes 
Rear shocks 
rebuildable? ................ no 


Provision to check 
transmission oil 
[NIST ктт yes 

Does owner's manual 
show how to disassemble 
complete engine? ...... yes 

Does pipe burn 
Геп ыиманы эш no 

Brake pedal 
height adjustable? ....yes 


ad 








Plastic gas tank holds 1.7 gal. of premix. 


There are a lot of good ideas. Most 
youll never see. But when you do 
see one, remember us. Were probably 
the people that made it work. 


: Kawasaki : 
P 2 Dont let the good times pass you Бу. 
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Electronic Fuel Injection 


was always a good idea. 
Making it work was an even better one. 








A compact, high-speed computer continually monitors ambient me. . 
conditions and engine dynamics, then triggers four precision injectors asm 
to deliver the exact fuel charge necessary for optimum performance. | € 





Kawasaki believes in riding safely. Check local laws before you ride. Member of AMA and MSF. 
Specifications and parts subject to change without notice. Model availability may be limited. 


At Kawasaki, Electronic Fuel Injection is more 
than idle thinking. We've put a brain behind it. 
A compact high-speed computer that fine 

tunes the fuel mixture to meet engine demands. 
At start-up, an engine needs a high ratio of fuel 
to air; that ratio changes as you accelerate, 
when cruising, again when idling. In all cases, — 
the Z-1 Classic is the only motorcycle to meet Magazine named the“Most Significant" and 





those demands with the precision of “Most Desirable"motorcycle of the decade. 
solid state, electronic microcircuitry. The Z-1 Classic Limited Edition is even 
| Nothing is left to chance. Electronic more desirable; with automatic cam chain 
sensors continually monitor enginerpm, tensioner, transistorized breakerless ignition, 
‘\ throttle position, air flow, and engine ош exclusive Clean Air System. And more. 






and air temperatures. Instantly, the If you've got a mind for details, ask your 
computer processes this data, Kawasaki dealer about the motorcycle with a 
--- and triggers the injectors to mind. The Z-1 Classic Limited Edition. The 
^ deliver the precise fuel mix- — world's only motorcycle with Electronic Fuel 
ture required for efficiency, ^ Injection as standard equipment. 
but most of all, performance. m 
That's the legacy of the 7-1. Kawasaki 


The bike that Motorcyclist Don't let the good times pass you by. 











Gold cast alloy wheels and 
chrome plated fuel tank are 
distinctive signatures of the 
limited edition Z-1 Classic. 


Tiple drilled discs with 
sintered metallic pads for 
smooth, powerful braking. 


Getting a handle on a good idea is one thing. 
Getting a good idea to handle is another. 
Introducing The KZ750/4 LTD. 
П аар 


e © » 








The most advanced suspension in its class: air-adjustable leading axle forks, 
20-way adjustable rear shocks and reinforced needle bearing swingarm. 


Kawasaki believes in riding safely. Check local laws before you ride. Member of AMA and MSF. 
Specifications and parts subject to change without notice. Model availability may be limited. 


American Sports Styling. A good idea, sure. 
Dress’em up. But can you take them anywhere? 
Face it, there are times when even the best rider 
wishes his style-bike were a road racer. Like 
when the road gets a little too tough to handle. 
A bank too steep. A curve too tricky. But now 


going in style is something everyone can handle. 


Enter the KZ750/4 LTD. A machine that 
caters to your every whim. With a super- 
sophisticated suspension system that puts you 
in control. Air-adjustable leading axle front 
forks. Plus, rear shocks you can fine tune for 

damping and spring preload. And the 
precise tracking of a needle bearing 
swingarm. It’s the most complete 
suspension package in its class. 
A Kawasaki exclusive. 









y 





Leading axle forks with 


air adjustability for a plush 


LS e di ride with superior control. 


A word about what you'll be handling. А 
larger displacement version of the legendary 
double overhead cam engine that holds world 
records for speed and endurance. There's 
more. The KZ750/4 LTD boasts more standard 
features than any other bike in its class. A 
quartz halogen headlight, pullback handlebars, 
cast alloy wheels (16" in back), tubeless tires, 
two piece stepped seat, maintenance-free 
transistorized breakerless ignition, constant 
velocity 34mm Keihin carbs, even Kawasaki's 
exclusive Clean Air System. 

One other nice thing about the bike that 
handles: You can handle the price, too. 


Kawasaki 


Don’t let the good times pass you by. 





Tiple drilled discs with 
sintered metallic pads for 
smooth, powerful braking. 


Performance-designed 
tubeless tires are 
mounted on tough, cast 
aluminum alloy wheels. 


Poly Chain Drive. 
The feel of a shaft.The price of a chain. 





The Kawasaki KZ440 LTD with Poly Chain drive.Sleek styling, Тһе Poly Chain belt uses aramid fiber cords for 
shaft-drive smoothness and comfort with a low, chain-drive price. strength, and woven nylon facing for long life. 


The construction and low inertial 
properties of the Poly Chain belt 
absorb driveline shock to reduce 
vibration for a smooth ride. 
















The low unsprung weight of 
the Poly Chain system helps 
maintain handling agility, and 
does not have a shaft drive’s 

characteristic torque reaction. 


The self-lubricating Poly Chain 
belt never requires chain oil, so 
it’s extremely clean to operate. 


Belt stretch is virtually non- 
existent, so frequent rear wheel 
adjustment is not necessary. 





“Impossible! The smoothness and convenience 
of a shaft, with the price and simplicity of a 
chain?” The experts never thought it could 
happen. But while they were sitting on their 
stepped seats, we were putting our act in gear. 

Introducing the latest innovation in drive- 
train technology: Poly Chain‘drive. Not a shaft. 
Notachain. But a combination of their best fea- 
tures, made possible by space-age materials and 
Kawasaki's down-to-earth engineering goals. 

You want smoothness and durability? 
The Poly Chain belt uses a composite of three 
synthetic materials that absorb driveline shock 
without sacrificing strength. The ride is shaft- 
smooth and whisper-quiet; yet, with proper 
care, the Poly Chain belt can outlast a conven- 
tional steel-link chain. 

Low maintenance and clean running? 
Checking belt tension takes only seconds, thanks 








Pulleys and belt have a 
complementary toothed 

design for high-efficiency 
power transmission with 
no slippage. | E 


toa clever tool Kawasaki provides. Poly Chain 
belt adjustments are required far less frequently 
than for a steel chain. And no lubrication means 
there's no oily mess on hands or motorcycle. 

Low unsprung weight and a sporting feel? 
The weight of the Poly Chain system is com- 
parable to a steel chain and sprockets, and 
much less than a shaft system. All else being 
equal, lowering the unsprung weight yields a 
more comfortable ride and improves control. 
Plus, you won't get the shaft drive's up-and- 
down torque reaction with Poly Chain drive. 

If you're looking for a mid-size bike that's 
high on comfort and appeal, but low in price and 
maintenance, check out the new KZ440 LTD 
with Poly Chain drive. It'll move you. Smoothly. 


Kawasaki 


Don’t let the good times pass you by. 


Specifications subject to change without notice. Av: ЫШЫ may be limited. 


*Registered Trademark, Gates Rubber Co., Denver, Colora 


When we created a better 


suspension system, 


we weren't just spinning our wheels. 


Uni-Trak™ While everyone else had their 
heads in the clouds, we had our wheels on the 
ground. Longer. Longer than any other form 
of suspension, according to Team Kawasaki 
rider Brad Lackey. And with more European 
moto wins than any other rider on the circuit 
last year, he oughta know. 

Uni-Trak. One strong shock connected to 
the swingarm through a rockerarm. The rear 
wheel moves parallel to the shock, vertical to 
the ground. The center of gravity is down low 


Rugged Heim-type ball joints 
minimize suspension slack. 


Damping-adjustable, remote- 
reservoir shock (KX models) 
for precise suspension action 















over any terrain. 4 
x 
кл к= е 
ін ГГ [= Reinforced aluminum alloy 
| = | Ws swingarm provides | 
П (| r1]! a mum strength 
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and rigidity. 


Op eS 
Lop 7 


and central, to work for you — not against 
you. You hook up better in the corners as well 
as down the straights. You track straighter 
through the stutter-bumps and whoops. 
You'll be seeing a lot of imitators in the 
years ahead. When you do, remember the 
people that made the original one work. 
The guys up ahead on the track. Kawasaki. 


Kawasaki 


Don’t let the good times pass you by. 













Parts and specifications of Kawasaki Uni-Trak and 
Clean Air Systems subject to change without notice. 
Related model availability may be limited. 


Kawasakis exclusive Clean Air System. 
Meeting EPA standards doesn't mean 
lowering ours. 


Performance. For some, meeting tougher ЕРА into the exhaust port. Because of the high heat 
standards brought a tear to the eyes. For already present, unburned combustion gases 
others, pollution had much the same effect. The combine with this extra air, and emissions are 
solution? Locate a small reed valve above each effectively reduced. More effectively than а 


cylinder that helps the engine clean up its smog pump or catalytic converter, because our 

exhaust without a loss in power. A simple idea. clean air system doesn't rob power. 

The best ideas always are. There you have it. Performance. A standard 
This is how it works: Between combustion — we've always had. One we'll always keep. 

cycles, there's a low pressure pulse that occurs а 

just after ће exhaust valve closes. This pulse Kawasa ki 


opens a reed valve which admits filtered air Don’t let the good times pass you by. 














The heart of Kawasaki's 
exclusive system is a reed valve 
that controls air flow. 


Low-pressure exhaust pulse 
causes filtered air to be 
drawn down into exhaust port. 


Hot exhaust gases 
react with filtered 

airandcontinueto 7” 
burninexhaustport, | 
and header pipe. 


"Dirty" exhaust gases 
mix with filtered air. 


Exhaust output is cleaned 
with no loss in power. 


There are a lot of people with 
good ideas. But damn few who can 
make one work. | 


Kawasaki 











EVALUATION 
Tacki-Grips 


ver wonder how different firms test 
= their latest brainstorms? We're con- 
vinced some don't test them. Others 
spend considerable time and money test- 
ing so the buyer gets his money's worth. 
The Gold Belt. best kidney belt ever. ob- 
viously had been thoroughly tested be- 
fore introduction. The success of that 
prompted the Gold Belt people to develop 
other worthwhile products. The latest is a 
grip that doesn't get slippery when wet. 
We had an opportunity to help test 
prototypes of the new Tacki-Grips re- 
cently. Al Simon and Dave Ekins, owners 
of Gold Belt, called with an invitation to 
test while riding for three days in Baja. 
Being fans of Baja riding. we accepted. 
Dave explained the general route and then 
told us about the other 20 invited testers. 
mostly normal guys like Roger DeCoster. 
Malcolm Smith, Marty Tripes. Jim Wien- 
ert. Mark Blackwell and Gary Drean. Why 
not get input from the best? 





A New Grip That Doesn't Slip. 


The thing that makes the Tacki-Grips 
different is the material they are made 
from. It is sticky and tough. The stickiness 
is throughout the material, doesn't wear 


off and is easily maintained by washing off 
surface dirt with soap and water. Addi- 
tionally, they won't harden, crack or fade 
from the sun. They are designed for street 


and dirt use and available in black, red. 
yellow, blue and green. Price is $6.95 from 
The Gold Belt Line, 7045 Darby Ave.. 
Reseda. Calif. 91335 (213) 705-5689. В 











dollar a gallon, motorcycles 
are becoming more and 
more popular as a means of 
transportation from point 

A to point B. Those riders 
give no real thought to 
performance or appearance. 
Their main concern is 
cheap transportation. 
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Hooker headers are not 
for them. 











However, for the man 

with an individual spirit, 
Hooker has exhaust systems 
to get excited about. With 
Hooker headers, you can 
stand above the crowd in 
appearance and performance. 











Hooker’s Race Header for Suzuki 
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HOOKER HAT, & MUG, ORDER DIRECT! 
Rm 


Name Dui Ws 


) 


Hooker Baseball Hat (adjustable size) 
Hooker Mug (16 oz.) 





Address 








City State Zip 





Master Charge # BankAmericard # 
7.50 each 


7.50 each 





Expiration Date Signature 











Please send check or money order to Hooker, PO Вох 4090. 1032 West Brooks Street, Ontario, California 91761 Sorry, no 
COD Freight included California residents add 6% sales tax. Offer valid for continental USA only Void where prohibited Total $ 
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The M1, Different Even For a Maico, Corners 
So Well It’s Almost Like Cheating 
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Action photos by Brent Lundberg 


Ш Maico is a small 
company, as motorcy- 
cle makers go. with a | 9 
big problem: Ever 
since the appearance 
of long travel suspen- 
sion ES leading rs CYCLE 
forks, Maicos have WORLD 
been the standard by 
which other pes TEST 
crossers are compared. Maicos are the 
bikes the bigger firms buy when they won- 
der how good their new models really are. 

Flattering, but also a problem, as Maico 
knows that everything they do will be 
tested and compared and when it works. it 
will quickly appear on rival machines. 
What Maico does to combat this is simply 
to make better machines. to change and 
improve first and then keep on improving. 

For 1980, Maico does it again. Enduro 
models aren’t changed but the new moto- 
crossers are different from past Maicos. in 
fact they are different from past anythings. 
The motocrossers, called Mls. get forks 
with giant stanchion tubes and new frames 
designed for added strength, extra suspen- 
sion travel and low seat height. 

Most modern forks are derived from 
designs intended for substantially less 
travel. As demand for more travel was 
voiced, the manufacturers responded by 
reducing engagement (the amount of over- 
lap between the stanchion tube and lower 
leg at full extension), to achieve the extra 
travel. Naturally. the bikes got higher and 
the decreased fork engagement meant less 
steady front ends. Some manufacturers 
countered by increasing the length of the 
slider below the axle. This approach has 
been the accepted method for a couple of 
years. Maico's 38mm forks had good en- 
gagement designed into them all along. so 
they didn't have to play the game until 
more than 1l in. of travel was deemed 
necessary. 

For 1980 Maico has designed all-new 
units with giant 42mm stanchion tubes. 
Travel is 12.2 in. and engagement an al- 
most unbelievable 8.5 in. The engagement 
is achieved by making the fork leg longer 
at the top—not the bottom. By extending 
the top. the lower leg doesn't drag in 
berms. Normal clamps would prohibit 
such a design. as the front of the bike 
would sit too far off the ground. Maico 
solved that little problem by stepping the 
lower clamp enough to clear the sliders. 
The top clamp has rubber mounted han- 
dlebar pedestals and naturally, both 
clamps are made from aluminum. The 
new clamps place the stanchion tubes far- 
ther apart than before and hardened allen 
head screws securely clamp the tubes in 
place. The top of the stanchion tube is held 
in place with a snap ring and the tubes fit > 
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flush with the top of the top clamp. Maico 
doesn’t allow for height adjustments. that 
is. moving the stanchion tubes up or down 
in the clamps. And none of our test riders 
thought the geometry needed fooling with. 

Changing fork oil requires fork removal 
because drain screws aren’t provided. But 
don’t bother until three bottles of oil are on 
hand—each leg holds 570cc (19.27 oz.) of 
oil. 

The МГ frame is as futuristic as the 
forks. Maico calls the design Megaform. 
The backbone is chrome-moly steel, con- 
structed from two stampings, then welded 
top and bottom. Additionally. three square 
holes spaced through the center of the 
form lighten the piece and add strength. 
much like arches or doors strengthen a 
wall. The front of the backbone sits rather 
high. then drops steeply to a point above 
the carburetor where the seat rails and 
subframe tubes connect. The large steering 
head is set at 28°. two degrees steeper than 
last year. Double front downtubes are still 
used and both wrap around the steering 
head to add strength. The downtubes wrap 
under the engine then curve up. terminat- 
ing at the rear of the formed backbone. 
The top shock mount is supported by 
another tube that intersects the end of the 
seat rail and the top curve of the engine 
cradle tube. Thus triangulation is formed 
under the seat with about half the tubing. 
required on last year’s frame. The rear part 
of this triangle is filled with gusseting to 
add strength and prevent bending when 
crashed. The exposed rear frame loop is 
replaced by a flat strap that solidly mounts 
the rear fender while hiding under the 
seat. 

The departure from an all-tube frame is 
an attempt at distributing the tremendous 
stresses a motocross frame is subjected to. 
The built-up backbone is claimed to do 
just that. Instead of applying force into one 
large backbone and trying to keep it all 
together with gusseting and triangulated 
smaller tubing, Maico has designed the 
Megaform backbone. which spreads loads 
through the structure without overloading 
one spot. 

The swing arm is mounted to a frame 
gusset at the lower rear of the frame and as 
before. the bolt serves as the rear engine 
mount. The curved chrome-moly swing 
arm is unchanged except for the axle ad- 
justers. The adjusters have double nuts, 
one on each side of a frame bracket. that 
eliminate the need for a hammer to adjust 
the rear wheel. By loosening one nut and 
tightening the other. the axle can be moved 
fore and aft easily. 

Corte and Cosso remote reservoir 
shocks are still standard. They mount in a 
more laid down position and have slightly 
stiffer springs to cope with the extra lever- 
age. The reservoirs are mounted with steel 
brackets and rubber bands. 

The MI has the best airbox we've seen. 
Its a large plastic unit that carries a big 
foam filter, has a completely open top. a 
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one-way water drain. and a straight air 
intake boot. Forget about trving to hold the 
filter in place. the filter on the МІ is 
removed by simply squeezing a wire re- 
tainer. The system is similar to Husq- 
varna's but the retainer on the Maico isn't 
hinged. Instead, it is completely removed 
after being squeezed. Replacing a clean 
filler is very easy: place the oiled and 
greased filter into the airbox, insert the 
wire retainer into the lower rear of the 
airbox and squeeze the top into the 
brackets. The procedure requires the re- 
moval of the seat, but still takes less time to 





do than to describe. Makes us wonder why 
it took so long for someone to develop such 
an efficient. yet simple system. Let's hope 
the rest of the bike manufacturers copy it. 

Outwardly both wheels look like copies 
from "79. The shape is unchanged. but the 
material is now aluminum instead of mag- 
nesium. The change to aluminum makes 
them slightly heavier but stronger. Gold 
colored Akront rims are laced to the hubs 
via good quality spokes and Metzeler tires 
are standard. The front backing plate has 
finally been moved to the left side. The 
reason for the switch serves only one pur- 


pose; the brake cable doesn’t have to make 
such a tight bend. Not a major change. just 
one that has been needed for too long. 
The biggest change to the 250 Maico 
engine is the carburetor. A huge 40mm 
Bing feeds the fuel into a loop port. non- 
reed cylinder. The cylinder is heavily 
finned aluminum with a steel bore surface 
that can be rebored six times. The trans- 
mission furnishes five perfectly spaced 
gears and primary kick starting. Primary 
drive is still double row chain and cupped 
washers are still used for clutch springs. 
Maico uses a plate instead of a drum to 


Photos. by Ron Griewe 


move the three transmission shift forks. 


The plate does the same job but takes up 
less space and weighs less than a drum. 
The linkage between the folding shift lever 
and plate has been changed to a hooked 
ratchet type that makes Maico's famous 
shifting even better. . 

Engine cases are compact and the swing 
arm bolt doubles as the rear engine 
mounting bolt. The cases mount at two 
points at the front and a head stay is used 
to add strength and reduce vibration. The 
small cases have thick wall castings and 
steel bushings are installed in the case's 





mounting holes to prevent elongation from 
a loose mounting bolt or years of use. 

The high snake pipe is also new for '80. 
It loops around on the right side of the 
bike. ending in a repackable silencer. The 
center cones are much larger than those on 
the Maico 450 and protrude from under 
the tank about 1.5 in. It is nicely formed 
and has excellent mounting brackets but 
should be tucked in better. 

Our test bike was the first 250 in the 
country and had been held up waiting fora 
pipe. so later models may not have this 
problem. > 
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All the plastic parts on the М1 are new. 
The fenders are wide. strong and properly 
shaped. The front fender has louvers in the 
rear part to let air pass through. helping 
cool the engine on hot days. We have been 
laughing at the same design on Yamaha’s 
MX175 fora couple years. now here it is on 
a serious motorcycle. Yamaha gets the last 
laugh this time. 

The side panels have been redesigned to 
avoid the heavy look the '79 had. Even the 
fuel tank is plastic on the newest Maico. It 
is color impregnated and shaped much like 
a Suzuki RM tank. It holds 2.5 gal. of 
premix and attaches to the frame without 
bolts. The tank slides down and forward 
over four rubber covered pedestals on the 
frame backbone and the seat holds it in 
that position. The gas cap is also plastic 
and the filler hole is large. 

Like past Maicos. the controls are first 
class. The hand levers are dog-leg Ma- 
guras, the throttle is a straight pull Magura. 
the bars are chrome-molv steel. the shift 
lever folds and the rear brake is rod oper- 
ated. The rear isn't a full floater but 
doesn't chatter under the most severe con- 
ditions. The pedal is a little slippery due to 
a lack of a rough top. but that’s easily fixed 
by bending the outside edge up and filing 
teeth into it. Why doesn’t the factory do it 
for us? 

Sitting on an MI will bring mixed reac- 
lions. The seat height is 36.9 in.. low for a 
racer with over 12 in. of wheel travel. And 
the front of the bike is high, compared to 
the seat height. This was part of the design 
concept: furnish long travel. keep the seat 
height low. It feels much like Honda’s 
XR500. but more exaggerated. One test 
rider described it as feeling like a Big 
Wheel trike. Older dirt bikes used to feel 
much like the MI. but longer and longer 
suspension travel and high pipe routing 
soon dictated the sit-on-top-of-a-sawhorse 
feel most motocrossers now have. The MI 
is also wider than the Magnum. The more 
radical shock placement has moved the top 
shock mount farther forward and in- 
creased the width enough to rub the rider's 
legs. To keep seat height down with the 
long travel suspension meant building a 
shallower frame. Now that the bottom of 
the frame is higher. the pegs have been 
moved lower so the peg-to-seat relation- 
ship stays the same. The result feels strange 
to riders used to previous Maicos. These 
positions could be altered by raising the 
pegs and installing lower bars. but most 
riders adapted to the stock location after a 
few hours riding time. 

Our first ride was disappointing. The 
bike started first kick but didn't have the 
power most modern 250s have. It was rich 
on the low end so we tinkered with the 
jetting. 

The pilot jet size was dropped drastically 
before the machine would run cleanly 
down low but power still seemed soft. Also. 
the front brake felt like someone had 
greased it and the forks would hydraulic 
lock (caused by slow movement of oil) 
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Rear axle has a pull bar and wheel adjust- 
mentis easy with the new push-pull adjuster. 
Brake backing plate isn’t a full floater, but 
doesn't chatter. Metzeler tires are mounted 
to gold colored Akront rims. 


d 








Forks have 42mm diameter stanchion tubes 
and 12.2 in. of travel. Sliders have an ex- 
tended top allowing 8.5 in. of engagement. 
Brake backing plate has been moved to the 
left side. Front fender is louvered so air can 
pass to engine. 





Triple clamps are aluminum and the lower one is stepped to allow increased engagement at 
the top of the slider. Bars are rubber mounted. Megaform frame backbone spreads shock 


loads. 


when rain ruts were crossed. 

Changing the fork oil from 10% to 5w 
cured the hydraulicing but the front brake 
and lack of horsepower wasn't as easy. We 
decided to race the bike anyway. hoping 
the brake would seat and that we had 
misinterpreted the power output. A pro 
race at Corona Raceway proved the Maico 
slow. even slower than we had thought. We 
gave the distributors the sad news. They 
recommended we return the bike and let 
them check it over. Maico's service man- 


ager rode the bike and said the carburetor 
didn't seem right. He took a new carbure- 
tor off the shelf and replaced the original. 
It was exactly the same size (40 mm) and 
model but cured the lack of horsepower. 
The front brake hub was checked and 
found to be out of round. it was also 
replaced. 

Next time out the bike was completely 
different. It had competitive power and 
brakes. We again entered the pro class at 
Corona. Two second places for the evening 


Engine is compact and light. Carburetor is a 40mm center float Bing. Shift lever has a folding 





tip. Footpegs are mounted low on frame. 


— 


Rear frame loop has been eliminated in favor of a flat steel strap. Rear fender is good quality 


and solidly mounted. Silencer is repackable. 


were good enough for first overall. 

The MI retains legendary Maico han- 
dling but doesn't feel anything like the 
Magnums. The front wheel is easily lifted 
and sometimes comes up during hard ac- 
celeration. Straight line handling is stead- 
ier and it corners even better than before. 
The 42mm forks and 2? steeper rake angle 
make the steering feel power assisted. The 
heavy steering and front wheel handling 
trait have given way to a more balanced 
front and rear type control. Fork com- 





Air cleaner is large and easy to change once the seat is removed. 





pliance is extremely good and bottoming 
isn't noticed. The super strong triple 
clamps and hefty forks provide almost 
telepathic steering precision. 
Unfortunately. the rear shocks aren't as 
good as the rest of the package. Rebound 
damping is too heavy and they return 
slowly. They work fine in big rollers and off 
jumps but a series of tightly spaced bumps 
confuse them and thev won't react fast 
enough. They get better with use but no 
one will mistake them for Ohlins or Works. 





Intake and exhaust ports are bridged. Intake 
has a loop port, fed by the hole in the back of 
the piston. 


Past Maicos have felt like an extension 
of the rider: so does the new one. Nothing 
flexes or fights back. the rider has control 
and the bike leans. turns. dodges. jumps or 
goes straight on command. It never acts 
like it has a mind of its own and falling in a 
corner is nearly impossible. Off camber 
corners are as easy as banked ones: the 
rider, not the bike, chooses the line. Forget 
about being stuck in the blue groove be- 
hind a lapped rider. just drive around him. 
Any line is a good line on an M1. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 
List priee ............... $2416 
Fork travel .............. 12.2 in. 


Fork stanchion 
tube diameter ....42mm 


Rear wheel travel ....12.0 in. 





MAICO MI 250 


Swing arm 
material .... chrome-moly 


steel 
Starter primary kick 


Air filtration oiled foam 


chrome- 
moly steel 


Frame material 


DIMENSIONS 


Wheelbase 
Seat height 36.9 in. 
Seat Width: s се 6.2 in. 


Seat length 22.5 in. 


Seat front to steering 


stem center ........ 12.0 in. 
Handlebar width ....33.4 in. 


Gas tank filler 


hole size....... 


—Á 1.9 in. 


Ground clearance ..13.2 in. 


Footpeg height ...... 15.9 in. | Fork rake angle ............ 28° 

Footpeg to Тары ш na 
seattop = 216 in. Test weight w/half 

Footpeg to shift tank fuel 22... 225 Ib 
lever center .......... 6.4 in. н . 

Weight bias, front/ 

Footpeg to brake rear percent ....46.3/53.7 
pedal center .......... 5:5 in; 

Swing arm length ..20.5 in. 


Swing arm pivot 
to drive sprocket 


center mm 2-5: i: 








Frant LEO ac et es 3.00-21 
Metzeler 
Rear ШӨ аса аы 4.50-18 
Metzeler 
Engine ....two-stroke Single 
Bore x stroke ....67 x 70mm 
Piston 
displacement ........ 247сс 
Compression ratio ...... 12:1 
Claimed power................ na 
Claimed torque .............. na 


Carburetion ...... 40mm Bing 


Ignition ........ Moto Plat CDI 

Lubrication 
SV SLC ее premix 
Primary drive .......... double 
row chain 


Gear ratios, overall:1 


SU RR 9.11 

ELI: Motoren t cm e 10.96 

SNe атш ы ылы: 13.13 

A O e RET RD 16.41 

jm 20.51 
Oil capacity .............. „2 pt 
Fuel capacity .......... 2.5 gal. 
Fuel tank 

material ................ plastic 





Carburetor view of the intake tract. Loop 
port protrudes into track. 
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Jumps. Jumps have to be experienced to 
fullv be believed. The bike stays straight. 
doesn't try to dive. loop or turn. And the 
landings are like falling on a stack of foam 
rubber. onlv better because the bike 
doesn't rebound back from the impact. 
When a tight turn follows a jump—you 
know the kind. it requires a front wheel 
landing to make at speed—the Maico MI 
excells. The robust forks and solid.frame 
don't flex. making these maneuvers child's 
play. The same applies to big rollers: the 
far side can be smashed into with the front 


wheel knowing the bike won't twist itself 


into a tank slapper. 

We found first and second gear starts 
were best with the 250. If the track is wet 
and prepped. first gear is best: if it is dry 
and slippery. second will do the job better. 
Power is strong and it will stay with Can- 
Ams and the new Yamaha YZ-G in the 


straights. Its about the same speed off the 
line but the Maico rider has an advantage 
due to the superb shifting. Forget about 
the clutch. it isn't needed. Just peg the 
throttle and upshift the lever. Shifts are 
rapid enough to sound like an automatic 
transmission to an observer. Horsepower is 
delivered smoothly and the power band is 
wide. The engine doesn't vibrate and the 
five transmission gears are properly spaced 
for the engine's torque curve. 

A 1980 Maico MI 250 retails for $2416. 
That makes it the highest priced 250cc 
motocrosser tested to date. 

Is it worth the price? We think so. The 
MI will instill confidence in a rider that is 
unobtainable on another make. It will 
settle the novice and sharpen the expert. 
And it won't burden the rider with corner- 
ing techniques. all he'll have to do is steer 
the bike through any line he chooses. El 


New Harley-Davidson leathers. 
The only thing we couldn’t make soft 
diè j Was the zipper. 


Harley-Davidson® designs some of the finest 
leathers you can buy. But now, on top of our great 
styling, our superb detailing and our top grain 
leathers comes a real breakthrough: Softness. 

The new Harley-Davidson soft leathers. Created 
for anyone who rides. And anyone who just 

wants to look good. 

This new collection of matching men's 

and ladies’ leathers is buttery soft to 

the touch. And totally flattering to 
the figure. Especially to your 
lady's. 

But we put 
plenty of biker 

in these all black 

jackets. There's a wind flap. Black 
zippered exterior pockets. Easy to reach 
inside pockets. And adjustable 
snap-back collars. 

Still, softness is what this line 
is all about. Try as we might 
though, we couldn't do 
anything about the 
zipper. But we're 
working on it. 









































The Ruff-n-Ready jacket, 
| a super-belted look. 
Et There's fermer hg 


e. N tailoring for bot 
МҸ of you. Double- 


front zippers for 
a body-hugging 
fit. Air-tight 


sleeve closures. 
Padded waist 
and shoulders. 






The Patrol jacket. Stylish, functional, 
totally up to date. Sizes for a man 
and his lady. With a smart, offset 
"^ main zipper. Expanding side gussets. 
/,~Action Back, 
There's also our new Co-Captain jacket 
for ladies. Same soft leather. With four 
front pockets, knit cuffs and waistband. 
And, get yourself into our matching soft 
leather professional pants. Tailored for 
each of you. With velcro leg closures. 
Leather belt. Three pockets. And 
nylon lining. 

See all these great new soft leather 
styles. Only at your Harley-Davidson 
dealer. When it comes to leathers, he's a 

very soft touch. 





Harley-Davidson 


Pick up a complete Parts and Accessories catalog at your local Harley-Davidson dealer. 
We support the Motorcycle Safety Foundation and the A.M.A. Always ride with lights and a helmet. 


ation 
^ 





Leave it to Suzuki to make a classic bike even classier. 

Take the engine, for example. Our new GS-750E uses a unique 16-valve 
head 4-stroke with a patented TSCC design. 

What's TSCC? Well, it's engineer talk for Twin Swirl Combustion Chamber. 
In everyday talk, it means fuel is burned quicker and more efficiently. 

Result: This advanced engine produces more power than conventional 
4-stroke mills. Bar none. 

Of course, there's more to this bike than a hot new engine. Triple disc 
brakes are slotted. Ignition is transistorized. Carbs are constant velocity. And 
Steering utilizes tapered roller bearings. 

Want more? Ok, it also comes with a custom saddle, Halogen headlight, 
high-performance tires, and the sweetest handling suspension in its class. 

Also, like all 1980 GS models, our new 750 is backed by a 12-month 
unlimited mileage warranty* 


That's pretty classy in itself. SUZUKI Ere 
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The Performer. 


"brochüre for details. This warranty furnished only in the 48 contiguous United States and Alaska. 


















Always wear a helmet and eye protection. 


1,2,3,4.17 reliable and power- 
ful 249cc four-stroke single has a 

balancer for smooth running and rc 
B. Playing in the dirt with 


- longer life. Capacitor discharge 
ignition (C.D.L) provides a hot, - I pp К Yamaha's exclusive, adjustable 
efficient spark under any | "v p LINI Monoshock is more fun because 


conditions. it works harder than any other 


system to give you good traction. 


INTRODUCING THE FIRST 
250cc FIVE STROKES. 


Yamaha's new XT250 and осу. Like long-travel leading- instrumentation and lighting. 
TT250 give you four-stroke axle front forks. Andastrong, Including rubber-mounted 
power with ап extra stroke of light, tubular-steel motocross turn signals. 


SSH 
Г s 


genius: our exclusive Мопо- frame that offers the lowest Our new four-stroke XT250 
shock rear suspension system. seat height in its class. or T T250 with Monoshock. 
The Monshock is race- The dual-purpose XT250 Five good reasons to have fun 


track bred to be the most effi- comes with full, street-legal on a Yamaha. 
cient and adjustable suspension " Y» : Б 
yet devised. It’s easily tunable : 6-3 
to suit different riders and 4 
different terrain. 

The XT and TT250 are 
powered by rugged, reliable 
torque-churning four-stroke 
singles — a tried-and-true 
design that’s all play and low 
maintenance. 

The classic engine design 
is surrounded by Yamaha's 
leading-edge dirt bike technol- 





| YAMAHA 


When you know how they ve built. 










his year. for the first time, the AMA 

will allow 1025cc four-stroke race- 

bikes to challenge 500 and 750cc 
two-strokes in Winston Pro Series road 
race main events. 

A lot of people, including track owners, 
race promoters and PR men have been 
calling these four-strokes Superbikes. They 
aren’t Superbikes as we know them. They 
couldn’t be run in the Superbike Produc- 
tion events held as a side show to Winston 
Pro nationals. These bikes are racers built 
for racing, generally using an extremely 
modified production engine in a racing 
frame with racing brakes and racing wheels 
and exotic metals, made possible by a 
whole bunch of money. 

We showed you some of the serious 
four-stroke racers in our February issue, 
racers unlike anything seen on American 
tracks in recent times. But seeing, watch- 
ing. describing isn't as good as actually 
riding and experiencing a motorcycle. 

Overwhelming. Incredible. Beyond the 
imagination. Those words could describe 
how I felt after riding a Yoshimura Suzuki, 
several Moriwaki Kawasakis and a Honda 
RS1000 in Japan. 

But first, those words must be used to 
describe the very idea of traveling to Japan 
before Daytona and riding racebikes des- 
tined for that 200-mile confrontation be- 
tween 750 and 500cc two-strokes and these 
1000cc four-strokes. 

The companies involved are serious. 
They have spent baskets of money and 
truckloads of time developing these ma- 
chines. To be an American journalist and 
club racer and to walk into the midst of 


Japanese factory cubic money racing 
efforts, to actually talk to the men who 
designed and built the bikes. to ride the 
machines on the racetrack—all before their 
Daytona debut—was enough to put my 
mind into overload mode. 

I walk into this dream in a trance of 
asking questions, taking notes, probing for 
methods and reasons. And when the real- 
ity of what is happening sets in. some sort 
of autopilot keeps the mind and body 
saying and doing the close-to-right things 
as my inner self worries about wadding up 
aone-and-only hand-built racebike before 
it ever has a chance to see America. 


RIDING THE RACERS 








The formalities are over. Pops Yoshi- 
mura (who had made it all possible by 
recommending me to Suzuki, by inviting 
me to the race where I had met the right 
Honda men months earlier, by introducing 
me to Moriwaki) has told every worried 
Suzuki executive in sight “It’s okay. At 
Ontario John Ulrich go 2:10 on my super- 
bike. He is very good rider.” 

The engine is warm. Suddenly, 1 am on 
the first of the machines I will ride, and it is 
okay. The dreamlike-trance vanishes. This 
is it. It may be Japan, but a racetrack is a 
racetrack. All those AFM races haven’t 
been in vain... > 


When the Monster Daytona Four-Strokes Went Pre-Race 
Testing, Our Brave (But Not Foolish) Reporter Was There 


by John Ulrich 





Photos by Masao Suzuki 
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As Beautiful Yet Tacky As Only A 
Yoshimura Race Bike Can Be. 













Bee tarts бес 


Үоѕһітига'ѕ Daytona Suzuki: short, light, fast. Note route and height of top frame tube апа 
bracing underneath aluminum swing arm. 





Yoshimura Suzuki uses mostly familiar Superbike engine, all-new chassis. Fitting on rear of 
fork leg is part of anti-dive system, which blocks a compression damping oil passageway 
when the brakes are applied. 








he track is Suzuki's test facility near 

Hamamatsu. a twisty, 4-mile serpent 

named Ryuyo. The bike, built by 
Pops Yoshimura with help from the Suzuki 
factory, snarls like a superbike from under- 
neath the clothes of an RG. 

The engine is standard Yoshimura on 
the inside, based on the GS1000, displac- 
ing 1023cc with a modified eight-valve 
GS1000 head. But the roller bearing 
crankshaft is пем, with full-circle counter- 
weights instead of the pork-chop-shape 
counterweights found on the standard 
GS1000 Suzuki. The bearing cages are of a 
different design than stock, and while still 
made of sheet metal, have a new heat 
treating for more strength and are plated 
with silver to reduce friction. The full- 
circle-counterweight crankshaft provides 
better engine balance than the standard 
design crank, damping torsional vibration 
and avoiding harmonics which could cause 
the crankshaft to break. In combination 
with the improved bearing cages, the new 
crankshaft allows the Suzuki engine to run 
safely to 11,500 rpm instead of the 10,500 
redline previously used by the Yoshimuras. 
(Yoshimura plans to sell racing crankshafts 
like this one later in the year, but the one in 
this bike is the prototype. built of parts 
carved out of billet by a team of 
machinists). 

Working with Suzuki Motor Co. frame 
designer Manabu Suzuki (no relationship 
to the founder of the company), Pops and 
crew have gone through five different 
frames since the 1979 Suzuka Eight Hours 
Endurance Race. The bike’s frame is a 
little shorter than the Suzuka race bike, 
giving the latest version a wheelbase of 
about 55 in. (a stock GS1000 has a wheel- 
base of 58.7 in.) Head angle is 26°, trail 4.3 
in. Frame configuration is similar to that of 
the RG500 and RG650 Grand Prix ma- 
chines, but all new geometry must be used 
to accommodate the taller, heavier, four- 
stroke engine. 

The aluminum gas tank looks similar to 
an RG tank, but because the frame top 
tubes are so much higher (due to the taller 
engine) in relationship to the ground, the 
tank must be thinner to avoid hitting the 
rider’s chest and getting in the way when 
the rider is tucked in. 


continued on page 142 





Look at the rear brake caliper mount and stay arm. All the parts Everything that can be drilled is drilled. Check out the sprocket, 
are hand made from aluminum. Don't miss the rear brake lever. axle locator plate, lower shock mount. 
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FREE 


Purchase one of our helmets and this 
cap is our gift to you... FREE. 


PLUS 


With each helmet purchase you will 
receive a coupon entitling you to 
purchase one of these superb, $49.95 
quilt-lined, insulated touring jackets 
for only $24.95. 


Offer expires June 30, 1980 


манма Counc 
D Mo, 


ARTHUR FULMER 


260 Monroe Ave., P.O. Box 177, Memphis, TN 38101 


If helmets, caps and jackets are not available through 
your local dealer, order direct from Arthur Fulmer, 
Memphis, Tenn. As shown, AF 50 Falcon $94.95; AF 
40 Falcon $69.95. 








AND HOWL IN THE D. 


Six daysa week, you 've got a nice, quiet, street- “minutes to get loose, you're having a ball. Up on 
legal motorcycle. You take it darn near everywhere. | the pegs. Screaming through the rough stuff. On 
And then it’s Sunday. the gas. Maybe even passing a dirt guy or two. 
You're out for a cruise on a winding country And giving him a shot of your horn and turn signals 
road. Just humming along. Then you come around just to rub it in. 
a turn and you see it. A motorcycle park. With at Sound like some kind of complete fantasy? 
least a dozen dirt bikes and acres and acres of Well, not if youre on a Honda XL. Because Honda 
trails. Everybody's attacking them full-on with their doesn't build a dual-purpose bike by throwing two 
hot little two-stroke machines. half-purpose bikes together. Instead, Honda designs 
And there a machine that's 


all business in 
the dirt. And 

then makes it 
nice and easy 


you sit. With 
your boots, your 
gloves, your gog- 
gles and your 
helmet on. So in for the street. 


you go. And after ' Take a look 














IRT, 


That four-stroke engine gives you the kind of оп the street, grabby in the dirt dual-purpose tires. 

powerband most two-stroke guys would give their There's more; lots more. Completely street- 

sprocket teeth for. legal lighting. A long, plush seat with plenty of 
Then check out the XL250S and XL500S. passenger room on the two larger bikes. 

A pair of powerhouse, four-stroke, four-valve singles, A USDA-approved spark arrestor. 

complete with Pentroof™ combustion chambers The speedometer even comes with an 

and vibration-reducing counterbalancers. The enduro-style tripmeter. Because once you get one 

XL250S pulls so hard you just might think it's a of these bright red machines off the road, we think 

400. And the XL500S? It's the most powerful you'll have the competition singing another tune. 

dual-purpose machine in the world. Period. Yours. 


All three are light enough to be 100% serious 
in the rough stuff. And each one gives you 
the kind of suspension that used to come 
only on radical motocross machines— 
lay-down, inverted, gas-charged rear 
shocks. Long-travel, leading axle front 
forks. And Honda's exclusive smooth 










FOLLOW THE LEADER. 











*Mileage figures based on EPA testing, for city riding. Your mileage may vary depending on the way you ride. 
_ Rear-view mirror(s) standard equipment. Always wear a helmet and eye protection. ' 






























Our 1980 XS400 Special | 
could easily be mistaken for one 
of our larger Specials. Not sur- 
prising, since the only real differ- 
ence is its size. 

The Х5400 is smaller. Which 
certainly has some advantages. 
Like maneuverability. It’s light- 
weight, agile and exceptionally 
stable. 

Gas mileage is phenomenal. 
Over 60 miles per gallon* 

And to prove that mid-size 
doesn’t have to mean mid- per- 
formance, the 4005s tried- and- 
true 391сс, SOHC, four- stroke 
engine is more than generous 
with power. While a six-speed, 
constant-mesh transmission 
doles out the power precisely as 
you need it. 

Like the bigger Specials, the 
XS400 sports all the design and 
engineering extras considered 





| this beautiful 4, 


standard on а Special: sleek, 
tapered megaphone pipes. А. 
hefty 16-inch rear tire, and ‹ one- 
piece cast alloy wheels. - e 

This years ingeniously rede- 
signed frame and seat mounting 
system integrates the stepped 
seat with the frame. It also sub 
stantially lowers the seat height 
so you get that feet-on-the- . 
ground stability. - 

The graceful, pullback | i 
handlebars work in combina 2. 
with the lowered seattogive || 
you а тоге comfortable feeling | 
of riding in the machine instead. | 
of on it. 

The finishing touchin | 
Specials styling is the new, cast 
alloy grab rail. It serves an 
aesthetic as well as practical ^. 
function by incorporating the ^. 
taillight into the bike’stail — 
configuration. o 

Put it all together and you've | _ 
got the Х5400 Special. Ce 

Big-bike styling. Big bike | 
performance. Mid-sizeprice. — 
That's the special petu | 
































Your Engine’s Life 
Depends On It. 





KAL-GARD announces a truly 
remarkable achievement in motorcycle 
engine lubrication- ENGINE GARD. 
When added to your bike’s crankcase 
and transmission, ENGINE GARD 
coats every moving part with molyb- 
denum disulphide (moly), a high tech- 
nology lubricant that drastically reduces 
friction and will withstand loads in 
excess of 350,000 psi without breaking 
down. The result is a reduction in en- 
gine temperature, a slight increase in 
usable horsepower and a dramatic in- 





ГА 
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crease in the life of your engine. 

ENGINE GARD is especially valu- 
able for heavy-duty touring or compe- 
tition use where engine temperatures 
are high, reliability critical, and repairs 
expensive. 

The addition of ENGINE GARD 
with each oil change will give you the 
assurance of the ultimate in lubrication 
and the knowledge that you won’t be 
seeing your favorite mechanic quite so 
often. Get some today. 


а а аана diaconi demie eclesie те | 


Send me 





Тһе KAL-GARD STARTER KIT includes a 502. сап of CHAI 
KOTE, 16 oz. can of PP/CC, one pint of new SMOOTH STROBES 
Fork Oil and new ENGINE GARD in a 6 oz. bottle. 


KAL-GARD Starter Kits at $15.50 each plus 


$3.00 shipping and handling. SMOOTH STROKE Fork Oil weight 
SAE 05 ПІ I 
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RIDING THE 
RACERS 


continued from page 136 

Engine mounts are aluminum. Several 
sets of mounts allow mechanics to move 
the engine position in the frame. In prac- 
tice, Yoshimura mechanics set up the bike 
with a weight distribution of 52 percent on 
the front and 48 percent on the rear for 
Wes Cooley, then found that Graeme 
Crosby liked the handling better with the 
engine location and weight distribution 
changed. 

The frame is made of chrome-moly steel 
and weighs 31 lb., but weight-saving mate- 
rials are the rule everywhere else. Magne- 
sium is used for the engine cam cover, 
clutch cover, countershaft cover, alternator 
cover and ignition cover. All fasteners are 
drilled titanium, and the RG-style fairing, 
aerodynamic front fender and seat are 
made of lightweight carbon fiber. Parts 
made of carbon fiber can be thinner and 
lighter than similar parts made of 
fiberglass, while being just as strong. 

All together, Pops says that the bike 
weighs 348 lb. ready to race. 

The swing arm is rectangular cross-sec- 
tion aluminum, with an extensive square- 
cross-section. subframe. (Testing showed 
that the bike wobbled without the sub- 
frame bracing.) The swing arm pivots on 
standard GS1000 needle roller bearings, 
and side thrust is adjusted with shims. 
Chain adjustment is taken care of by 
blocks in the ends of the individual arms. 

Suspension is Kayaba, built especially 
for this motorcycle. The nitrogen-charged, 
remote-reservoir shocks are 13.6 in. long. 
The air-assisted forks have 40mm stan- 
chion tubes (compared to 37mm on the 
stock GS1000 and Yoshimura Superbike 
Production machines) and are shorter than 
standard GS1000 forks. Triple clamps are 
machined out of solid aluminum. Rear 
wheel travel is 5.7 in., front wheel travel 5.1 
in. 

Those travel measurements sound back- 
wards because most bikes have more travel 
in front, but they are part of a concerted 
effort by the Suzuki factory to control dive 
under braking. The Suzuki is fitted with an 
anti-dive system that works when a 
plunger activated by applying the brakes 
blocks off a compression damping pas- 
sageway routed through a fitting on the 
outside of each fork slider. That slows 
down fork compression and avoids the 
rapid dive normally associated with very 
hard braking. Rebound damping is un- 
affected by the system. 

Making the system work required new, 
larger front brake calipers, calipers deliver- 
ing so much braking power that the pres- 
sure lost in activating the anti-dive system 
isn't significant. (Even without the anti- 
dive system, the bike needed calipers big- 
ger than those used on an RG, simply 
because it weighs more than ап RG.) > 








RIDING THE 
RACERS 





For years, Pops Yoshimura has wanted to 
build a killer four-stroke to beat the TZ two- 
strokes. With Suzuki's help, he may have 
done it. 


In changing the amount of fork dive, the 


anti-dive system limits weight transfer 
from the back to the front and helps keep 
the rear wheel on the ground. When the 
rear wheel stays on the pavement instead 
of hopping into the air under braking, 
maintaining control is easier, allowing the 


rider to brake deeper and harder. In theory, 
it also makes the bike easier to turn, since a 
motorcycle handles better as а two- 
wheeler than it does as a unicycle riding on 
the front wheel only. 

Unsprung weight is kept to a minimum 
and the rear brake is full-floating, again to 
improve control of the rear end while on 
the brakes. The Y-shaped rear caliper 
mount rides on needle bearings and holds 
the caliper above the axle. The tail of the 
hand-shaped-and-polished work of art ex- 
tends below the axle, where it is attached 
to an S-shaped brake stay leading to a 
frame mount above the swing arm. The 
stay is made of several shaped, concave 
pieces of sheet aluminum welded together 
with a hollow center. The workmanship is 
beautiful. 

A standard RG rear caliper and radi- 
ally-drilled disc is used in the rear. Slots in 
the rear disc—as in the front discs—remove 
glaze built upon the pads from repeated 
heavy braking. 

Wheels, front and rear, are Dimag mag- 
nesium. The rear sprocket is shock 
mounted to prevent hub damage. 

The bike is beautiful, yet tacky, as only a 
Yoshimura racer—dedicated to function 
alone—can be. 

But, in racing, only function counts. 

* * * 

Just like Graeme Crosby told me, the 
seating position is very low. The controls 
are drilled for lightness. Yoshimura me- 
chanics try one shift lever after another 





from a large assortment, trying to find one 
to fit my foot perfectly. As they do, I grab 
the bars and look around inside the fairing 
nose. The tach is redlined at 10,500. To 
clear the fairing and avoid crash damage, 
the front brake fluid reservoir is hose- 
clamped to the left upper fork tube, with a 
remote line leading to the master cylinder 
on the right clip-on. 

Controls adjusted. Because rearsets are 
used with the shift lever reversed on its 
shaft, the shift pattern is up for low, down 
for go. (One up, four down.) A mechanic 
pushes. I stand on the pegs, sit down hard 
on the seat and let out the clutch. The 
engine fires, I pull in the clutch, slipping to 
get underway. With the clutch finally out 
again and the engine running at about 
5000 rpm in first, I grab a handful of 
throttle and instantly see only sky through 
the bubble—wheelie. Second. Third. 
Fourth. Into the first turn, a fast right hand 
sweeper. 

First tight turn, a decreasing right 
hander with a deceptive entrance. On the 
brakes, the bike feels funny, alien. Hard to 
move around on. Seat seems too wide, 
making it difficult to slide around and 
hang off. Mental note: Could be trouble. 

Then, a left leading onto straight, a 
series of very fast esses followed by slower 
esses, followed by a hairpin and a long, 
long blast down an endless straightaway. 

I can't believe it. This thing is light. Even 
with clip-ons, the amount of effort needed 
to change direction is nothing. > 


Another Vintage Year 


Great saddles... 


molded Polyurethane foam seats 
give maximum comfort 
for touring 

or pleasure 


“stitching offer < 
styling and ста йе М 
manship that you'll : aN 
be proud to own. 


See your dealer or for free illustrated PA м 
“send us make, feats and year of your bike. | P | 
` 40 Maple Street e E Sense 06072: e. 90 749-2238: 
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like fine wines, 
evolve from one source. 


Truly memorable wines have their beginnings firmly rooted in the 
ground. We build motorcycle saddles the same way . . . from 
the ground up. Corbin-Gentry's steel base plates have 
become the industry standard. They are designed, 
engineered, and manufactured in-plant to insure 

quality construction. Our high density, 
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9% The KZ-1000 Superbike Pipe is the first ina 

ni series of systems being developed by Bassani. 

Superbike Pipes for Suzuki, Honda and 

go ot Уа Yamaha % wn be available soon. 


rand r ў 
Goin" $^" Now you have your choice of two 
[99-0 thre line exhaust systems for your 


machine ... the ee chromed 


Reg Pridmore, aboard his Vetter KZ-1000 Bassani Quiet System. . 
whipped a tough field of competitors to take ы 
the 1978 AMA Superbike Production 

Roadracing Championship. 

And what gave him 

that “extra” edge? > 

A super-trick 


4-into-1 | 
кошы Ф 


or the gutsy Superbike Pipe 
in competition black (chrome 
available by special order). 


Remember, look for the name Bassani 


system designed and built by Bassani. 


Now this isn’t one of your street variety 
chrome exhaust sets, but a true, all out 
production racer extractor system that will „шышы nS Ша j 
turn your knuckles white. It pumps up a Quality and Performance without Compromise 
whopping 2276-2576 power increase over For complete technical information on 
stock machines and delivers a dramatic, Bassani two and four stroke systems, 
deep (louder than stock) exhaust note. send $1.00. 


* Coming to the race on your touring machine or going down the straightaway in Superbike competition. 


As shown above KZ1000 4 Into 1, 3 
Chrome $190.00. New KZ1000 Superbike Bassa Y 2I. 
Pipe Finished in Plasma Coated Aluminum Manulacturing 
$210.00. At Better Dealers Everywhere or: 3726 E. Miraloma, Dept. B30 
Anaheim, CA 92806 
(714) 630-1821 
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Prices are retail and subject to change without notice. 


Race Track Developed and Performance Proven! 


IF you are the kind of rider who DEMANDS Mere 
handling under all types of road conditions. . 


IF you are the kind of rider who knows What 
performance street riding really means. . 


Then you need S&UJ Street Stroker 


STREET STROKER shocks provide you with suspension that was 
developed by 56Ш for racers like Reg Pridmore and Harry 
Klinzman. STREET STROKER shocks give you suspension 
that has freon gas cell bodies and road race valving 

that is blended with a dual spring design. 


And STREET STROKER shocks look good. 
Available in your choice of chrome 
($115.95 a pair) or black ($99.95 a 

pair) and with either black springs 
($34.95 a pair) or chrome springs 
($39.95 a pair).To insure a precise 


fit and the proper spring comb- 

ination, see your local SsUJ 

Suspension €xpert, he will 
have all the facts. 


Engineered Products 
2617 W. Woodland Dr. 
Anaheim, CA 92801 U.S.A. 
(714) 527-1641 





Superbikes are at least twice as hard to 
ride as this racing motorcycle. A street- 
bike-made-racer fights the intent of the 
rider at speed. This real racebike doesn't. 

Powerband: Wide as ever. Don't want to 
worry about slipping and sliding exiting a 
turn? Shift up once, torque your way out. 
Gas consumption goes down, tires last 
longer and lap times stay about the same. 

But the feeling in the esses is what is 
worth it all. So light. What line do you 
want? Take it. 

On the straight, fifth gear. 10.200 rpm. 
Later. Pops will tell. me that 10.200 rpm 
equals 175 mph. Behind the fairing, every- 
thing is calm, the wind isn't trying to tear 
my head off, and heat from the engine 
flows up the inside of the fairing at the end 
of the straight, taking the chill off the crisp 
ocean air of Ryuyo. 

Brakes. Nothing I ever rode before had 
any. Obviously. This thing stops RIGHT 
NOW. Little pressure, lots of action. But it 
still feels strange. The anti-dive works. 
Instead of the front end slamming down at 
the turn entrance, the whole bike just 
settles. I think it makes the bike harder to 
turn, understeering, then I realize that the 
different, strange feeling of hauling down 
from 150 or so into this decreasing radius. 
first-gear corner without fork dive has my 
senses confused. If somebody was used to 
it, and adapted well, this anti-dive could 
make a really big difference. A positive 
difference. Maybe а race-winning 
difference. 

The sweeper. Brakes. Right-hander. Too 
deep. Too late. Radius change. Track edge. 
Panic. Set the bike upright. Still on brakes. 
Off track. Grass. Mud. Tires. Wall. Not 
enough runoff. Turn or hit tires and wall. 
Can't. 

Pops will kill me. 

I'm down. 

Curses. Screams. Visions of a telex sent 
back to the magazine offices: "Arrived 
Japan. crashed the only Suzuki four-stroke 
racebike in existence. Will proceed to sab- 
otage other teams as well. Ulrich." 

The bike had finally tipped over at about 
5 mph. the only perceptible damage being 
a broken fairing bubble and a flattened 
exhaust pipe. Pops isn't furious. but rather 
relieved that I wasn't hurt. The embarrass- 
ment of crashing this bike at this place in 
front of these people is something no man 
should have to experience. 

“Your bike doesn't handle very well in 
mud with those slicks,” I tell Pops. “You 
need knobbies." 

He laughs. 

Seeing my nervousness, an important 
man from Suzuki tells me not to worry. 
"No one here will tell anyone that you 
crashed," he says. 

But in the strange way of the racing 
grapevine, by the time I return home peo- 
ple will have already started calling to see 
how I survived my rumored 150 mph 
throw-away of Suzuki's Daytona bike. > 








GOOD NEWS 
FOR BIKERS. 


The Sears DieHard® Motor- 
cycle battery. 


Its name tells you what 
to expect. 


Cold cranking power. 
Reserve capacity. 
Vibration resistance. 


The motorcycle DieHard 
can deliver on all of them. 


Otherwise it wouldn't be 
a DieHard. 


At Sears Tire and Auto 
Centers. Or through 
the Catalog. 


Апа long storage life. 


Where America shops 
for Value 


ж 





© Sears, Roebuck and Со.. 1980 














TANK BAGS by HARRO 


Made in Germany for commuting & touring. 
A strong weather resistant bag with expand- TRAIL 

able storage compartments & map pocket. COMPETITION 
Different sizes to fit a// motorcycles. АЛГО; 
Free catalog. 1 


.C.W. Quality Motorcycle Accessories 
385 Eighth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
California Residents call 415-863-8884 
Outside California call 800-227-3670 


STREET 
CRUISING 
HILL PULLING 
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£ HONDA -YAMAHA - KAWASAKI — SUZUKI 
E FOUR STROKES 


HIGH PERFORMANCE FOUR 
STROKE SPECIALISTS 
E SINCE 1964 
B Send $3 incluc bus vour 
B make. model. and 
E vear. for our 
E Performance Fact 
Book Cate = 
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We encourage Canadian direct sales CW. 
Call or write us for your needs 
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uzuka City is 125 miles south of 
 ——————dá c——— '  PÓRUÓL—— — антын Ф? Hamamatsu. It's а new day, a new 
ө ө lace, and another bike. 

One Difference Is, When A Rider Says The j Mamoru Moriwaki says he likes the 
о ө 9 ө ° Kawasaki engine because it is so stron 
Bike Is Doing This Or That, Moriwaki Puts that it can be modifed to produce a lot a 

= ы 5 power without needing special crankshafts 
On His Leathers And Tries it Himself. and clutch hubs and connecting rods. It 
isn’t as expensive to modify as a Suzuki or 
Honda engine. and in the case of Mor- 
iwaki, that's an important consideration. 
While Moriwaki has limited ties to the 
Kawasaki factory. he is in essence a pri- 
vateer. His racing parts and service busi- 
ness is thriving in spite of the fact that 
Moriwaki and his father-in-law, Pops 
Yoshimura, recently ended their associa- 
tion as business partners. (Moriwaki de- 
signed and manufactured some of the 
Kawasaki parts formerly sold by Yoshi- 
mura as Yoshimura parts). The achieve- 
n ШЫМ ments of New Zealander Graeme Crosby 
[A E 2 in European F-1 events brought the spot- 














EE жақы Lew light to Moriwaki. and his bikes are very 
MORIWAE], ou ж competitive. 
> wA Like the Yoshimuras, Moriwaki has 
ч been continually developing his machine 
since the 1979 Suzuka Eight-Hours race. 
One difference is that when a rider tells 
Moriwaki that the bike is doing this or that, 
Moriwaki puts on his leathers and tries the 
i А à motorcycle himself. He hasn't set any lap 
Moriwaki builds the frame, fiberglass parts, aluminum tank, controls, engine parts. Suspen- records recently. but did hold a class lap 
Sion is Kayaba; brakes are Lockheed. record at one Japanese track in the early 









recording device called a 
pyrometer (illustrated left). 
This equipment allows our en- 
еен to measure actual plug 
iring—tip temperatures under 
different speed and load condi- 
tions in actual track tests con- 
ducted at California’s Ontario 
Motor Speedway. This data 
| insures us that our heat range 

The Champion spark plugs that recommendations are exactly 
Yamaha specifies as original right for every Champion- 
equipment in four of its fantas- powered Yamaha. 
tic TZ Series road bikes, are put We must be doing something 
to the test in more ways than very right with our spark plugs 
one. 1978-79 World Road Rac- because most of the world’s 
ing Champion Kenny Roberts top bike racing Champions 
and team Yamaha test our plugs үгіп with Champion. And now, 
out on the racetrack. And in the three out of the top four 

past few years, Kenny, Yamaha Japanese bike makers are 

and Champion have all passed ^ using Champions as original 


ТЗ С Fo SC 27-22 


with flying colors. equipment in many of their 
We use a less spectacular but models. So whether you’re into 
equally important method checkered flags or cold calcu- 
called Heat Range Verification lations, when you need spark 
Testing using specially plugs, go with Champions. The 
designed thermocouple test hottest-selling plug around... 


plugs, and an electronic heat and around... and around. 
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Moriwaki's monster: straightforward and conventional. Fuel filters 
are used during winter practice only. 






Rear brake is thinned, drilled. Brake master 
cylinder has remote reservoir located under- 
neath seat. Plate covers normal location of 
kick starter shaft. 








rigid. 


1970s and definitely still knows his way 
around the pavement well enough to tell 
what a racebike is doing, where it is doing 
it, and ultimately, why it is doing it. Be- 
cause of Moriwaki's direct link from riding 
to building, his latest Kawasaki (which he 
refers to as his "monster") has evolved 
more quickly than the Yoshimura Suzuki. 
Moriwaki has reached about the same 
point as the Yoshimuras have in handling. 


but in two frame design steps instead of 


SIX. 
Moriwaki's bike is straightforward and 
conventional. For example, Moriwaki be- 





Hand-bent chrome-moly frame weighs less than stock and is plenty 


lieves that Suzuki's use of the anti-dive 
system is made necessary because the rear 
suspension of the Suzuki has too much 
travel and too little weight on it, causing 
the rear end to rise too much, too quickly 
when braking for a turn. Excessive weight 
transfer impairs handling since a motorcy- 
cle cannot turn on one wheel (the front 
wheel). Anti-dive can cure that, but since 
in effect the steering head angle does not 
change during pre-turn braking with the 
anti-dive system, putting the bike into the 
turn can be more difficult, Moriwaki says, 

continued on page 152 





You cant buy 
a better plug. 


Champion Spark Plug Company 
Toledo, OH 43661 
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Learn 


Motorcycle Repair 
X TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle 










We welcome your technical questions and comments, and will publish those we think are of 
interest to our readers. Because of the volume of mail received, we cannot return any 
personal replies. Please limit your “Service” letters to technical subjects only, and keep 
them as brief as possible. Send them to: "service," CYCLE WORLD. 1499 Monrovia Ave., 







Newport Beach, Calif. 92663. 
FRONT SHUDDER 


| have a 1979 GS850 Suzuki. It is a 
fantastic bike and handles great. The only 
problem is that at between 32 and 40 mph 
the front end shakes badly. The bike has no 
fairing and is equipped with stock tires. 
The only thing my dealer did was change 
the psi in the front forks. However, this did 
not help. Any suggestions? 

Morris D. Hammack 
Whitehouse, Texas 

Several things can cause a bike to shake 
between 30 and 40 mph, not the least of 
which is a general tendency in many of the 
relativelv wide Japanese Fours to do exactly 
what vou describe. The problem is often 
most noticeable when the rider backs off the 
throttle (slowing down to 35 mph as you 
enter a town, for instance). In the GS850, 
however, front end shake is uncommon and 
indicates that something is probably wrong. 

Your best chance of tracking down the 
problem is to run through the following 
steps and see if you can find any 
irregularities: 

1. Make sure your tire pressure is correct; 
28 front and 32 rear for the 850. An amazing 
number of handling problems begin with the 
assumption that tire pressure is set correctly. 
Also check the tires for out-of-roundness, 
cupping or other odd wear patterns, and 
improperly seated beads. Worn tires are a 
common cause of low-speed shimmy. 

2. Spin the front and rear wheels to check 
for wheel runout; should be no more than 
2mm on the GS. 

3. Check your suspension adjustment to 
ensure that the rear settings for preload/ 
damping are matched to the correct psi in 
the front forks, as recommended in your 
owner's manual. 

4. With the bike on its centerstand and 
someone pushing on the rear seat to raise 
the front tire off the ground, grab the front 
forks near the bottom and try pushing them 
fore and aft, checking for play in the steer- 
ing head bearings. The 850 has tapered 
roller bearings in the steering head, and 
while these are less prone to deflection than 
ball types, it's possible that they haven't 
been torqued properly. If you find any play 
at the bearings, have vour dealer tighten the 
steering head shaft to the correct torque. 

5. Check the bike for wheel alignment. 
On shaft drive bikes alignment problems are 
rare, but the 850 does have an adjustment 
that allows for offset of the swing arm. The 
850 shop manual outlines the swing arm 
alignment procedure. 

If all this fails to eliminate your front end 
shake (we are assuming the bike hasn't been 














































































































Illustration by Aline Patterson 


forward as possible. A high, heavy load on a 


Mechanic 










bent or crashed, of course), U.S. Suzuki 
welcomes a call or a letter to help you 
straighten out the problem. 









LOADING THE KZ400 


I own а 1976 KZ400-D3, and I’m plan- 
ning on touring a little. My problem is how 
to get my bike ready for two riders, tent. 
sleeping bags and change of clothes. Total 
weight is about 340 Ib. Will my shocks and 
forks take it? Can my engine and oil take 
the heat? Also. I need a new exhaust 
system. Should I go headers or stock? Any 
little hints before I go would be well taken. 

Terry Allen 
Leonidas, Mich. 

The KZ400 has a rated load capacity of 
only 265 lb, so 340 Ib. is pushing it a bit. For 
product liability purposes, however, manu- 
facturers often provide conservative figures 
on vehicle loading, which gives you some 
latitude. But going 75 lb. over the limit may 
cause a few problems that demand attention. 

If there is no way to reduce the load by 
lightening up on camping equipment, extra 
clothes, etc., the next best move is to dis- 
tribute the burden carefully. A tank bag will 
hold a surprising amount of gear and re- 
move weight from a luggage rack or sad- 
dlebags—and the already overloaded rear 
suspension and tire. Shifting weight closer 
to the bike's c.g. also improves handling, 
which can deteriorate markedly on an over- 
loaded light/middleweight motorcycle. 
Keep weight at the rear as low and far 














If you like to 
ride a cycle for fun...learn how to fix 


it for profit! Can you imagine a better way to 

earn your living whether you choose to work in 
асусіе shop for someone else or decide to start 

your own cycle repair business? 

Now, thanks to North American, there’s a fast, 
easy way to get training at home in your spare 
time. No need to quit school or your job. Experts 
show you step-by-step everything from minor 
tune-ups to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
... AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 5 million cycles registered 
in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated million 
more dirt bikes. And they all need maintenance. 

Graduation from this course does not insure 
that you will get a job. To find out how our 
graduates have done, send for our job place- 
ment record. And be sure to check on how many 
jobs there are in your area! 






















Su M 
1 T i d to 

Special Cycle Tools and Test Instruments n 
start you fast! Professional tools plus your anie. Amarican 
BUDE i drivers, tim- 

kets, impact screwer 

how to use wrenches, sockets, cre ean gauges, 
Wn lights, electrical. test instruments, COD ns eae 


Is 
auges, degree wheels, 
ancl sats, dial indicators and mice ; 
Lee FE Secus are yours to use Sun ner training 
e "amd yours keep. 17 your асот ENE Send for 
mote i nd o! ) 
motorcycle, mesture — full information. No 
sae r ever! Rush coupon today. 


* You'll Be the Center of 


Attraction in Your Circle of Friends... 

$ Bethe envy of friends & neighbors 

as they flock around to watch you 

tear down and tune-up all kinds 

of motorcycles. And just think of 

the satisfaction in knowing you’ve 

got the best performing bike in 

town. Plus, you can make extra 

dollars fixing motorcycles for 
your friends and neighbors. 


SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION 

Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be among the 
first in your neighborhood to 
cash in on the profits in motor- 
cycle repair. No cost or 
obligation. No salesman 


will call. Mail Coupon Now! 


Roh ЕНІН ын ae | 


Careers by Home-Study 


- NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR I 
1 4500 Campus Dr., Dept. EBO40 Newport Beach, СА 92660 I 
1 Rush FREE color brochure and full information on how |. ! 

can learn Motorcycle Repair for only a few dollars а 1 


j month. Check here for GI or VA D. 
р NAME 


| ADDRESS 
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luggage rack сап rapidly amplify a small 
speed wobble into a genuine tank -slapper, as 
well as making the bike a handful at low 
speeds and on soft road surfaces. 

Shocks will be less a problem than your 
springs, because too low a spring rate will 
allow bottoming on potholes and dips in the 
road. This in turn feeds impact loads into 
the frame and tires. The frame can probably 
take it, but a blown rear tire on a fast 
downhill, two-up, can cause a bad moment 
or two. The 80 Ib./in. stock rear springs 
should be replaced with either 90 or 100 Ib./ 
continued on page 169 






gation . . . now O| 


















AGE —— 














Cu 











IT'S ALL TOGETHER 
LOCKHART'S NEW 600 AUTOMATIC 


This is the new 600 Automatic, the 
first true thermostatic oil cooler sys- 
tem for motorcycles. After ten years 
of field testing and development 
with motorcycles, 
Lockhart has pack- 
aged a fully modulat- 
ing thermostat inside a 
rugged, one piece 
aluminum body. 

The unit is a hybrid 
of touring and racing 
coolers, for peak- 
demand cooling. Both 
internal and external 
passages are filled with tion-resistant structure. 
high performance fin COLD HOT No rivets, solder or 
to maximize cooling Below 140°F Above 165°F welds. The cooling ef- 
efficiency. ficiency is unsurpassed. 
The thermostat is rigidly sealed Only Lockhart could do it. With 
inside the brazed housing. Derived the widest range of motorcycle heat 
from our BP-180 Thermostat, the exchangers available today, it’s only 
element opens fully at 165°F. natural that Lockhart would extend 
guaranteeing against overcooling or the state-of-the-art. 

oil pressure resistance in cold The first and only thermostatic 


motorcycles measure performance in 
ounces and fractions of an inch; the 
600 shares the slim, compact and 
featherweight style of our cooler 
family. There is no 
other cooler anywhere 
to match its lightness, 
efficiency, or aesthetic 
appeal. 
The dip brazed con- 
struction is the key. 
The salt bath tech- 
nique fuses fin, plate 
and housing into one 
indestructible, vibra- 








weather. cooler. The 600 Automatic is avail- 
Lightweight Aircraft Construction able in baked black epoxy or 
is a Lockhart exclusive. Modern chrome. 


1 ШОСИІНАЦЕГ 


OIL COOLER SYSTEMS 


continued from page 149 

and riding the motorcycle may require a 
different technique—braking, then turn- 
ing, versus braking to the apex. 

The Suzuki anti-dive system may work 
eventually, and may work well, Moriwaki 
thinks. But he is also quick to point out 
that it is very difficult for engineers to 
translate rider input into system design. 

Moriwaki builds his own frames out of 
hand-bent chrome-moly steel. in jigs he 
built himself. His Suzuka bike set a new 
lap record for production (engine) based 
machines. But that bike was built with a 
long wheelbase to suit rider Crosby’s stuff- 
and-slide style of riding, where stability 
gained while drifting the rear end is more 
important than a longer wheelbase slow- 
ing down steering. 

Crosby has since joined the Suzuki fae- 
tory race team, and Moriwaki built his 
latest chassis to have perfectly neutral 
steering. Wheelbase of this new machine is 
57.1 in., versus the older bike's 59.1 in. 
Head angle is 28°, trail 3.9 in. 

Moriwaki's frame weighs 26.5 Ib. com- 
pared to a stockers 39.7 lb. The steel 
rectangular-cross-section swing arm 
weighs 8.4 Ib. compared to stock's 8.8 1b., 
and rides on tapered roller bearings. 

Kayaba forks with internal modifica- 
tions and air caps are fitted, while rear 
shocks are racing Kayabas identical to 
those used on Yoshimura Superbikes. Tri- 
ple clamps are off a TZ750 Yamaha. 
Wheels are both 18-in. Dimag magnesium, 
the rear with sprocket shock mounts. 
Brakes are Lockheed calipers and thinned 
KZ1000 discs in front and a thinned and 
drilled KZ1000 disc in the rear. The rear 
disc is grooved on its edge to increase heat 
dissipation. The rear master cylinder uses 
a remote reservoir to reduce fluid boiling. 
moving the fluid away from engine heat. 

Moriwaki positions the front brake cal- 
ipers ahead of the forks because he says 
that locating the calipers behind the forks 
can contribute to slow steering. And he 
prefers ап 18-in. front wheel to avoid the 
understeer influence of a 19-in. front 
wheel. (A bike with a smaller front wheel 
will turn faster. all other things being 
equal.) 

Engine mounts are aluminum, with a 
mixture of titanium and steel bolts used 
throughout. (“Light weight is money." says 
Moriwaki in a bit of irony. At his side is a 
carbon fiber fairing for his monster. He 
explains that before Daytona, titanium 
bolts will replace all the steel bolts used on 
his bike.) 

Moriwaki's basic engine modifications 
were covered in the February issue. But 
since we last saw his bike, displacement 
has increased to 1024.119сс, (just under 
the 1025cc AMA limit for four-strokes)> 





Dairyland Motorcycle Insurance. 
Good rates for good riders. 


Dairyland gives you more than surprisingly low premiums. 
We go out of our way to treat bikers right. 

Our monthly policy, for example, lets you buy by the 
month so you can ride when you like. 

There’s a Four Seasons Discount too, which offers a 
full year of coverage at a fraction of the cost. 

And our good deals aren’t hard to find. Dairyland has 
over 35,000 independent insurance agents looking out for 
you. Ask one about policy details. Or ask your motorcycle 
dealer; more and more are going with Dairyland these days. 
It’s insurance you can afford. Protection you can’t afford to 
be without. 


-DAIRYLAND MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE. % 


Available in most states. Ask your agent or cycle dealer. 





PHANTOM RIDER 
CALL TOLL-FREE 


1-800-854-3110 


In California, call 1-800-432-7433, 

Same day shipping on most phone orders 
charged to BankAmericard/Visa, Master Charge 
or American Express credit cards. Catalogs 
sent FREE with all orders. 
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EAGLE GT II GT II RIB 
Low profile, street/touring, tube- 
type tire with bead-to-rim safety 
feature. In black wall only. 


5.10-17 $51.93 Ribbed front 
4.00-18 $46.54 3.50-19 $39.67 
4.50-18 $50.48 


GOODYEAR TUBES all sizes: $7.89¢a. 
Eagle HST, A/T, M/X II also available 
— call for prices and sizes. 





425/85H-18 


listed 








For increased gas mileage, up to 
20% power increase. 


Partial listing only. If your bike is not listed. 
call or write for application and price 





ALL SNELL 75 — AMA approved (except R-T) 


SCOTT FACEGUARDS, attaches directly to all ‘Scott goggles, 

in colors: whi, blue, red, yel, or orange 5.49 
THROAT COAT. keeps throat and neck warm, attaches to all full- 
face and full-coverage helmets. In black nylon 0.89 
HELMET STRAP QUICK-RELEASE, replaces "D" ring . ‚2.49 
STAR II FLIP SHIELD. clear or smoke. 3 for . . 7.69 





Hon CBX 78-79, 6 into 1, chrome (Racer І) . $238.00 
Hon СВ750 69-76, 4 into 1, chrome (Hooker) - . 128.32 
Kaw KZ900/1000. all, 4 into 1, chrome (Кегкег)......... 179.95 
Suz GS750/850, thru 79. 4 into 2, chrome (Jardine)... .. . 177.88 
Yam RD350/400, thru 78, twin, black (Bassani)......... 148.72 


MOTO Ill, whi, yel. red, 6's thru 7°: ............ $85.67 
STAR 11, whi, yel, ЫК, 634 thru 77%................ $88.94 
STAR 120, whi, ЫК, 68 thru 77a ..,...............: $79.68 
MAGNUM II, whi, yel, sil, 6'2 thru 77в..............; $74.42 
А-Т, whi, blk, red, blu, 6". thru 7':..............,, 549-61 
HELMET ACCESSORIES 

SCOTT GOGGLES, No. 59 w/Lexan scratch- resistant 

clear lens. yellow or red frame - . .. 12.95 
SCOTT GOGGLES, No. 53, clear lens, ‘white, blue 

or orange frame « =: «ees oun os .. 10.95 


TIRES & ALCESSORIES 


FOR TOURING, STREET & OFF-ROAD 


The best high-performance and 
high-mileage tire combination. 

450H-17 K112 $48.53 
400H-18 K112 $45.53 


$46.64 
Also available tubeless — call for sizes not 


CONTINENTAL. TUBES 
— all sizes: $ 9.602. 


GUARANTEE: Ali merchandise is first quality. NO seconds. NO blems. Tire prices 
include Fed. Exc. Tax. If you compare prices, be sure freight, FET and sales tax 
are included in total price quoted. Prices in previous ads 
(c) Phantom Rider 1979/1980 








Fantastic 
? Savings 


UP TO 35% ON FAMOUS BRAND 
















Low profile, high mileage street/- 
touring tire — excellent quality at 


350H-19 lowest prices. 
RB2 front | 510/85H-17 $40.79 460/85H-18 $38.03 
$40.96 | 410/85H-18 536.76 360/855-19 524.58 


CHENG SHIN TUBES — special with 
tire purchase —$ 4.50 ea. 
Michelin M45, Dunlop K81, K81 MK II, K91 
MK 11 street and K190 knobby tires also 
available — call for prices and sizes. 





no longer valid. 


Nu street and MX shocks in 
11525 m . 13977 eye-to-eye lengths. $44.00/pr. 
Springs: single ph $15.95/pr. progressive (dual) rate 
$15.95/pr. chrome springs, all $24.95/pr. 


ХО о 
убу 


Unbelievably comfortable and light (only 3 Ibs/pr). 

In genuine, black leather with inside covered zipper 
— so dressy looking you can wear them at 
work! 13':" tall, ?:" hardwearing rubber 
Sole w/steel shank. Lined foot area. Scuff „ 
pads on toe caps. D-width. Full 
sizes 6 thru 13 — $54.95/pr. 


WRITE OR CALL FOR FREE 80-PAGE 
CATALOG 


WITH SAVINGS 
UP TO 75% ON 


* Lester mag wheels 
* Lockhart oil coolers 
* S&W air shocks 

* Amco luggage racks 
* Hi-Point boots 

* Scott boots, 

Cafe & MX equipment 
K&N air filters ә Fairings 
Leather jackets & suits 
Glovese and much, 
much more. 






ere CATALOG 
BUYERS: SU DES 


Super 
A Ты 


КЕЙ 


trat наша 





Use coupon below or postcard to request your free copy of our 
catalog. All catalogs sent bulk mail — allow 4-5 weeks for 
delivery. Canadian and foreign catalog requests — send US $2 
for airmail postage 

































Name 





* PHANTOM RIDER © 3001 REDHILL AVE.. BIN 201. COSTA MESA. CA 92626 
... ШІ І re Оу Size Description Price ea Total a 
is $10.00 West of Mid- East of В [| 

` Rockies West Miss. 1 
Front tires 2.45 3.15 3.85 Add shipping charges 
Rear tires ү | enclose 
Shocks/springs у: 215 45 E Омо Order [Cert Check Pers Check (allow 3 wks to clear) Calit res add [| 
Exhausts ї 3.65 4.25 (025% deposit — will pay balance. plus freight C O D 6% sales tax || 
B 4.50 6.25 7.95 Charge to []Visa/BankAm. (О М/Сһагде (0 Ат Express TOTAL 
n 2.25 3.15 3.85 О Please send me your FREE catalog i 
М a E 1.75 2.35 3.00 Account No Exp date Е 
марка Е Hs eu Bike year таке. model 
3 І 





3rd col. Freight rates to Canada — add 53 





Address 





to amounts shown in 3rd col. All orders 
shipped fully insured. COD orders require a 
25% deposit. No CODs to APO/FPO or 
Canada addresses. 







City/State/Zip 


[| 
[| 
АК, НІ, PR, CZ. APO/FPO customers, use | 
[| 
[| 
i 
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Your phone no (day time) ( ) 


p, Call TOLL-FREE 1- 80! 
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RIDING THE 
RACERS 


and the valve shim system has been 
changed. Moriwaki now uses tiny caps 
fitting over the cut-down ends of the valve 
stems. The caps are smaller and lighter 
than the usual underbucket racing shims. 

Ignition is still total-loss, battery- 
powered electronic. Moriwaki would like 
to use a self-generating magneto CDI sys- 
tem, but has been unable to find one 
meeting his requirements. 

Suzuka Circuit is the longest 3.7 miles in 
the world, 13 or 14 corners depending 
upon how you count, uphill, downhill, 
with fast turns, slow turns, decreasing- 
radius sections of turns—and bumps. 

The Yoshimura/Suzuki team found last 
year that bikes that work at Suzuki's essen- 
tially-flat Ryuyo course don’t necessarily 
handle well at Suzuka. But according to 
Moriwaki. what works at Suzuka will work 
anywhere. 

It’s here that Moriwaki tests and rides, 
experimenting with fork offsets, head an- 
gles, wheelbases. suspension, making 
changes one by one, always looking for 
improvements. 

I started out on the course riding one of 
Moriwaki’s Superbike Production ma- 
chines, a bike he'll enter in the Daytona 
Superbike race. The front straight ends in a 
right-hand, tightening sweeper. heads 
through uphill esses, turns left into a short 
chute, right uphill through *Pridmore cor- 
ner" (where Reg Pridmore crashed a 
Honda in 1978 and Moriwaki's Kawasaki 
in 1979, both times in practice for the 
Eight-Hour). straight, jog right, hairpin 
left, sweeping downhill-uphill rights, over 
a crest, two hooks left, straight, fast left, 
wide-open-in-fourth (or fifth if you're 
Crosby) right and then the straight. 

It's a hard track to learn and harder to 
ride quickly. 

After pitting, climbing on Moriwaki's 
monster and finishing half a lap. the dif- 
ference between an AMA Superbike and a 
four-stroke GP machine stands out like the 
rising sun. By comparison, the superbike. 
as good as any Kawasaki I’ve ridden, is 
wobbly. loose. disjointed, and unpredict- 
able. Riding a four-stroke built for racing 
with a proper racing frame is much easier. 
Going fast stops being the battle a Super- 
bike can make it. 

Moriwaki's bike feels light, especially in 
front, the bars instantaneously clicking 
against the steering locks right-left-right— 
then steadying just as suddenly—as I hit a 
bump exiting the final, frighteningly-fast 
curve, on the gas. 

It stops. Hard. It turns, just as much as 1 
want, when I want. Moriwaki has achieved 
his aim of neutral steering. 

Still, the bike doesn't feel feather-light 


continued on page 158 


What to look for in Teen 
the ultimate Detachables. .... 


Even Detachable Saddlebags and 
Tote Boxes spend most of their time 
on & bike. So when Bates designed 
the ultimate Detachables, we made 
Saddlebags and Tote Boxes you can 
take off...instead of suitcases you 
ean bolt on. We made motorcycle 
luggage — so it looks and fits right 
on your bike, and looks and feels 
right in your hand. We think it's the 
best you ean buy. But compare — 
and decide for yourself. 


Designed from the inside out. 

We styled our Detachables to be 
rectangular —like luggage — without 
space-wasting nooks and crannies. 
We gave them a low-profile, top- 
loading design to make them easy 
to load, on or off your bike. We made 
them to stand steady on their own 
four feet. And we made them big 
enough to hold a full-faced helmet 
(two in the Tote Box) — with room to 
spare. Finally, we added a cushioned 
interior lining to help protect things 
from the effects of vibration, and a 
removable pouch to keep personal 
items in one handy place. 

Built from the outside in. Our 
Detachables are made from rugged, 
lightweight, easy-to-clean ABS 
plastic, with sturdy locks, hinges 
and handles. And unlike those 
side-loading leakers, Bates 
Detachables are weathersealed. 
Tightly. ` 





Shown in pebblegrain Black and 
smooth-finish White. Fairing is 
Bates Clipper. 





talked about here in another 
detachable system. And why try? If 
you want the 
ultimate in 
Detachable 
Saddlebags 


Our chrome-plated mounts are 
vibration insulated, and fold out of the 
way when your bags are detached.  . . BO 
And for light, bulky items like a P 
couple of sleeping bags, our Tote 
Box Mount doubles as a Luggage 
Rack with a pivoting backrest for 
your passenger. 

More than just a pretty case. 
Our standard model in Black 
pebblegrain finish looks terrific. But 
if you want extra style, a smooth 
finish in Black, White or Custom 
Color is available. For extra dress, 
order the chrome-plated Wrap-around 
Guards with those 
famous Bates Class A 
lights providing 
added visibility. 









and Tote Boxes, just look for one 
thing: the Bates name. 

For the 1980 catalog and complete 
ordering information send $3.00 to: 





BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. 


BATES 


the “quality people” 


Box 240-WV 
Long Beach, CA 90801 


Another point 
about our 
Detachables 
is the key: 
one key works 
everything... 
bag, box, mounts. 








Ж the Рено! 


| mJ Performer. 





ruiser. 


This bike, friends, 
is enough to send other 
cruisers down the boulevard 
of broken dreams. 


Honest, the new GS-1100L 


is that good. 

Why? To begin with, 
it's powered by a unique 
16-valve head 4-stroke with 
a patented Twin Swirl 


Combustion Chamber design. 


Is that good? It's great. 
Because fuel is burned more 


And 5-way adjustable 
rear shocks with 4-way 
rebound dampers. 

And the story continues: 
Fully-transistorized pointless 
ignition. Electric fuel gauge. 
Halogen headlight. Teardrop 
tank. Pull-back handlebars. 
Plush step saddle. Chopped 
pipes. And a fat 16" rear tire. 

End of story? Nope. 

Get this: Like all 1980 GS 
models, this bike is backed 


efficiently. Thus, more 

power is produced. More 

than any conventional 4-stroke. 
This new engine is 

only part of the story. Other 

parts include triple disc 

brakes. Slotted, no less. 
Апа leading axle front 

air forks. 


by a 12-month unlimited 
mileage warranty* 
Now go cruise in luxury. 




















198065 Model 


_ TWELVE-MONTH UNLIMITED 
_ MILEAGE WARRANTY" 


| This warranty furnished ТІГІ іп the 48 contiguous United States and Alaska. 
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continued from page 154 

like Yoshimura’s machine, and Moriwaki 
says his racer weighs 397 16. with gas and 
oil. 

Going by the figures provided by Pops 
Yoshimura and Moriwaki, the Moriwaki 
Kawasaki weighs almost 50 16. more than 
the Yoshimura Suzuki. Since we haven't 
weighed both bikes we don’t know exactly 
how much the machines weigh. But Mor- 
iwaki’s Kawasaki doesn’t feel 50 Ib. heav- 
ier, and is easier to ride. It feels natural, 
goes where I want, and is well-suited to 
hanging off—I have no trouble moving 
around on the seat. I can brake and change 
directions at the same time, braking to the 
apex. The bike doesn’t click the bars once I 
learn the smooth line through the turns, 
but the front end still gets light on some 
parts of the course. 

Moriwaki’s engine isn’t as violent as the 
Yoshimura Suzuki, and the bike doesn’t 
seem as fast. But that may be a function of: 
1) the Kawasaki’s flat torque curve and 
excellent powerband: 2) Suzuka’s shorter 
straight and; 3) my own getting re-ac- 
customed to very high speeds after a year 
of riding nothing faster than 145 mph. At 
Suzuka, Moriwaki’s Kawasaki tops out at 
9500 rpm on the back straightaway, about 
162 mph. 

The bike feels like an old friend, but the 
course still holds surprises. Гуе taken 15 
seconds off my lap times in 30 minutes of 
riding. 

Returning the next day for another brief 

practice session (this time on the short 
course, formed by using a cutout), I learn 
the course and bike well enough to com- 
fortably drift in several corners. Now, with 
the suspension being worked at speed, the 
front tire chatters. 
' Moriwaki nods when I come in. There is 
no time to experiment with different tires 
or fine-tune the suspension to suit my 
riding style. 

Still. I am convinced that Moriwaki's 
bike can compete with the Yoshimura 
Suzuki on this type of course. At Daytona 
it will be harder. I don't think that Mor- 
iwaki’s bike makes as much power as 
Yoshimura's. Moriwaki's bike weighs more 
(he doesn't have the kind of massive fac- 
tory support that allows Pops to use mag- 
nesium engine covers and exotic metals 
and constructions) but handles and stops 
well. 

Daytona is a long race. The lightest. 
fastest bike won't necessarily win. 

Moriwaki hands me a paper with my lap 
times written on it. 

Three days ago. after crashing the fac- 
tory Suzuki, I could have died a thousand 
deaths. 

Today, staring at the list of lap times, I 
am elated. ? 








A Н a E S HRU PCIE 

The decade of the Lastin 
Value is here. The thor- 
oughly custom-built prod- 
uct you pay more for 
because of the money it 
can save you from that 
moment on. 

That supreme tourer, 
the BMW RIOORT, above, 
and the agile BMW R65 
next to it are built to stay 
valuable for a long time 
to come. 

Endurance. Roadability 
and longevity are impera- 
tives for riders who are 

as demanding as 





qualities that are part of . 
a carefully calculated 
chain of events built into 
every BMW. 

In fact, a total of 3,453 
separate steps go into the 
casting, welding, shaping 
and assembly of a BMW. 

Unlike the machine- 
welding of the mass-pro- 
duced bikes, every critical 





DUE жа 252 
these all-important stress 
points. 
Economy. In an indepen- 
dent road test, the BMW 
RIOORT, above left, deliv- 
ered between 7 to 10 
mpg's more than its two 
leading competitors. 

Its touring range in the 
same test came out more 
than 100 miles greater 


weld on every BMW frame than either of them. 


isaccomplished by hand— 
since that technique 
allows more control 
over the strength of 


A 1980 bonus: All the 
new BMW's now use 





BMW unleaded regular 
€ gasoline. 


ле 
Appreciation. As an 


investment, it’s difficult to 
overestimate the worth— 
measured by resale value 
and an unsurpassed war- 
ranty—of a marque that 
retains, year after year, 
model by model, as higha 
proportion of its original 
purchase price as BMW. 

A 1980 Cycle World sur- 
vey shows a phenomenal 
91 percent of the owners 
interviewed have confirm- 
ed they would buy another 
BMW. One ride and we 


think you'll appre- 
BMW's.These are FOR ONE LONG SHINING MOMENT, ciate their decision. 
STOP COMPROMISING. 


See the 1980 line of BMW Motorcycles at your authorized BMW Dealer- listed in the Yellow Pages. For the complete BMW brochure write: Butler & Smith, Inc., Dept. 801, Norwood, N.J. 07648. 
Canada East: BMW Dist., Ltd., 801 Progress Ave., Scarborough, Ont. МІН 2X4. Canada West: BMW Dist. Co., 1650 W. & 5th Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V6P 6G2. European Delivery Plan available. 
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When Honda Says The Daytona Bike 
Will Have the Same Engine And A New 
Frame, What They Mean Is, It Will 
Be А Four-Stroke Painted Red. | 
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The Honda RS1000. Racing chassis, comprehensive engine kit, dry sump tank underneath 
the seat, dry clutch, four-into-two-into-one exhaust system. Battery in tail section powers 


total-loss ignition. Look for some sort of CDI on Daytona bikes. 


4 y — 





Details. Notice the level view pipe in the oil tank, the remote rear ma- Fittings ahead of countershaft sprocket carry oil in dry-sump system 









Е олау. The team with the most 
ГЕ money. Hondas have ruled Euro- 
. pean endurance racing for years, 
but mighty Honda is capable of being 
beaten. At Suzuka Circuit in 1978, Pops 
Yoshimura put Wes Cooley and Mike 
Baldwin on an American-style superbike 
and won the annual endurance race. 

Honda owns Suzuka Circuit and spon- 
sors the endurance event each year. 
Honda's Racing Service Center Corp. 
(better known as RSC) is located in the 
track infield. The loss on the home track in 
1978 was embarrassing. but it was an em- 
barrassment not repeated in 1979. Hondas 
dominated last year, and the fastest of the 
Hondas entered—the RS1000 which qual- 
ified third and led for several hours until 
breaking—now stood before me. 

In all fairness, the Hondas which show 
up at Daytona with riders Ron Pierce and 
Freddie Spencer won't be exactly like this 
one. This is an endurance bike. But accord- 
ing to Mr. Satoshi Ichihana, head man at 
RSC's Suzuka office, the Daytona bikes 
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Our тап on the scene with RSC Suzuka 
boss Satoshi Ichihana and RSC rider Kiyama 
and the RS1000. 





ster cylinder reservoir, the unusual exhaust pipe routing, aluminum to and from oil pump. Rearsets with linkages retain one down, four- 


engine mount plate. up shift pattern. 
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will be basically the same engine package 
in a lighter, sprint-race-only chassis. 

Honda plays close to the vest. Pops 
Yoshimura has known me for a long time. 
has let me ride several of his bikes, and at 
least until this trip, has never regretted it. 
Moriwaki is unknown in America and has 
nothing to lose and lots to gain by telling 
me about his bikes, and has Pops’ recom- 
mendation on top of that. 

But while Mr. Ichihana is very friendly 
and cooperative, the simple fact that I am 
even at RSC is something of a wonder. 
Honda is so huge it really has nothing to 
gain. 

І had met Mr. Ichihana at the 1979 
Suzuka Eight-Hours race, but I think the 
real reason I will be allowed to ride an RSC 
machine is the recommendation of Mor- 
iwaki. On the track. Moriwaki's machines 
compete with RSC's racebikes. But off the 
track, the rivals have a respectful. friendly 
relationship. Moriwaki's factory is only a 
few miles from Suzuka Circuit. Honda 
RSC riders have been known to ride on 
Moriwaki's bikes. just to see how they 
handle. They've also been known to ask 
Moriwaki's opinion of certain aspects of 
frame design and suspension setting. And, 
on occasion, Hondas built by RSC have 
headed onto the racetrack with certain 
Moriwaki-built engine components inside. 

This isn't the latest RS1000. It's a good 
one, as its Suzuka endurance race perform- 
ance showed. But it isn't a Daytona bike. 
When Mr. Ichihana says that a Daytona 
bike would have basically the same engine 
in a new frame, I get the feeling that what 
he means is. it will be a four-stroke painted 
the same colors. 

Information on the engines isn't a prob- 
lem: it’s all in a manual published by RSC, 
since RSC sells engine kits. (The manual is 
available from RSC through Honda 
dealers). 

But the chassis is another matter. 

Mr. Ichihana tells me that the frame is a 
modified CB900 frame. 

Yes, it certainly is modified. As in cut- 
ting it up and sending the chunks of metal 
to the foundry where tubing for new 
frames is manufactured. 

Honda RSC actually sells the parts for 
two 1000сс plain-bearing-crankshaft rac- 
ing engines, the К51000 (based on the 
CB900) and the КСВ1000. (based on the 
CB750). 

The RS1000 has a bore and stroke of 
67.8 x 69mm for a displacement of 996cc, 
and makes a claimed 125 bhp. The 
КСВ1000 has a bore and stroke of 70 x 
64.8mm for 997сс and a claimed 125 bhp. 

Parts included in the RS1000 engine kit 
include crankcases. cylinders, cylinder 
head. dry clutch. transmission. CV car- 
buretors. ignition, pistons, rings. connect- 
ing rods, ignition and alternator covers, 
cams, valves, valve springs. valve spring 
retainers, valve spring buckets, cam chains, 
primary chain, exhaust system. tach and 
dry sump lubrication system. An extensive 
package. > 





USE GOLDEN SPECTRO ... 
WHATS IW I7 FOR МЕ? 


BRIGHTSTOCK — Brightstock is an ex- 
tremely heavy base oil. It is used in Golden 
Spectro to provide load carrying ability 
beyond conventional oils. It also yields ex- 
traordinarily high levels of film strength which 
makes motor parts last longer. Brightstock is 
one of the components in Golden Spectro 
which gives you the flexibility to mix at a 
variety of lean ratios. 

DETERGENT ADDITIVES — Two stroke 
motors have a tendency to build carbon de- 
posits anywhere there is heat. The detergent 
group in Golden Spectro prevents the forma- 
tion of these deposits, varnish, and other combustion by-products. The 
detergent group also contains a smoke depressant which reduces visible 
emissions. These factors work together to help your motor run cleaner so 
you can develop more power, and reduce maintenance. 

SYNTHETIC OIL — We use a synthetic oil called Diester. It is much more 
temperature stable than petroleum oils and offers very high film strength. 
The idea is to extend the lubricating properties of petroleum without making 
any of the sacrifices normally associated with lesser synthetics like rapid 
wear, poor rust protection, and seizure. Diester synthetic lubricant in- 
creases the protection levels Golden Spectro provides, lets you ride harder 
and use leaner oil ratios. You develop more power and run cleaner. 


Mororcyo 
2-сусіе engin? 
lubricant 


‚ BR ar casey ad 








The idea behind all Spectro product s is to formulate a lubricant which ad- 
dresses a specific need experienced by the rider in such a way that he 
notices a significant benefit from the product's use. 

As a group, motorcyclists care more about their vehicles than do automo- 
bile drivers, so why should you settle for a 4-stroke oil designed only to meet 
automotive requirements? Motorcyclists tend to know more about their 
motors than boaters so why should you settle for a two-cycle oil designed to 
meet the requirements of a water-cooled, constant speed, low-rev power 
plant. Motorcyclists know when they're being handed a line and they 
usually judge the products they use on performance. That's why we're not 
afraid to line up Spectro products against anybody else's and say, "you 
decide". Is there a Spectro product here that you don't use? Why? There 
are none better, and there is a lot іп it for you. 


Want a free Spectro hat? 


Look for the special store display 
where you buy Spectro lubricants. 





The display explains how to get 
your hat. Its free when you 
purchase Spectro and send in the 


coupon with proof of purchase of 
$6.00 or more. One hat per. Ask © INTERCONTINENTAL 
ugar dealer next time you're in his LUBRICANTS CORP. 


P.O. BOX 208. BROOKFIELD. CT. 06804 (203) 775- 1291 


LUBRICANTS DESIGNED TO EXCEL 
WHEN EXCELLENCE IS THE REQUIREMENT 
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Nothing in the universe is faster 
than the speed of light. By compari- 
son a speeding bullet is little faster 
than an inchworm. 

That's what Terry Vance knows, and 
it's why he uses a Martek electronic 
ignition system in his world record- 
setting Pro Stock drag bike. No 
“speeding bullet” type breaker points 
for him. With Martek he gets greater 
energy to his spark plugs, and timing 
events measured in microseconds. 
Flawlessly. Infallibly. 

What does this mean to you and 
your bike? You can have the same 
ignition Terry Vance depends on, right 
off your dealer's shelf. And you never 
have to go near a drag strip to 





Martek electronic ignitions, easy 
to install with no special skills 


or tools required—performance Products, Inc 
3609 W. MacArthur'B 


and satisfaction guaranteed. 





What does on 
of the world's 
_ quickest 


. that 





riders 


“= know 





Ou 
dont? 


Pro Stock rider Terry Vance: 
9 seconds flat and 147.05 
mph in the quarter mile! 


experience the benefits of Martek 
electronic ignition. You'll get faster, 
easier starting. Smoother running at 
all speeds. More power in acceler- 
ating. Better fuel economy. And you'll 
never have to fuss with points or 
timing again. 

We make easy-to-install kits for 
almost every bike there is—racing, 
touring, street, off-road— four, 
two and one cylinders— four-stroke 
and two—flywheel/magneto and 
battery/coil types. Send 50¢ for a 
Martek decal and catalog information 
on an ignition for your bike. 

Martek makes a difference. And we 
want you to experience it. 









Mototek 
CD-15/ CD-31 


Mototek 7% 
CD-350/ 60-500 


ж 





* Santa Апа, СА 92704: 714/751-7901 
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@ | RACERS 


Compression ratio with the kit is 11:1. 
Cam timing opens the intake valves at 35? 
BTDC and closes them at 40° ABDC: 
while the exhaust valves open at 50°BBDC 
and close at 25? ATDC. 

The entire chassis is special and not very 
much related to the CB900. Suspension is 
Showa (nitrogen-charged shocks in the 
rear), including quick-release pivoting 
front axle clamps. Triple clamps are carved 
out of aluminum. Wheels are racing Com- 
Stars, 2.5 in. wide in front, 3.5 in. wide in 
the rear. Brake calipers are Nissan. 

Ready to race. Honda claims that the 
RS1000 in this trim weighs 419 Ib. 

After an RSC test rider cuts a few laps of 
the short course to make sure the tires are 
warm and the engine running well. it’s my 
turn. 

The Honda feels incredibly light. lighter 
than the other bikes I've ridden on this trip 
to Japan. That's in spite of having the 
highest claimed weight. 

But while it feels lighter. and even 
though it seems like the RS1000 Honda 
can go anywhere on the track at will. it also 
is harder for me to move around on the 
seat and hang off when riding the Honda, 
compared to Moriwaki's Kawasaki. 

The amount of effort needed to turn this 
bike isn't much. I brake into a turn, enter- 
ing at the same speed, on the same line, 
hanging off just as much as I did the day 
before on Moriwaki's bike. Yet on the 
Honda I find myself hooking into the 
inside of the turn. The bike gives me more 
steering action than ] expect from my 
input, as if to say. go faster in this turn. 

The Honda steers quickly even though it 
has the longest wheelbase, 59 in. It does 
have a steep head angle. 26°, which is 
steeper than the Moriwaki Kawasaki's 29° 
but no steeper than the Yoshimura 
Suzuki's 26°. The answer could lie in triple 
clamp offset and trail. but while I know 
that the Yoshimura bike has 4.3 in. of trail 
and the Moriwaki machine has 3.9 in., 
Honda isn't telling how much trail the 
RS1000 has. 

More than Moriwaki's bike, this Honda 
demands being ridden at racing speeds to 
feel normal. Moriwaki's bike felt the same 
at both slow and fast speeds. This Honda 
must be ridden relatively hard to work. 

But any advantage the Honda may have 
in light steering is lost in terms of power. 
This Honda is definitely the slowest of the 
three bikes. reaching 157 mph at 9500 rpm, 
and accelerating more slowly than the 
others. On the other hand, the 32mm 
Keihin CV racing carbs keep the engine 
running smoothly even when the tach nee- 
dle drops to its stop as the engine rpm falls 
below 4000. I found that out when I blew 
the entrance to the course cutout U-turn, 

continued on page 166 





Announcing the Harley-Davidson Tour Glide. 


"The first tourin 


bike built to handle like 
a sport bike. 


This is a touring machine like 
nothing before it. We've taken the 
practical simplicity of the Harley- 
Davidson V-Twin, and mated it with 
the best of high technology-for 
luxurious smoothness and effortless 
handling. 

First, through a revolutionary 
new Tri-Mount chassis, we isolate the 
rider from engine and drive train 
feedback. The trick? Three virtually 
maintenance free automotive-type 
elastomer mounts and two aircraft- 
type ball-joint stabilizers. The ride? 


Incomparably smooth. Look in the 
mirror: there's no ghosting, 

Second, we engineered a truly 
balanced front end by improving on 
standard front fork geometry. The 
forks are relocated behind the steering 
axis and the rake and trail are op- 
timized. Steering balance is nothing 
short of amazing: take a 35 degree lean 
angle ona winding road. This tourer 
handles like a sport bike! 

The chain is completely en- 
closed and runs in an oil bath. So now, 
the most power efficient drive system 
in motorcycling is virtually mainte- 
nance free and long lasting. 

The list goes on and on. The 
Tour Glide™ is the first 5-speed 
Harley V-Twin. There's a new high- 


*Your mileage may vary, depending on how fast you drive, 


weather and road conditions, and trip length. 


We support the Motorcycle Safety Foundation and the A.M.A. Always ride 
with lights and helmet. Specifications subject to change without notice. 


visibility, integrated instrument pod. 
And the only standard dual head- 
lamps in the business. 

But at Harley-Davidson® we're 
still out to build superb, yet superbly 
sensible motorcycles. That's vas we 
chose the enclosed chain over the 
complex, expensive shaft. And why 
the V-Twin is such a critical part of the 
Tour Glide. Even at 80 cubic inches, it's 
simple, durable, fuel efficient* and 
easy to maintain. 

The Tour Glide. Superbly en- 
gineered, yet elegantly simple. And 
with one more thing. The sure feeling 
that riding a Harley-Davidson puts 
you a cut above 
anything else in 
the world. 







Harley-Davidson 
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Harley-Davidson. 
More than a machine. 











Kenny Comes Home and Wins Houston; Hansford 


Heads for Daytona 


KENNY AND THE KIDS 


The moment of truth: Ronnie Jones (16) stuffs it underneath Kenny Roberts in the Houston short track. 


W hen Kenny Roberts bid farewell to 
the Winston Pro Series, he did it by 
laping the field at Daytona. So when 
Roberts returned to American racing. he 
needed something to top his previous 
display. 

He had it. After a two-year vacation 
from serious dirt racing. Roberts won the 
Houston TT, first event in the AMA/ 
Winston 1980 season, and he won it in a 
thriller, the sort of race that proves you can 
hold your breath for 25 laps. 

Making a good story better. KR didn't 
win the Houston short track. second AMA 
event of the year. 

Houston is not like other races. As the 
first race of the season. it attracts a large 
crowd and all the racers from across the 
country. It’s a normal short track circuit 
but the smallish space available for the TT 
means the turns are short and the jumps 
are nasty, so what works at Houston may 
not work as well the rest of the year. And 
there are only two TTs and two short tracks 
on the national calendar. so the results 
from Houston don't forecast the year. 

Finally, Roberts will not be racing AMA 
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this year, not the full schedule. anyway. A 
few road races, sure. but most of KR's 
efforts will be toward a third world 500 
title. (Not what he said he'd до, and not 
what we expected. but we'll get to that.) 

Houston was perfect for Roberts and for 
Yamaha, who learned the hard way that 
you can't beat Harley-Davidson when it 
comes to making big Twins into racers. 
Instead, for the confines of the Astrodome, 
what works best is a nice. light 500 Single, 
something Yamaha builds very well. Ya- 
maha was there in force, with Mert Law- 
will-prepped 500 TT bikes and 250 two- 
stroke short trackers for Roberts and a 
flock of promising riders. 


The TT 

There was an overflow of entrants. with 
half the riders not even getting into the 
heats, which meant that every heat was a 
battle. And there was talk that Scott Pear- 
son, the fastest qualifier, had been given 
the benefit of a funny time. 

Not so. Pearson and John Gennai were 
moved to the back because they crept 
forward before the flag actually fell. Pear- 


son burst through the field on the start and 
won by an easy length, edging Mike Kidd 
and Gennai. who watched Pearson wedge 
open a gap. then popped through behind. 

In fourth, and out of the main event, was 
defending AMA No. | Steve Eklund, who 
didn't have a good weekend. 

The second heat looked the property of 
Alex Jorgensen and his beautiful old BSA 
Twin. Jorgy led until the last lap. when 
Bruce Hanlon, Yamaha 500, got a better 
drive on the last turn of the last lap. 
Roberts won the third heat, gaining a few 
seconds on John Hately, whose Honda 500 
was a safe distance ahead of Ronnie Jones. 

And for the fourth and last heat, Jay 
Springsteen. The Harley is too big for the 
track. Springer has been struggling with an 
illness that's baffled the doctors, but Jay 
wrestled the XR750 out front and stayed 
there, followed by new Expert Freddie 
Spencer, Honda, and new Harley teamster 
Randy Goss. 

Only the winners of the two semi-finals 
transferred to the finals, so Mickey Fay, TT 
winner here last year. rode off and hid from 
Eklund. Scott Parker, surprise Winston» 





Photo by Charles Morey/Cycle News 
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The more you demand of a motor- 
cycle tire, the more likely you are to turn 
to Michelin. 

Michelin’s M45 and the new M48 
tire for large displacement super bikes, [7 
| bring exceptional standards of road- / 
holding and road-grabbing traction to 
motorcycle handling and per- : 
formance. The Michelin M45 
is acknowledged to be among the 
best motorcycle tires on the road. 
So, if you're concerned with 
traction-packed quality for your bike, 
there's only one placeto go. See 
your dealer. Ask about 
Michelin quality Airstop 
tubes, too. They're another 
example of how Michelin puts 
you first. 
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Orders Normally Shipped within 24 hrs. 


OIL COOLERS. The De- 
rale QA-1 oil cooler is the 
only system available today 
with a built-in integral 
Thermal Control Valve. It 
features superior construc- 
tion and a lifetime warranty. 
Applications for most 
American, Japanese, and 
British Motorcycles. 


TOURING SUITS. Made 
of 100% nylon with a 
weather resistant polyure- 
thane shell. Reflective 


stripes and two-way zip- 
pers. Available in Silver or 
Navy Blue. Specify size S, 
М, Lor XL 69.9 





GASPRING SHOCK 
ABSORBER. One of the 
best-looking accessories 
for street bikes. Complete 
with air line kit, air valve, 
gauge unit and all neces- 
sary hardware 119.95 


We ship C.O.D. 


Spokane Retail Store 
Seattle Retail Store 
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FLATFIGHTER TUBES. 
Flatfighter tubes give 
maximum protection 
against flats for both street 
and dirt bike riders. It's 
three times thicker than the 
normal tube and it's made 
of top quality, specially 
formulated butyl rubber. 
Complete size selection. 


NGK SPARK PLUGS. 
V-Series (racing/competi- 
tion), sold in boxes of 
du 222. 2.95 each 
Standard NGK Plugs, sold 
in boxes 





MOTORCYCLE CHAIN. 
High performance, heavy- 
duty chain for street and dirt 
bikes. Complete selection 
of Solid Roll, Heavy Duty, 
Self-Lubricating, O-Ring 
and Enduro Sealed chain. 
Sizes to fit all bikes. Call toll 
free for super low prices. 


BELL HELMETS 
RT... sizes 6% to 7%. 
White, black, blue, or red. 


MOTO III (eliminates need 
for face mask) .. . sizes 6% 
to 7%. Red, yellow, or white. 


To order - 
coll toll free number 


1-800-541-2677 


IN WASHINGTON, CALL 
TOLL FREE 


1-800-572-5690 


=== as 
jp aw 
уде со” 


VISA" 
BEES 


W. 300 Second Ave. 
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PROLINE BOOTS. These 
“top of the line’’ heavy 
leather motorcycle boots 
feature aone-piece injected 
sole that is both bonded 
and stitched to the uppers. 
They come with smooth 
sole or enduro sole. Availa- 
ble in full sizes from 6 
through 12 


HOOKER HEADERS. 
Finest available, high per- 
formance exhaust systems 
for two and four cycle mod- 
els. Call Big 4 for applica- 
tion and our unbelievably 
low prices. 


MARTEK IGNITIONS. A 
Breakerless capacitive dis- 
charge ignition for motor- 
cycles. 
e Eliminates points and 
condenser 
Easy installation 
More than twice the 
spark energy 
e Increases horsepower 
and RPM's 
Call for Prices and Applica- 
tion. 


TIRES. Complete selection 
of tires and tubes. First 
quality. No blems. Top 
names. Call toll free for 
sizes and prices. 


е Goodyear 
* Cheng Shin 
ө Michelin 

e Metzeler 

e Dunlop ў 
e Continental “7 

e Yokohama %%”7 са 





Big 4 stocks а huge selec- 
tion of other products, in- 
cluding; 

Batteries 

Sprockets 

Mulholland Shocks 

Dry Rider 

T-Shirts 

Tools 

Custom Seats 





FREE CATALOG 
Call toll free and ask for our 
free 1980 Catalog contain- 
ing 56 pages of outstanding 
values. 


e Spokane, WA 


12004 Aurora Ave. N. e Seattle, WA 
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continued from page 162 

yet when I exited the turn and grabbed the 
throttle, the bike ran right up onto the 
powerband and away without burbling. 
The best power started about 7000 rpm 
and ran to 9500. where I shifted. (I had 
forgotten to ask what the redline was, so 
picked 9500 as being safe. Later I would be 
told that the rpm limit is 9000.) 

The amazing no-bog CV carburetors 
may hurt the bike's top end power. but 
their response from low revs, light return- 
spring tension and good fuel economy are 
all advantages in long races. Hondas seen 
at Daytona will probably use 31mm Kei- 
hin CR slide-throttle carbs for maximum 
power. 

Brakes are good, but controlling the rear 
is more difficult than on the Yoshimura 
and Moriwaki machines because the 
Honda doesn't have a floating brake. 

Before I was up to full speed or ready to 
pit. my foot started slipping off the shift 
lever. causing me to miss several 
downshifts. 

A pit stop revealed that the oil fittings 
ahead of the left footpeg were leaking, and 
that the footpeg and shift lever had been 
oiled. By the time mechanics stopped the 
leak and I finished making notes. practice 
time was up. too soon to suit me. 

Honda: Not enough power. Too heavy. 
Light handling. 

Nothing the factory can't cure before 
Daytona. The men from RSC wouldn't 
say. but already I had heard the rumors 
from inside American Honda: frames 
complete with swing arms that weigh less 
than conventional swing arms alone; en- 
gines with new heads, new valve angle. 
new bore and stroke. titanium connecting 
rods, new carbs. new 4-into-l exhausts 
replacing the 4-into-2-into- 1 systems used 
on the RS1000: new 39mm o.d. fork tubes 
with stronger sliders to match: supersize 
“Ron Pierce brakes." giant discs with over- 
size calipers to withstand Pierce's hard- 
braking Bakersfield line: shocks built by 
Showa to match the action of the racing 
Kayabas used on Yoshimura Suzukis: 
magnesium racing wheels: wind-tunnel 
carbon-fiber fairings: ounces of titanium, 
magnesium, aluminum replacing pounds 
of steel. 

Most of all. truckloads of money making 
anything possible. 

This is written before Daytona. But by 
the time vou see it in print. Daytona will be 
over. We'll know then which of the three 
teams— Yoshimura. Moriwaki, or Honda— 
has the fastest four-stroke, and which one 
has the best finish. 

Whatever the outcome, the four-strokes 
will add a new dimension to the Daytona 
200 and other Winston Pro races, with the 
race fan becoming the biggest winner. @ 
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star of 1979, took the other semi. 
First off the line for the Big One was. . . 


Alex Jorgensen. Only the British fans 
could believe it. but Jorgy ran the big old 
beauty over the jumps. through the turns 
and away. chased by Roberts. Pearson. 
Kidd, Spencer. Hanlon and the rest. 

Roberts and Pearson bumped. leading 
to mutterings about Pearson's style. but 
after the clash it was Roberts who got clear 
and went for Jorgensen. while Pearson had 
his hands full with Hanlon and Spring- 
steen. 

The three-time No. | had his hands full. 
Springsteen worked way up to third, the 
giant XR got loose and dropped him. he 
picked it back up and charged again. 

Meanwhile. to mixed expressions of dis- 
may and delight. Roberts passed Jor- 
gensen for the lead and the win, which KR 
celebrated with the traditional wheelie 
past the flag. 

As they lined up for the trophies and 
kisses. Jorgy's crew noticed something. 
The righthand carb hose on the BSA was 
broken and the carb was dangling. Did it 
lose power? Well. yeah. Jorgy said. but he 
wasn't going to offer any excuses, not even 
in the press box later. 

Everybody went home winners. The 
fans saw great racing. Roberts returned to 
the U.S. in convincing style, Jorgensen and 











the BSA gave heart to the traditionalists 
and Springsteen did more riding than 
anybody. 
Flat track 


Team Yamaha expressed doubts about 
this. Lawwill could build a TT bike as good 
as anybody’s, but short track is a science all 





its own and sure enough. Roberts was the 
13th fastest qualifier while Gennai, on a 
private Yamaha. had the pole. In between 
were Hondas, two-stroke Harleys. a Bul- 
taco and two Ossas. 

Roberts won his heat. followed by Gen- 

nai. But it wasn't the fastest heat, as Jeff 
Haney and his Honda edged out Pearson 
for a heat win and the pole. Other prelim 
victors were Rick Hocking, with Corky 
Keener's private Harley close behind: 
Mickey Fay ahead of Alex Jorgensen. this 
time on a Can-Am. Ronnie Jones, an until- 
now dark horse. and Gary Scott in front of 
brother Hank. 

Randy Goss and Rick Graham won the 
two semi-finals and made the show. Miss- 
ing? Surprise. Springsteen came down sick 
after the TT, and went back to the hospital. 
The doctors are puzzled, but for the fans. 
it’s easy. Springer rides his guts out. 

Eklund was third in his heat. then sec- 
ond in his semi. so he missed the final for 
the second time in as many tries. Not a 
good way to defend his title. Eklund 
looked good once at Houston, as he won 
the Trophy race. It's also known as the 
Consolation, but it wasn't for Eklund. 

Then, the race. Roberts and Haney hit» 




















Whether you're flying 'round the 
track or out cruisin' the trails, the 
last thing you want to think about is 
your oil. 
So the first thing you need is CCI 
Super 2 Lubricant. 

It can make the difference 
between carting home a 
trophy or pushing back to the 

pits. CCI's super-high film 











strength reduces heat and friction, prolonging 
engine life. CCI burns clean too, which helps 
prevent fouled plugs and sticky rings. 

CCI Super 2 Lubricant. The 'slick performer' 
for your Suzuki Performer. 


2<үске MOTOR 
ky. CUBRICANT xd 
сик KI MOTOR Сол б 


SUZUKI $ ccisurer2 


The Performer. ` 


The TOP TUBES for Yamaha, Kawasaki, Suzuki. Honda. Triumph. BSA, Harley 
BMW... 21101: 3into1; 4intol, 6into2; 4into2; 4intol 
All Triple-chromed. Some Black-chrome. 


FOR EXHAUST 
SYSTEMS & 
REPLACEMENT 
MUFFLERS. 


HEADER COMPANY 
7142 Belgrave, Garden Grove, CA 92641 (714) 893-7594 4 
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READ AMERICA'S 
NUMBER 1 NON-SELLER. 
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Consumer 
Information 
Catalog 













i Information that 
could help you toa 
better way of life. 


Not for sale in any 
bookstore! Not 
available at any price! 








The new Consumer To get your free 
Information Catalog! copy, just write: 
It's the free booklet CONSUMER 
that lists over 200 help- : INFORMATION 
ful Баша иеа р RUD 
more than half, free. F= б 
On topics like home кышнын ad 


repairs. Money man- 
agement. Nutrition. 





MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANICS 


For information on learning 
motorcycle mechanics fill out 
and return today 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL 
Chicago Campus 2840 North Halsted Street Chicago. Illinois 60657 312-929-0771 


Florida Campus 13700 N.W. 19th Ave.. Bay 14 Miami. Florida 33054 305-685-6466 
П ! am a veteran. 


Name Telephone 





Address 
City 
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the front turn together, they hit each other 
and Haney lost out. Jones worked his way 
through the pack and closed up, until he 
and Roberts, the old master and the young 
charger. were trading the lead. 

It was a matter of lines and techniques. 
Short track is an art form; all you do is 
slide left, full power, pitch it, slide left, full 
power, pitch it. 

Each track is different, each turn is 
different, every lap. Short track lacks the 
show of motocross, the speed of the mile. 
Instead, the fan gets to see close action, 
good riders and differences measured in 
inches. 

Experienced Roberts watchers said KR 
used his old style. charging in and letting 
the bike drift wide coming out of the turns. 
Ronnie Jones is 19, and no hothead. He 
took a different tack, shifted down and got 
inside Roberts coming out of the turns. 
Three laps from the end Mickey Fay, also 
young and sharp. squeezed his way 
through and that's the way they finished; 
Ronnie Jones (Yam). Mickey Fay (Honda) 
and Kenny Roberts (Yam). 

Which was all right. If KR had won all 
the races going away, it wouldn't have been 
as much fun, might even have proven that 
we only have one racer in the country. 

But this way. with a close win and a 
closer third, with the new guys proving 
how good they are, with Jones prying open 
the champagne, handing the bottle to Fay, 
who took his share and passed it on to 
Roberts, who took his ceremonial swig, 
when they all grinned at each other, it 
showed that what American professional 
racing is, is good racing. 





HANSFORD FOR KAWASAKI AT 
DAYTONA 


At press time we learned that Australian 
Gregg Hansford will ride for Kawasaki at 
Daytona, entering the Superbike race for 
certain with the 200-miler and the 250cc 
races falling under the "maybe" classi- 
fication. It isn't known whether or not 
Hansford will ride a 1025cc four-stroke 
Kawasaki similar to the second-fastest- 
qualifing KZ1000R ridden at the 1979 
Suzuka 8-Hours by the Tokuno brothers. 





Hansford may ride a Kawasaki similar to the 
Suzuka bike of the Tokuno brothers. Note 
KR350-type front end, aluminum swing arm 
with bracing. 
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in. coils, or by progressive springs within 
that range. The fork springs, which are dual 
rated at 29/40 Ib. / in., can be shimmed with 
washers for a slight increase in preload, or 
replaced with springs of a higher rate. 

With the suspension fixed to prevent bot- 
toming, a larger rear tire, such as a 4.00 x 18 
will provide higher load capacity and an 
added safety margin over the stock 3.50 x 
18. For touring double Kawasaki recom- 
mends tire pressures of 25 psi front, 36 rear. 

Engine and oil temperature vary widely 
with weather and terrain; long climbs in 
summer heat can go hard on the 400, or any 
bike, and only an oil temp gauge will con- 
firm or allay your fears. For normal speeds 
and moderate climbing, however, the KZ 
has a strong, reliable engine and oil tem- 
perature should be no problem. For hot 
weather, go with a good grade 20 W50. 

If it's time for a new exhaust system, a 2- 
into-1 header will probably be cheaper than 
the stock pipes and mufflers, and will also 
trim 10 to 20 lbs. off that unwanted 75 Ib. 
overweight. Some header systems, however, 
can be annoyingly loud and resonant on a 
long ride, so check out the sound level before 
you buy and make sure it's something you 
can live with. 





















Illustration by Aline Patterson 


TWITCHY SUZUKI 


I purchased a new '79 Suzuki GSI000N 
about three months ago and now have 
about 3000 miles on it. It's a fine bike but 
not perfect because it has three annoying 
things that were not mentioned in any of 
the five test reports I’ve read on the bike. 

First it sounds as though there is gear 
whine at 60 to 70 mph in fifth gear. The 
dealer says it's the # 630 O-ring chain. Do 
these chains make this kind of noise? 

Second, the bike twitches and wiggles on 




















last and worse it wallows in turns that are 
bumpy and undulating. I have experi- 
mented with the suspension system by 
trying various fork pressures and rear 
damping but that didn't help. The GS1000 
had such rave handling reviews it makes 
one wonder if they were riding the same 
bike. 

Also a friend of mine has а '78 GS1000 
and it's faster. What specifically was 
changed in the power train between 778 
and 7792 What can be eaily changed to get 
a little more out of the GS. 

Great magazine. 

John Dietrich 
Newport Beach, Calif. 

It is always difficult to troubleshoot prob- 
lems about handling when the whole picture 
isn’t presented. For all we know, you might 
be a 300 Ib. giant, in which case your Suzuki 
would handle quite differently from most 
others. 

There are certain things to which the 
Suzuki GS1000 is particularly sensitive. 
The type and condition of the tires can affect 
the handling. quite drastically. When the 
stock IRC tires become worn on the center 
of the tread, and this can happen within 
3000 miles, the machine will be more prone 
to wallowing in bends, a characteristic that 


freeway rain grooves. Is that normal? And | no amount of suspension adjusting will 
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These boots represent all the fand crafted skills for which Frye has become famou 











Sizes are 7-12 D (medium) and EE (wide). Price is $86.95 plus $3.00 postage and. 
handling, and these boots are available for 
immediate delivery. These boots are made 
exclusively for us and we guarantee you 

will be satisfied or money back. 









CREDIT CARD BUYERS: To Order 
Cal TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 


1-800-824-7888 


and ask for operator 893. In California 
call 1-800-852-7777 


Use our toll free number for quickest. 
service or send your check, money 
order, or credit card info. to us. Specify 
size and color. 


CRAWFORD HOUSE, INC. 


Dept. T4 , P.O. Box 468 Brockton, MA 02403 


BENCHCRAFTED SINCE 1863. 


MAY 1980/169 










both with Burglar 
Alarm Style Key and 
Easy Coil Feature 
for Carrying. 














Please add $3.00 for shipping 
and handling on direct orders 













Start an exciting салел ао а .. 
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC 


AMS “THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF 
THE PROFESSIONALS" 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS, INC. 


GO WITH THE WINNERS ! 


If you’re serious about becoming a top-notch 
motorcycle mechanic you'll want the best possible 
training available. You can't afford second best 
and neither can we. If you think you have what it 


takes to become a frofececowal... 
Call Toll Free 1-800-423-4678 


Calif. Residents Call Collect (213) 944-0123 


OR MAIL COUPON 
RESIDENCE SCHOOL HOME STUDY 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS 
10025 Shoemaker Ave. е Santa Fe Spgs, Ca 90670 


AGE 


























Street City State Zip 
CW 
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RIDERS-A BIKE WORTH OWNING 
IS A BIKE WORTH PROTECTING! 





Maxim Lock Company Chicago, Illinois 60618 











Meam? S 


SECURITY CABLE 


LOCKS offer the 


protection you must 
һауе... and are long 
enough to allow 
securement of several 
motorcycles together or 
to an immovable object. 


Maxim 75-I (Big Bikes) 
* 58" Tempered Cable 

* 34” Black Vinyl Coating 
© 7 feet І0п9—7' Ibs. 
$49.95 


Maxim 75-II 

(Small Bikes and Mopeds) 
е 1⁄2” Tempered Cable 

• 58” Black Vinyl Coating 

è 6 feet long—334 Ibs. 
$42.95 


Please See Your Dealer Or Order Direct! Do It Now! Tomorrow May Be Too Late! 


4314 N. Western Avenue 


Phone: 312/539-0626 


CARB STIX 


CARBURETOR 
SYNCH RONIZER 


use carburetor synchronizer available 
regardless of price. 


The CARB STIX is a tool designed 
for the perfectionist 


ІШ PRICED RIGHT 
STIX PRO For the Professional 


$24.95 


€ Precision bored laboratory 





extreme accuracy 


@ Large Clear Columns 
You KNOW when the carbs 
are right. Gives you a resolu- 
tion of 7 to 1 over gauges, 


@ Two CM Indicia spacing. So 
you know when you're within 
factory specs or better. 


€ Laboratory grade mercury 
(99.99% pure) 
(.004% non-volatile residue) 











SIMILAR TO ABOVE BUT ALL PLASTIC 


CONSTRUCTION 


$19.95 


CARB STIX come complete with adaptors 


to fit all Japanese and European Multis. 


Send check, Paser Instrumentation Inc 
cash or money 4848 W. Belmont 
order to Glendale. AZ 85301 * (602) 939-3588 


МАМЕ __ B E > 





ADDRESS — 


Qlass capillary tubing assures 
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О CARB STIX PRO O CARB STIX II 
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change. The only solution is to replace the 
tires. 

Without extensive personal testing with 
different tire makes there's little you can do 
about the twitchiness you're experiencing 
on rain grooves. A general recommendation 
from the tire companies is to avoid ribbed 
front tires or highly angular tires such as a 
Dunlop K-81 to minimize rain groove wig- 
gle. If it's any consolation, it's the road 
engineers who are at fault for cutting rain 
grooves in line with car tires and not the 
motorcycle. 

The manufacturers look for tires which 
are least affected by rain grooves while 
retaining good road behavior on other 
surfaces. ` 

It is also possible that the rear shocks 
have deteriorated, the only recourse being to 
replace them. However, before doing so, 
return the machine to the manufacturer's 
specification regarding suspension settings 
and tire pressures (and replacing the possi- 
bly worn rear tire) and try borrowing a set of 
shocks which you know are okay for fitting 
and comparison. 

The only difference in the power train 
between the 778 and 79 681000 models was 
a tightening up in the tolerances for the 
carburetor jets. Suzuki had to conform to 
the EPA regulations for the '78 model year 
when they used lean jetting, but for '79 the 
same basic jetting was used. The 79 jet part 
numbers have an A suffix that denotes the 
narrower specifications. So there shouldn't 
be any performance difference between the 
78 and 79 models. Perhaps your machine 
needs a tune up. 

The GS1000 uses a gear primary drive. 
Some may whine more than others because 
of variations in manufacturing tolerances. 
There's nothing wrong. The chain contrib- 
utes noise, and the large 630 chain is noisier 
than a smaller 530, but the o-ring design 
doesn't increase noise. 





Triumph Ignition 


Could you please tell me if it is possible 
to use auto coils on my 1976 Bonneville 
and, if so, the proper way to hook them up? 

Also, does anyone, besides Triumph, 
make an electronic ignition? Have looked 
high and low for one with no luck. (Tri- 
umph dealer says it will take 10 or 11 
months to order complete unit from 
factory.) M. Keyworth 

LaPorte, Ind. 

Auto coils will work fine on the Bon- 
neville, though you may have to make your 
own brackets and mount them lower than 
the stock units, which fit neatly into the 
cutouts under the tank. The '76 Bonneville 
has traditional English positive ground wir- 
ing, so the positive, or "Bat.", terminal on 
any coil made for negative ear th systems will 
have to be connected to the contact points 
lead, and the negative, or “Dist.”, terminal 
to the hot wire from the ignition switch. The» 





































B-STUFFER BAG — 10" diameter, 
17" long. Holds two helmets 


" lothing. Travels securely 
C-SUPER STUFFER— 21” long, 210 С 

12” diameter. All features, plus Three SD пар TOTUM Ж 
“piggy баск” pouch нз. Rea piue: 


Red, Blue, Black $15.49 


шшш" | wi ACCESSORIES for HONDA, 
E YAMAHA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI 
HARLEY DAVIDSON and others 


INSTANT ORDERS! PHONE TOLL ИШ ИЕ | sees 
except N.Y., Hawaii & Alaska Or Call 516- 248-5775 


i 
$5.95 NEW CHROME OIL PRESSURE GAUGE 
ANY STYLE #09126 Honoa СВХ. 611000, 


Extra heavy duty internal springs. CB750K Е (79), 
2" diameter, full 270 sweep. CB550K F, 


CB400F 350F $16.50 


CB750K F (thru 78), 
CB750A $15.95 


Contoured, 
close fitting 
heavy duty 
hinged frames 
Avail gold or 
silver, with 
mirror or 
gradient acrylic 
lens. SPECIFY 
color & lens 


D-TANK BAG Straps to 
gas tank: 12"x10"x5" 
Topside map pocket and 
personal effects pouch 
Heavy-duty sling for take- 
along convenience COMPLETE SET All three bags in 
Red. Blue, Black. $16.49 matching colors. Red. Blue, Black $40.00 











ruise 

















































































ontrol YAMAHA CYCLE COVERS Form fitted, 
Cruise at con- 500-750 $16.50 protects against all weather. 
stant speed XS11 $15.95 Heavy gauge, cloth 
without strain KAWASAKI backed. Resists muffler 
and fatigue. SB K7750.K7650. MOTOCROSS GLOVES Simulated leather heat. Contoured to 
metalin { K2400 $16.50 in black. 4 sizes S.M.LXL. #04710 all accessories. 
minutes. Vir- 900 1000 $15.95 > With tie straps 
tually un- SUZUKI Рг. 54.95 2рг $8.49 
breakable. 651000 750 550 sie Stay ne es 
ый 300 $15.95 CYCLE SPAT #05552 indshield & fairing, 


HARLEY DAVIDSON 
74FX $16.50 
74. Sportster 915.95 


luggage rack and 
saddle bags. 





protects against 
abrasions, Scuffing 
indenting. One size 


zuki, Kawasaki 
#01042 $11.50 














fits а! Genuine қ 3 
KRYPTONITE leather, elastic Visit our only retail location. Moped Cover $26.95 
CYCLE LOCK straps Extra strap FREE GIFTS to all For 360cc & smalle: $29.95 
„дий, included Black or out-of-town visitors For 750cc & smaller $29.95 
Brown $3.98 w Sissy Bar $30.95 
w Wndshid $30.95 

















cannot be 


Sissy Bar & Wndshld $32.95 
ful by $32.95 


THROAT COAT Fits For 1000cc 








[ooltcutters, ali helmets, Reep w Sissy Bar $33.95 
files or Sama SORTES w Wndshld $33.95 
ШАСЫ ОЕА Sissy Bar & Wndshid $37.95 
open with она гт Ф eem та 
ack Jutside layer cf p 

FUEL GAUGE Fits all Honda flip The ultimate water repellent di S ee 


cap models through '76. Mounts 
easily with Honda recall locks. 
Also Yamaha "7575 (road) and 
Kawasaki '75's (road). Easily 


nylon. inner layer 
of polyester till 
and toam Soft 
nylon taffeta 






















armor steel 













BIKERS WALLET for 
















T "3 | 
_ ы installed. =03952... $, BERE: inside layer HONDA, YAMAHA, SUZUKI, 
SISSY BAR CARRY-ALL LUGGAGE Fits all bars, 3 removes in Plasto bongs & KAWASAKI, HARLEY 
on-off in a jiffy. Double lined, heavy duty seconds Velcor tabs for Thick black leather, dividers 
vinyl, full zipper enclosure. Waterproof. 2- SPECIAL PRICE easy fitting and snap pocket. Brass finished 
Washable snaps and chain; snap on-off 


strap carry-handle, use as hand luggage $7.98 
22" high. ' #08150 — Black only $19.95 A 
DeLuxe heavy duty #08128 Black or Brown $29.95 


Black or Silver 
204152 $12.95 





belt holder. Brown only 
Tooled insignia, Specify 


EAGLE PATCH for, 

27 PHONDA, YAMAHA, HARLEY, 
+ KAWASAKI, SUZUKI 

zi. Finely detailed 7-color 

embroidered patch 

Bronze wings. brown 

body, silver head & legs. 
yellow talons & beak 

Iron-on or sew-on 

4 sizes. Specify name 

Monster 10" x 1372" 

No. 103 $13.95 
Giant 8" x 10" 

No. 77 $8.95 
Regular 312" x 5" 

No. 81 $3.49 


















GOLD WING 
RADIATOR GRILL 


Beautifully styled, enhances 
appearance. Protects against stones 
and other objects. Easy bolt-on 
installation 





=05144 $14.95 






























HELMET SPEAKERS: Weatherproof remote 
------------ speaker mounts on rear of any helmet. Fits 
We ship Worldwide earphone jack of transistor radio. 238” x 1\8” 
----------:-“ Includes cable connectors #04256 $12.95ea. 


Optional 2-helmet attachment #04298 $5.95 












#02192 
Chrome 
$44.95 









ы. жаб 
“RANGO” SADDLE BAGS For on or off bike. Double duty 
















bags fit under seat, over seat, over shoulder. Heavy #02224 Ё Mini 212" x 343” 
duy Naugatyde with chrome plated hardware, heavy Gold No. 90 CHILTON’S REPAIR 
rivet reinforced. Tie down strap assures snug fit $54.95 & TUNE-UP GUIDES 


Each bag 12” wide, 11" high, 47%” deep. Great 
innovation for free & easy travel, Set ot two 
#08074 Black only $19.95 
Heavy duty (Reinforced) #08088 Black or Brown -$24.99 


For the ‘‘Do-it-Yourselfer” 
Tune up procedures, 
adjustments, 
maintenance and repair. 
A must for proper 





Adds over 7 
to rear. CI mmed durable 
red lexan 
backplate and all hardware. For 
all bikes Specify State (Cal, МҮ 
etc | of license plate $4.95 
































#06754 servicing of your bike. 
COOL WEATHER GAUNTLETS KAWASAKI 
Soft cowhide gloves, foam 21/1000 73.78 $7.95 
lining for warmth & comfort Triples 69.75 $6.95 
Insulated vinyl gauntlets, Singles '69.75 $6.95 
adjustable wrist strap. Black К7650 77-78 $7.95 
w maroon & white stripe. Sizes i 
XS, S. M, L, XL 204688 $19.95 рг. YAMAHA 
GL1000* '75-'77 $1.95 Street 2-strokes '67-'75+ $6.95 
E-Z FIT REPLACEMENT SEATS 380.550 Fours 7.78 $698 ашо. 0:4 36.88 
New concept in custom seats. Use your original seat base Install pre-formed 450 500T '66-76 $6.95 J ` 
foam and cover yourself. Fit like stock. Half-hour installation complete with 350 360T 68276 $7.95 SUZUKI UM 
directions, No glueing, no cutting, no special tools needed. Black only XL Series 72275 $6.95 Triples 222272474 $6.95 
Two styles available. Please specify. М Elsinore Series 73275 $6.95 singles 8 Twin 10-74 $6.95 
TWO WAY INTERCOM Talk while touring. Clear, effortless conversation at | 125 200 Twins '69-'76 $6.95 05750 77-78 $7.95 
normal tones. No more shouting, pounding or hand signals. All plastic, Honda Singles 68-75 $6.95 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
E-Z LTD пота HS (0 Pe nant E ACL DLE easy n н АІ V twins 15-77 $6.95 
orks hands-free. Lightweight acoustical tubing, weighs only 2 oz. *Other name brand manuals will lied. 
REPLACEMENT $8.95 set. 3 or more $7.60 set We reserve the НЕМ to shipreqoivalent manual 


when availability or stock prevents immediate shipment. 
|Ы cm шалаш пышы шына ee eee ee ee ee eee ee ы 


TWO WHEEL ACCESSORIES* 326 JERICHO TURNPIKe 2 





#04242 


SEAT 











































) t Е 
РІ at Honda of Mineola MINE OTA Rar SULEE 
д HELMET І (516) 248-5775 
206086 y QUICK RELEASE ee NAM | | 
cee Pe For Honda FESO F, CB650. СХ500-С, СМ400; Works lik ao Tune coal it Ы | 
awasaki K : Yamaha 750-20 E SE; Suzuki 651000, 657 orks like a miniature seat be A S © | 
7 uzuki S750 550. Replaces "D" nmgs — $2.98 [ ADDRESS = | 
= 
| (її еАтЕ — P $ | 
EZ N | Year Model = _ Serial = 55 ES fa 
525 T = > Е 5 
DOUBLE SADDLE | (ist & 2nd | S |8 
a PRICE |6 
REPLACEMENT | - o] ee аы 41% 
SEAT with all | | | = = |5 
orders E deis pe dca eee J Š% as 
over $5 | | | & - c 
| i ІШЕ = |Б 
| | = EE 
#06148 ; | - Lu ib ба? 
For Honda GL1000,CB750K Е А,СВ650,С8550К/Е,400 Hawk,CM400, — ма os 
CX500,CX500C,CBX; Kawasaki К2900. 1000,К2750,К2650,К2400; | эн MR Add 6% Shipping <p S io 
YAMAHA X$1100,750-2D. E. SE, 650 '76 & later,Xs400; (Minimum $1) 26 ш е 
Suzuki 6$1000,65850,6$750, 550,GT750/550,GS400. | иран nU. ЖЛ айй йр! TOTAL : 





MAY 1980/175 





5-12 ВТ 

$82.95 539.50 
STAR 120 STAR |І 

566.50 $76.50 


5-27 
$56.95 
MAG |! 
$61.50 


ZG 
$109.95 
MOTO I 

$78.50 


СОС)С2С) - 273.8 
MARE 


Products, Inc. 


High performance electronic ignitions for 
most 4-stroke 2- and 4-cylinder street & 
touring bikes. State year and model. $84.95 

Supersensitive alarm system 
3 protects all bikes $49.95 
Remote pager system add $119.95 


TOTAL PRICES WE PAY SHIPPING 





WINDJAMMER IV. опу $320), 


Incl pop vents. striping. lights. lighter Options 
Horns $21.95. Quartz light $21.95. Color match $69.95 
LOWERS (striping incl) $69.95 wicolor match $79.95 

CYCLE SOUND: $69.95 


QUICKSILVER Only $199 


SADDLEBAGS 
Easy to install only $289.95. Color match add $19.95 
TAIL TRUNK 


Your best price only $159.95. Color match add $19.95. 


State make. model. year options and color 


atat 
4-INTO-1 EXHAUST SYSTEMS 
from $160 black, $170 chrome 


Jardine 2 


9) 
ЕМСІМЕЕНІМС 


= California residents add 6% tax. State Style, Size and Color. Send check or mio. Фе 
PARTS UNLIMITED Dept. CW 13273 Glenoaks, Sylmar, CA 91342. Credit Card orders phone 213/781-3828 









EL 


180 page catalog $3.00 
refundable with order over $10.00 


KRYPTONITE 
CYCLE LOCK 
$41.95 


$242.00 
Lowers $57.15 
Mount Frame $42.00 
Uni $38.50 
в (state year & model) 














Fairing 


*You Can't Beat the Bear!" 
CCS CHICAGO 
2311 W.Howard St. Chicago,IL 60645 
11. 800-972-1940 Other 800-621-5544 




















EQUALEAn 


» THE SIDECAR 









EQUALEAN SIDECAR CO., 6141 W. ORANGE, No. 32, 
CYPRESS, CALIFORNIA 90630. Manufactured in 
U.S.A. under patents No. 4,022,483; 244,365; others 
pending. Dealer inquiries invited. (714) 827-8587. 








WE BUILD TO WIN! 


ЕРКІ YOSHIMURA 


WORLD'S LEADER IN 
4-STROKE RACING EQUIPMENT 


YOSHIMURA 4 INTO 1 EXHAUST SYSTEMS 
Kawasaki KZ1000 . 159.95 (black). 179.95 (chrome) 


Suzuki GS1000 ... 


165.00 (black).185.00 (chrome) 


SEND $3 FOR OUR 1979/80 COLOR CATALOG 


SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
Suzuki, ND Plugs, Bel-Ray, 
Kal-Gard, KYB Shocks 
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EBA] YOSHIMURA 


5517 Cleon Avenue 
North Hollywood, CA 91601 


(213) 985-2331 Telex 662-481 














SHARIA 


changes for $50. Their address is: 6850 
Vineland Ave., Unit 16, N. Hollywood, 
Calif. 91605. 


XS SNATCH 


Every Yamaha Х5750 (mine's a ^77 2D 
model) comes standard with severe drive- 
line snatch at low speeds—a condition that 
frustrdtes all attempts at being Mr. Smooth 
Cruiser around town. I’m certain the CV 
carbs are to blame for this behavior, but 
I'm not aware of a fix. Can you help? It's 
the only real flaw in an otherwise outstand- 
ing machine, thus l'm prepared to spare no 
expense (new carbs/whatever) to elimi- 
nate it. 

















Don Kellog 
Hamburg. Mich. 

A good part of the driveline snatch in the 
XS750 comes from the combined slack of 
the Hy-Vo primary chain, gearbox and 
driveshaft gears. The CV carbs, however, 
provide the on/off throttle response. that 
keeps the driveline surging back and forth. 
If you are willing to go for a set of new carbs, 
a company called Specialists Two provides a 
bolt-on set of three 34mm Mikunis, com- 
plete with cables, for $220.00. The part 
number is 1013, and the company is located 
at 102 E. Prospect Avenue, Burbank, Calif. 
91502. 

The stock XS750 carbs have needles with 
three-position clips, so a small amount of 
their touchiness can be eliminated by insur- 
ing that the needles are raised into the 
highest position, fattening the mid-range for 
more even response. 


WHICH OIL? 


Гуе got a problem with oil and I am sure 
there are a lot of people with the same 
question to ask. 

The question is not with the brand of oil 
but with weight. I have a Yamaha 
XS1100SF and the factory says the correct 
oil is 20W-40 for summer апа 10W-30 in 
winter. But the place where I got the bike 
says to use 20W-50 because we are in a 
warm area. The bike is stock except for an 
oil cooler. oil temperature gauge and oil 
pressure gauge. The pressure runs from 15 
psi at idle up to 60 psi at 4000 rpm and the 
temperature never gets above 120° in win- 
ter driving in San Jose. 

Who is right about the weight of oil? 
Can the 20W-50 do any harm? What is the 
best temperature range for the oil? I also 
have the same question about the shaft 
drive. Service manual says hypoid 80W-90 
all season. The local motorcycle shop says 
to use 90W-140 hypoid. Who is right? 
What should I use and why? 

Lynn D Free 
San Jose. Calif. 

Yamaha recommends that you use a 
20W-40 if you're running the bike in am- 
bient temperatures over 41°. But if you use 
the bike ofien in temperatures lower than» 



















































Stop 
Wheel 
Hop 


GET A SMOOTHER, 
MORE STABLE RIDE 
AT HIGH SPEEDS 


BALANCE PLUS? Internal Tire Balancer & 
Puncture Sealer works inside your motorcycle 
tire (tube or tubeless) to hydrodynamically bal- 
ance the entire rotating wheel unit as you ride. 
Centrifugal force pushes the fluid formula to 
the furthest points from the center of rotation. 
The result is a smoother, more stable ride, 
cooler running temperatures and longer tire 


life. BALANCE PLUS? works con- 
tinuously, compensating for 
tire wear and road conditions, 
providing balance for the life 
of your tire. 
Plus puncture protection! 
BALANCE PLUS? auto- 
matically seals most punc- 
tures as you ride. 


SEND 50€ 
FOR PRODUCT 
EVALUATION 
LITERATURE 
AND DECAL 


ADVANCED 
CYCLE PRODUCTS 
633 W. MacArthur Blvd. 
Suite 410, Dept. B32 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 
(714) 549-8707 


NUKE SIRE йа: 
HER. SANE 92% 
PRON 
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that and occasionally up to 60°, use а 10W- 
30. 

Since it’s likely that the temperatures will 
only rarely drop below 41° in San Jose it’s 
hardly necessary to go to a lighter oil than 
20W-40. For all practical purposes, a 20W- 
50 oil will perform virtually the same as a 
20W-40—it simply has a wider performance 
range. The same goes for the hypoid oil in 
the shaft drive. A 90-140 weight oil contains 
additives that improve the load capacity of 
the 90-weight oil at high temperatures, so 
there is no real reason why you should not 
use it unless the manufacturer specifically 
SAYS SO. 

If your oil temperature never gets above 
120° in the winter, it’s too cold. At that 
temperature the water collecting in the oil 
doesn't get warm enough to evaporate. It 
would be a good idea to wrap up the oil 
cooler to keep it from cooling the oil below 
160°. Cooler oil is not necessarily best. A 
good operating temperature for oil on your 
motorcycle is around 200°. 


FUEL CORRECTION 


Reading your article “Yamaha Х511 
Special" (Dec. '79) brought a question to 
mind. 

I just bought a 1980 XS11 Special and 
enjoy this superb bike. But reading your 
specifications list. I notice that you show 
the recommended fuel as unleaded. My 
owners manual says regular is recom- 
mended. With this kind of bike, I want to 
do what's best for maintenance and econ- 
omy. Which gas would you recommend? 

John H. Cox 
North Lauderdale. Fla. 

You are right. No one knows how we 
slipped the un onto leaded, but both the 
owners manual and the factory spec sheet 
recommend leaded regular. Unfortunately, 
gas lines and empty pumps frequently man- 
date the use of whatever fuel is still flowing, 
which is most often unleaded. Leaded fuel, 
aside from providing anti-knock qualities, 
helps to lubricate the valves. The effect is 
cumulative, however, and an occasional 
tank of unleaded will do no harm to the 
Х511. Leaded premium, of course, will also 
work fine and provides the next best alterna- 
tive to regular, cost being its only 
disadvantage. 


MORE GRIP CALLED FOR 
I’m having trouble leaning into corners 
with the stock tires on my XL500S Honda. 
It appears that the tires aren't treaded for 
this, being a dual purpose cycle. I’ve varied 
tire pressure, too. I’ve tried to find a rear 
tire that will stick and the front 23 incher is 
unchangeable, so far. Any ideas to keep 
me out of the trees? 
George Thomas 
Eagle River, Alaska 
You don't say whether your cornering 
problems are on road or off road, but if it's 
off road, уои can improve matters. The XL» 




















































































eò "C (Also available 
or? for Honda’s and for 
t special racing wheels) 
со 
d Disc Brake i 
Harley Davidson Model Rotor Model Price 
1000cc XL, Front, thru 1977 2982 $29.95 
1000cc XL, Front, 1978 & later 2980 $23.95 
1000cc XL, Rear, 1979 2984 ' $29.95 
1200cc FX, Front, thru 1977 2982 $29.95 
1200cc FX, Front, 1978 & later 2980 $23.95 
1200cc FX, Rear, thru 1977 2981 $23.95 
1200cc FX, Rear, 1978 & later 2983 $23.95 
1200cc FL, Front, thru 1977 2981 $23.95 
1200cc FL, Front, 1978 & later 2983 $23.95 
1200cc FL, Rear, thru 1977 2981 $23.95 
1200cc FL, Rear, 1978 & later 2983 + $23.95 
80 cu. in. FL, Front, 1978 & later 2983 $23.95 


80 cu. in. FL, Rear, 1978 & later 2983 $23.95 


; CIRCLE 
INDUSTRIES 


17901 ARENTH AVE. /DEPT. CW 
CITY OF INDUSTRY, CA. 91748 
PHONE (213) 965-1622 
Send $1.00 with your name and 
address for our catalog of chains, 
sprockets, and other accessories. 


€ 1979 CIRCLE INDUSTRIES No. 2-109 
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JOIN THE LEADERS IN COLORFUL 


Save money! Top quality 
motor cycle and high speed 
clothing with carriage paid 


dollar prices clearly 
marked. 


390 PAGE CATALOG— $5.00 


e ACCESSORIES е 


* PARTS • MANUALS • 
TRIANGLE "6016 W. Diversey Avo. 


Chicago, III. 60639 


© 24 Hr. Tel. Ser. CALL (312) 237-1117 $t 
SOHOHOHOHCHOHOHOHCHOHOHCHOHSHOHGHOHOHOHOHOHOHOHOHOMOH 


D. Lewis, the world's largest mail order motor cycle 
clothing specialists offer you fine quality at 
dollar saving prices. Huge stock ensures rapid delivery. 
Buy direct from the most famous suppliers of them all. 
Send $1.00 for your copy of “Тһе Colourful World of 
Lewis Leathers". A must for all motor cycle sports. 
14 day express service on Lewis Leathers CUSTOM 
MADE racing clothing and motor cycle jackets and 
jeans. Huge range of exciting colours now available. 
Top stars and riders all over the 

world ride in Lewis Leathers. 


| To: D. LEWIS LTD. (Dept. CW), 120/122 Great 
А Portland Street, London, МА 201, England. 


1 Please send new catalogue by return. | enclose $1.00. 


ROSS-SEELEY RACING CO. 


Road racing and cafe racing equipment for the 
' discerning rider desiring the best available. Rear 

sets, clip ons, fairings. Seeley frame kits for 

Honda CB750 and F. 

Norton Ducati Seeley Cotton 

Read-Titan John Tickle Triumph 
Mont Vernon St., Milford, N. H. 03055 
1-603-673-6334 











Or anything exposed 
on your bike. 

Tri-Flon, the lubricant 
with Teflon? sprays on to 
protect and prolong life for 
every part of your machine. 

Billions of specially pro- 
cessed, microscopic Teflon* 
beads roll into any exposed 
surface to work up to 10 times 
longer than other lubricant 
products. And since noth- 
ing sticks to Teflon, abrasive, 
greasy dirt doesnt build up 
to eat away at your chain and 


I Do it to 


i that moves. 


For more dealer information: 
Name 

Company . 

Address 


Telephone . Р 


The Tri-Flon Company, 3180 Pul 
*Registered trademark of Е.!. DuPont d 
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sprockets. 

One can of Tri-Flon is 
an unparalleled lubricant, 
a moisture displacing 


& 49 penetrant, and a corrosion 


fighting shield that stands 
up to temperatures ranging 
from —65°F to +470°Е. 

So get a move on, treat 
| |^ your bike with Tri-Flon. 


 TR-FLON 


Lubricant with Teflon* 
Making your life a little smoother. 


anything | 





Iman St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626, 714/540-4023 


e Nemours & Co. (Inc.) 








Es 


SERVICE] 


uses the dual purpose Claw Action tires 
from Bridgestone. There’s also an enduro 
anda motocross Claw Action tire in a size to 
fit your bike that will improve off road 
traction. Another tire company, IRC will 
soon have a conventional knobby tire avail- 
able in the 23 in. size for the front of your 
bike, too. If it’s pavement problems you're 
referring to, it’s not so easy. There are no 23 
in. street tires available and switching to a 
21 in. front wheel isn't the best solution 
because your bike is designed for the greater 
trail provided by the 23 incher. If the rear 
end of your motorcycle was lowered by 
installing shorter shocks, you could have a 
21 in. front wheel laced to your hub and that 
way you could use street tires on both ends 
of your bike now that Goodyear is making a 
21 in. street tire that's standard equipment 
on the Harley-Davidson Wide Glide. Avon 
also sells a 3.00-21 tire, called the 
Speedmaster. 


UNDER TIRED 
My 1979 Honda CX500 (standard 

model) has a rated load capacity of 330 Ib. 
The Custom is rated at 430 Ib. The only 
difference I can find is in the tire size. If I 
increase my rear tire size from the present 
3.75-18 to a higher capacity 4.25-18 will it 
effectively increase load capacity? 

Jeffrey Purtee 

Tempe, 

Arizona 

Yes, but be careful. Honda lists a max- 

imum load figure that the company figures 
is safe for the motorcycle. If you carry a 
greater load than 330 Ib. and have a han- 
dling problem, Honda certainly isn't re- 
sponsible. Also, the larger tire on Honda's 
Custom is a 16 in. that has a smaller 
circumference than the 18 in. Going to a 
larger 18 in. rear tire not only will raise the 
gearing so your motorcycle will have slower 
acceleration, but it will tend to raise the 
back of the motorcycle slightly and that will 
increase the rake of the forks and decrease 
trail, which decreases stability. The CX500 
is a terrific motorcycle, we've had one 
around here for a year now and still like it, 
but it isn't the greatest for hauling loads. 
Too much weight on the back wheel can 
cause handling problems on the CX. We'd 
recommend holding the rear tire size to a 
4.00-18. It won't detract from the handling, 
will have a greater load capacity, depending 
on the tire, and will have a very small effect 
on gearing. As far as the load capacity goes, 
a CX500 could probably handle a load of 
nearly 400 lb., but we'd rather not ride ours 
with that large a load. s = 





Illustration by Aline Patterson 





YOUR 
CHOICE 


moto x 


PERFORMANCE 
LUBRICANTS 


WARNING 
if YOU VALUE YOUR OWN LIFE 
AS MUCH ASI 
VALUE MY BIKE 
DONT MESS WITH IT 


Send 50¢ for each sticker above or $6 for all 15. 

Get our new '80 catalog of over 1200 stickers 

plus 5 free samples (our choice) for only $3. 
Send your money and list of what you want to: 


STICK-EM UP 


1858 Catalina Court, Dept. E 
Livermore, CA 94550 





COMPLETE $239.95 
* Mounting Bracket * Pocket Liner 
* All Fiberglass * Lighter 
* Windshield * Black, White, Silver 
* Running Lights * Polyurethane Paint 


* Turn Signals * Decals 
* Pocket Covers * 9-pin Wiring 
w/Pouch Harness 


Optional. Same windshields as below for Lee’s 
Starr, same price 


REPLACEMENT WINDSHIELDS 

FOR WINDJAMMER FAIRINGS” 
Standard SIZE? „а «азн е» eter өте ware е 
Standard Size w/Snap Vents s 
Extra Tall Size 2" 
Extra Tall Size w/Snap Vents . 
Hand Savers. . ions vai s аж 





[EE'S A. 
BANKAMERICARU 


P.O. BOX 27552, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85726 
WRITE OR CALL (602) 294-5875 





STICKERS! 











The Art of 
Passengering 


continued from page 88 
so when you get back on the bike you will 
feel ready ir the next leg of your trip. 

On a long trip à wiggle keeps the fanny 
fresh. something we're not going to discuss 
in more detail. except that the bar behind 
the seat is convenient for a passenger to lift 
herself up on. Normally. any movement by 
a passenger disturbs the motorcycle and 
care is called for so as not to disturb the 
guy in front. Wiggling is okay on the 
straights, but not in the corners. 

A big part of touring is seeing new 
places. and certainly on an open road in 
new territory I spend a great deal of time 
watching the scenery. However, when there 
is traffic. I watch the road. If the need for a 
sudden stop arises. even at low speeds. you 
will find that the clanging of helmets. 
while not harmful. can become irritating. 
You are on this tour to have fun. right? You 
don't necessarily have to train your eyes on 
the road with the same degree of con- 
centration as the rider does. but general 
consciousness of the traffic conditions 
won't hurt anything and will also keep you 
prepared for evasive maneuvers. 

Another trick for staying alert is one that 
veteran tourers all seem to know but never 
reveal: singing. Whistling is out. since, like 
sneezing in your helmet, it tends to have 
unpleasant effects on your face shield. 
However, Гуе found that you can do the 
entire Top Forty between Los Angeles and 
San Luis Obispo. If you're a good singer, 
you'll be amazed at the resonance and 
tonal quality created by your helmet: if 
you can’t carry a tune, who’s going to know 
the difference? 

There are times when passenger con- 
centration is hardly called for. During a 
600 mile cruise on a straight interstate, 
passengering can be boring. If the bike is 
equipped with a fairing, there are lots of 
activities possible. like reading or even 
knitting. Yes, it can be done safely on long 
trips if the wind isn’t too bad. 

There’s even more entertainment possi- 
ble if there are two or more bikes with 
other passengers along. Impromptu acting 
or charades are easy. The possibilities are 
limitless. 

Alertness has its own rewards as well. 
With all of your senses heightened in the 
interest of scouting possible hazards. you 
also become aware of more subtle aspects 
of touring: the steady. soothing hum of the 
engine, the changing scents as you pass 
from meadows into forests, the reflection 
of the sunrise in your man’s helmet. all 
things you might miss if you resign your- 
self to being part of the gear. Besides 
making your tour safer, alertness will also 
make the trip a lot more fun for you and 
your companion. 

And fun is what touring is all about. @ 














WE PLATE 
MOTORCYCLE 
PARTS ONLY 


Chrome & Gold 


Free Price List 
GIVE MAKE OF CYCLE 


B BROWN'S 


PLATING SERVICE, INC. 


Route #5, Box 534 
Paducah, Kentucky 42001 
Phone 502-554-1146 















Motorcycle 
Mechanics 
Training... 


Approved for 
Veterans Training 
Accredited Member 


NATTS 

шиш mm m ш mE шш шн 
Professional 2644 E. Bell Rd 
Instruction. Phoenix. Arizona 85032 
Basic and (602) 971-9727 


Advanced Courses. An eligible institution for | 
Federal Grants and student loans. 





























Ши ра ғана на жа M 


Write Today! I 
VA info Grant/Loan info CW B 
Name 
B 
Address || 
City State i 
Zip Phone Age 
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Motorcycle Mechanics Institute- s 
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/ CYCLE VEST 
s J Genuine Leather Cycle 
Vest In True Western 
Styling Shawl Lapels, 
*- Four Conches With 
N "Leather Thongs, Snap 
\ Tab Closure, Two Inset 
ba Pockets. Black Top 
Grained or Tobacco 
Color Cowhide. 


$55.00 postpaid 
Cash or C.O.D. 
pe Cycle Vest 








\ . 
405/653-2390 Вох 262 5ргіпдег, ОК 73458 





NOBODY BEATS US! 
3200 CYCLE ITEMS 


C WHOLESALE 


CATALOG 
BUY DIRECT • 


OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 
PARTS е ACCESSORIES » CLOTHING 


DENNIS KIFK. 
FREE 000-328-9280 


FREE 
FOR CATALOG OR TO ORDER (IN MINN 800-652-9060) 


955 S. FIELD AVE.» RUSH CITY, MINN. 55069 


NEED MONEY? 

Save over 20% on manufacturers 
suggested list price. All major brand 
accessories. Also "Yamaha Parts 
Catalog $1.00 — good towards your 
first order. 

B.WW. INC. 

P.O. Box 498, Bernardsville NJ 07924 


G ENU I 


BMW PARTS 
20% OF CURRENT 


DEALER LIST 
Price List upon request. 
Parts shipped anywhere. 


CAPITAL CYCLE 
CORPORATION 


2328 Champlain St., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20009 
phone (202) 387-7360 


CYCLE ion 


PARTS ^ REPAIRS 


CYCLE TRAILERS 


FACTORY DIRECT 


321755. 


freight 


\ 


2 or 3 CYCLES 
Third Rail Optional 5 
CALL TOLL FREE - 800 - 558-0446 


TIMBERLINE TRAILERS 
6864 Eastwood Trail, West Bend, WI 53095 
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PARTS 
HONDA 


YAMAHA KAWASAKI SUZUKI 
CYCLE SALVAGE INC. 


Dept. W 
172 Frontage Rd., West Haven CT 06516 


| Call (203) 933-1609 











= KAWASAKI PARTS 
VISA (есе 
=) PHONE: (412) 423-4553 @ 
One of the largest parts and accessory 
stocks in the U.S.A. 
SPECIALIZING IN THE HARD-TO-GET PARTS 
Same Day Cylinder Boring 
Same Day Mail Orders CYCLE SPORTS 
STATE: Model, Year, R.D. 1 Вох 151A 
Frame, & Eng. Nos. Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666 


EST TOLL-FREE 
СИНЕ Sen Ts à 
and CALL TOLL-FREE /Се 


800-423-5662 


HONDA & KAWASAKI PARTS е VISA « MASTER 
CHARGE ACCEPTED « ORDERS FILLED IN 24 HRS. 


, 358 N. Maclay 
Allyn's Honda/Kawasaki San Fernando. CA 91340 
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Road Rider magazine , 


for the touring motorcyclist i 


$15 for 12 issues, or $1.50 


| for sample copy to: RR, і 
Р.О. Вох 678, Dept. W, 

| South Laguna, СА 92677 і 
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THE FINEST MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING 
IN THE WORLD The finest custom 
made leathers for the 
Н pleasure or sport rider. 
8 Factory direct only. 
y лд Catalog available. 
Send $1.00 for NEW CATALOG 
(Refund on first order) 
2443 5.Е. DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 
SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 
Call (617) 384-7555 
RD350/400, Honda, Kaw, Suz & others 
Road Race/Cafe fairings, seats, tanks, pipes, tires, 
тх RR boots & gloves, Special tools 4 
hardware, racing brakes and 
many other hard to find items. 
New 1980 Catalog $2.00 
Racers Supply, Dept. CW 
6959 Van Nuys Blvd., VN, CA. 91405 
TRY THE $30 
AIR SEAT 


ALLYN AIR SEAT 
9 SUNSET ST. 
LENOX, MA 






01240 
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CARL’S HONDA 
Div. of Carl's Motorcycle Sales Inc. 
Over 50 Years of Service 


. 24 HOUR COMPUTERIZED 
PARTS AND ACCESSORIES SERVICE 
Retail & Dealer Inquiries Invited 


TOLL FREE 
e 9920 Farragut Аа N.Y. State 


e Bklyn. N.Y, 11236 800-221 -7508 (212) 257-0230 » 
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FORKING BY FRANK 


Fine fork tubes, springs, cables, 

braces, hoses, kickstands. Any 

length, including stock and under. А à 
Precision machined from ultra- 





оооооооооо о 
соооооооооо о 


sonically tested steel. Easy to 
install, complete kits. 
312-869-6792. 


947 Pitner, 
FRANK Evanston, IL 60202 





FOX FORKS 


Fox Factory Forks have giant 44mm 
stanchion tubes and forged aluminum 
sliders and triple clamps. They are cur- 
rently available for Honda and Yamaha 
motocrossers with 11, 12 or 13 inches of 
travel. Available for other makes soon. 
Moto-X Fox, CW-5, 520 McGlincy Lane, 
Campbell, Calif. 95008 (408) 371-1221 


ALUMINUM SWING ARM FOR 
YAMAHA RDs 


DG Products has an aluminum swing 
arm for Yamaha’s popular RD350 and 
400. It is constructed from aircraft specifi- 
cation aluminum alloy, heat treated, stress 
relieved and gold anodized. They are one 
inch longer than stock to improve stability 
and are much stronger than the stocker. 
Price is $169.50 from DG dealers or DG 
Performance Products, CW-5, 1170 Van 
Horne Rd., Anaheim, Calif. 92806 (714) 
630-5471 


FIRST AID KIT FOR BIKERS 


Finally someone has designed a com- 
pact first aid kit for motorcycle riders. 
Careful selection of gear has eliminated 
breakable/leakable items so it can be 
packed without worry. A small nylon 


SHAKE-N-WARM 


Shake-N-Warm is a new reusable dry 
heat source for warming hands. face, feet 
or body. The waterproof bag contains an 
unspecified substance that produces heat 
from air. It is activated by kneading and 
shaking. Heat is produced for a total of 20 
hours, but it must be reactivated at regular 
intervals. Thus, it can be used over and 
over for short warm ups. Price is $5 from 
Blue Sky Marketing. CW-5. Dept 27E. 
P.O. Box 4289, Woodland Park. Colo. 


pouch holds a good selection of emergency 
items and a first aid booket that even 
covers emergency childbirth. Price is 
$13.95 from Cycle Imports. CW-5, 1325 
Fuchsia Street. Oxnard, Calif. 93030 


CYLINDER REBUILDING 
SERVICE 


Kustom Kraft has a new cylinder re- 
building service. They can revive almost 
any worn out Electrofusion, chrome ог 
steel lined cylinder. They fit the old cylin- 
der with a new liner made from a carbon 
chrome and molybdenum alloy. then bore 
it to stock specs and align the ports. The 
service costs $65 for minis, $95 for any- 
thing else. They also offer race porting and 
will discount the porting 25 percent if done 
while they are replacing the cylinder liner. 
For more info contact Kustom Kraft Spe- 
cialties, CW-5, 886 Bluffcity Blvd., Elgin. 
Ill. 60120 (312) 697-4343 
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British troops fling old Triumphs at Bosche attack 
force. El Alamein, 1942. 
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Make way for The Set-Up®— today's ultimate rider-designed road- 
luggage system from Vetter. In a word, it’s hot. 
Now youcan take a bikeload along and never look loaded down. Because 
The Set-Up features the same stream- 
lined, quality-built design that makes Pack Up For The Road 
Windjammer® the overwhelming choice of 


knowledgeable riders. With Componen ts 


Behind their unique drop-down hatch 


Saddlebags offer a From The Makers Of Windjammer. 


combined 3600 cubic inches of storage space. Yet their tucked-in, contoured 
design provides plenty of cornering clearance, while keeping cargo weight up 
front and low —where it should be. 

And only Vetter Saddlebags feature the exclusive road-taming Floating 
Mount System — ingeniously designed to isolate the brunt of cargo movement 
before reaching the rider. 

Best of all, our Saddlebags are easy on, easy off. They feature handy 
built-in carrying handles and frame-lock with the same key that opens the 
hatch doors. 

To complete The Set-Up, our Tail Trunk® boasts a big 2800 cubic inches for 
stowing gear. And together with the patented Floating Mount System, it 
features locking lid, side reflectors, running lights and padded passenger 
backrest — all standard. 

Before your next long ride, take a close look at The Set-Up. It offers the 
styling you've always wanted, and the practicality you'll always need. 

| For more information write: Vetter Corporation, Rantoul, Illinois 61866. 


ccu THE FINEST. ALWAYS WILL BE. 


The Set-U 


АМА ©1979 Vetter Corp. 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 





